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Venus, ill irritated againſt Telemachus, ſeeks his, 
deflruftion by an application made to Jupiter. 


| But the Deſtinies not permitting that he ſhould 
þ | periſh, the Goddeſs goes to concert with Neptune 
q the means of keeping him far from Ithaca, whi- 
ther Adoam was conducting him. They employ a 

| deluſiue Deity ta deceive the pilot Athamas ; who, | 

N ſuppoſing himſelf arrived at Ithaca, enters with ; 

| full ſails the port of the Salentines. Their king, i 


| : FT And n 
1 Idomeneus, receives Telemachus in his netu- built = 0 
4 , . f . ow ad 
city, where he was juſt then preparing a ſacrifice : F _ 
. . : 6 liſle 
to Jupiter, for ſucceſs in a war againſt the Mau- H {lead 
ws . . 5 1 Whi 4 
durians. The prieſt, conſulting the entrails of the : en 
7 
FE a © ; ws 
victims, raiſes the hipes of Idome neus, and gives . TL 
; : 3 
| him to underſtand,” that he ſhould owe his good uy 
3 ET FOES That, 
| fortune to his two new gueſts, . = 
The ſto 
[/ Vexys 
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1 PELEMACHUS and Abo thus engag d q 
6 In converſation, ſtill forgetting ſleep, 
And not perceiving that the ſhades of night 
Had meaſur'd half their courſe ; ſome hoſtile God, 
Miſleading, drove them far from Ithaca, — 
Which ATHAMAS their pilot ſought in vain.. 
NzeruxE, tho? fav'ring the Phoenician ſtate, 
Greatly chagrin'd, could not endure the thought, 
That, after all, TELEMAchus ſurviv'd 
The ſtorm that threw him on CALYP50's coaſt, | 
Vexus was ſtill more-highly incens'd to ſee 
\ young man triumphing o'er vanquiſh'd love, 
A 3 | And 
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And all her charms defy'd. She, rack'd with grief, 
Cythera, Paphos, and Idalium quits, 


And all the honours paid her in the iſle 15 


Of Cyprus. She could brook no longer ſtay 

There, where TELEMACHus had ſcorn'd her 
pow' r. | 

She aſcends to bright Olympus, where the Gods 

Were all aſſembled at the throne of Jove. 

From this high manſion they behold the ſtars 20 

Rolling beneath their feet ; the earth appears 

But as a little globous maſs of dirt, 

Th' extended ſeas but as a little drop 

Of watetz that gives moiſture to this mals, 

Nations innumerable, and the ſtrength 25 

Of mighty armies, in their ſight appear 

But like ſo many piſmires in diſpute 

About a blade of graſs. Th' immortals ſmile 

At the moſt ſerious matters that engage 99 

The care of feeble mortals, which to them 30 

Seem but the ſports of children, What men call 

Pow'r, grandeur, glory, policy profound, 

Jo theſe ſupreme Divinities appear P 

But miſery and weakneſs, 


At 


B 
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At this height, 35 
So far remov'd from earth, almighty Jove 

Hath fixt his throne immovable 3 his eyes 

Beam thro” the dark abyſs, and penetrate 

The deepeſt foldings of the human heart : 1 
His looks ſerene ſpread joy thro* heav'n and earth; 
And with a nod he ſhakes the univerſe. 

The Gods themſelves are dazzled with the rays 
Of glory that ſurround him, nor approach 

His preſence but with trembling. 


All the Gods 45 
Were now before him, when with all her charms 
Vexvs preſents herſelf; her flowing robe 
Was brighter than the colours that adorn 
Inrs, when ſhe amidſt the ſable clouds 
Appears, and to the frighted mariners 50 
Foretels an end of ſtorms, and peaceful ſkies, 
Her robe was with that famous girdle bound, 
Oa which are ſeen the Graces; and her hair 
Ty'd looſely in a golden braid behind. 
The Gods were ſtruck with her tranſcendent charms, 
As they had never ſeen her; and their eyes 
Were dazzled, as the eyes of mortals are _ 
When Paceus comes to cheer them with his rays 

After- 
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After long darkneſs. With amazement each 


ſighs 
Oft interrupted, Vexvs thus replied : 


All things are known, notknow my cauſe of grief 
MixRR vA, not content to've overturn'd 

7 E'en to the ground, the ſtately city of Troy, 
25 3 . Which I defended ; and to've been aveng'd 


* . 
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On th' other look'd, their eyes returning ſtill 60 


; On Venus. But they ſoon perceiv'd, her eyes 
8 5 Were bath'd in tears, and on her viſage hung 
A cloud of grief. 
4 | 
3 Mean-while ſhe ſweeps along, 
25 Advancing tow'rds the throne of Jorirzn, 65 
With motion ſmooth and light, as on the wing 
: A bird ſwift-ſailing cuts the liquid air. 
Jovx with complacency beholding her, 
Smil'd graciouſly, and, riſing from his throne, 
Embrac'd her. What, ſaid he, my daughter dear, 
8 What is your cauſe of grief? I cannot ſee 
2 Your tears, unmov'd ; fear not u unfold your heart 
; * To me; you know my tenderne!s and love. 


With ſoft and plaintive voice, by deep-fetch'd 


75 


Father of Gods and men, can'ſt thou, to whom 
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Of PaR1s, who preferr'd my chacks/t her's ; 
Through ev'ry ſea, through ev'ry clime, conducts 
The ſon of that ULxssEs, by whoſe arts 

And cruelty that famous city fell, 

MINERYA accompanies 'TELEMACHUS ; 8 5 
"Tis that which keeps her from her place in heav'n, 
Among the reſt of the Divinities ; ; 

'T'was ſhe conducted to th' iſle of Cyprus- 

That raſh young man, t' inſult and ſcorn my pow'r; 
Incenſe he did not een vouchſafe to burn 99 
Upon my altars; horror he expreſs'd 

At the feaſts celebrated in that iſle, 

To do me honour ; he ſhut up his heart 

From all my pleaſures, NEPTUNE too in vain, 
At my requeſt, ſtirr'd up the winds and waves 95 
To puniſh him. He, on CaLves0's iſle 
Thrown by a dreadful ſhipwreck, triumph'd there 
O'er Love himſelf, whom I had thither ſent, 

I' impreſs with tenderneſs the young Greek's heart. 
Neither CaLyPso's youthful. charms, nor thoſe 

Of all her Nymphs, nor CueiD's hery ſhafts, 
Could aught againſt MiNERvaA's arts avail, 

She ſnatch'd him from the iſle, Thus are my 
{ſchemes 


Confounded, triumph'd over by a boy. 
. To 


323 - 
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To give her conſolation, Jovk replied; 105 
'Tis true, my daughter, that MINERVA guards 
That young Greek's heart againſt the ſhafts of 


love, 
And is preparing for him ſuch renown, 
And glory, as no youth e'er yet attain'd. | 
That he ſhould treat your altars with contempt, 110 


I diſapprove ; yet I can ne'er conſent 


That he ſhould be ſubmitted to your pow'rs, 


For your ſake I agree, that he ſhall ſtill, 


By ſea and land, far from his country roam, 


To ev'ry danger, ev'ry ill, expos'd : 115 


But that he periſh, or his virtue yield 

To thoſe your pleaſures that ſeduce mankind, 
The Deſtinies forbid. Take comfort then, 
My daughter, be contented to retain 


80 many other heroes in your pow'r, 120 


And e'en immortals. As he ſpake theſe words, 

Jovx, with a gracious and majeſtic ſmile, 

Looking on VExNxUs, from his eyes beam'd. forth 

A brightneſs piercing as the lightning-flaſh ; 

And tenderly embracing her, he fill'dd 126 
With odours all divine heav'n's ample ſpace. 

To this embrace from the ſupreme of Gods, 

The Goddeſs could not but be ſenſible: 
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In ſpite of all her grief and tears, a joy 
Was ſeen to kindle in her countenance : , 130 
Her bluſhes and embarraſſment to hide, 

She dropt her veil, Th aſſembly of the Gods 
The words of Jove applaud, and Venus goes 
In ſearch of NEeTUNE, with him to concert | 
The means t' enforce againſt TELEMACHUs 135 
Her fixt revenge. | 


\- % 


2 


To NeyPTUNE ſhe recounts 
The words of Jovs, Already, he replied, 
know th immutable decree of fate. 


But if, we cannot in the raging deep 140 


Bury TELEMACHUS, yet let us leave 

No means untried to load him with diſtreſs, 

And to retard his ſo-much- wiſh'd return 

To Ithaca. But I can ne'er conſent, 

That the Phoenician veſſel he is in 145 
Should periſh 3 the Phœnicians I regard, | 
They are my people, and no nation lives, 

That cultivates, like them, my watry reign. 

'Tis by their means that nations far remote, 
Whour ſeas divide, are link'd in ſoclal bands. 150 
Their altars with continual victims ſmoke, 


To honour me; a people wiſe. and-juſt, 
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In commerce active, and to every clime 
Conveying plenty. I can ne'er permit, 

O Goddeſs, that their veſſel ſhould be loſt ; 
But I will make the pilot loſe his courſe, 
And fteer the veſſel far from Ithaca, 


155 


Whither they wiſh to go.— This promiſe made, 


Vexus, well pleas'd, with a malignant ſmile 


Mounted her flying car, and ſoon return'd 


160 


To where IpALIA ſpreads her flow'ry meads; 


Where dancing round her on the fragrant flow'rs, 


The Graces, Sports, and Smiles, expreſs'd their joy, 


On ſecing her again. 


Straight NEPTUNE ſent 


A Deity deluſive, like a dream, 

Except that dreams delude but during ſleep, 
Whereag this Deity the ſenſe enchants. 

Of thoſe who wake. Attended by. a crowd 
- Innum'rable of winged phantoms vain, 
That hover round him, this malicious God 
A ſubtile and enchanted liquor dropt 

Into the pilot ATHAamas's eyes, 

As he attentively obſery'd the moon, 

The ftars, and Ithaca's ſteep, rocky coaſt 
A little diſtance off. Aud now no more 
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Aught real to the pilot's eyes appear'd : 
Falſe ſkies, falſe land, obtruded on his ſight. 


The ſtars appear'd as they had chang'd their courſe 


In motion retrograde; all th' heavens appear'd 180 
By ſome new laws to move; the earth itſelf 
Seem'd chang'd. A counterfeit of Ithaca, 

T' amuſe the pilot, play'd before his eyes, 

Whilſt he was ſtill aberring from the true. 

The more he advanc'd tow'rds the deceitful coaſt, 
The more th' amuſive image ſeem'd withdrawn; 
jt fled before him ſtill, and of this flight 


He knew not what to think. Sometimes he thought 


He already heard the buſtle in the port; 
And was preparing ſecretly to land, 199 
According to th” inſtructions he'd receiv'd, 
On a ſmall iſland near the greater one; 
That the arrival of TELEMACHUS 
Might from the ſuitors of PEN ELO PR, 
Who were combin'd againſt him, be conceal'd. 195 
Sometimes he fear'd the rocks that form the coaſt, 
And ſeem'd to hear the waves with dreadful noiſe 
Daſhing againſt the rocks ; then all at once 
The land ſeem'd ſtill remov'd. The hills appear'd 
But as a diſtant cloud- with which ſometimes, 200 
At ſetting ſun, th' horizon is obſcur'd. 
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The pilot ArHAMas was in amaze, 

And the impreſſion of the Deity, 

That held his eyes in this enchanted ſtate, 

Was ſuch as made him feel all over ſeiz'd 205 

With ſome poſſeſſion ſtrange. He now was led 

To think it th? illuſion of a dream; 

NEPTUNE mean-while commands th' eaſt- wind to 
blow, 

And waſt the veſſel to th* Heſperian coaſt, 

The wind with violence obeys, and ſoon 210 

The veſſel at the deſtin'd ſhore arrives. 


 AvRoRa now announc'd th' approach of day; 
The ſtars, that ſee with jealouſy and fear 
The ſolar beam, were now about to hide 
In th' ocean- ſtream their fading, languid fires, 215 
When ſuddenly the pilot cried—at length 
My doubts are at an end; we almoſt touch 
The iſle of Ithaca; and now rejoice, 
Rejoice, TELEMACHUS; Within an hour 
You'll ſee PENELOP E, and find perhaps 2.2.0 


ULyssEs reinſtated in his throne, 


TELEMACHUs, then wrapt in th' arms of ſleep, 


Wak'd with the cry, tarts up, the ſteerage mounts, 
Embraces 
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Embraces ArhAMaAs, and caſts his eyes, 

As yet ſcarce open, on th' adjacent coaſt; 225 
Then deeply fighs ;—in what he now beheld, 

Ile could not recognize his native ſhore. 

Alas! where are we? ArHAMAs, ſaid he, 

You are deceiv'd; this is not Ithaca; 

To this coaſt, fo far diſtant from your own, 230 


You're quite a ſtranger, 


ATHAMAS exclaim'd, 
Impoſſible ! I cannot be deceiv'd, 
When I obſerve the borders of this iſle, 
How often have I ſail'd into your port ! 235 
I know its ſmalleſt rocks; the Tyrian ſhore 
Is ſcarcely freſher in my memory. 
Obſerve this mountain that advances, ſee 
This tow'r-like rock; and hear you not the waves 
Breaking againſt theſe other rocks, that ſeem 240 
Headlong to threaten with their fall the ſea ? 
But mark you not Mix ERVvA's temple there, 
Touching the clouds? — Behold ULxsskEs' houſe, 
Your father's houſe and caſtle !—Yau're deceiv'd, 


O ATHAmMas, replied TELEMAcnvs ; 245 


I ſee indeed an elevated coaſt, 


But ſmooth and even; a city I perceive, 
B 2 
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But *tis not that of Ithaca. O Gods 
And is it thus ye ſport with human woes! 


Book IX. 


As he pronounc'd theſe words, the pilot's ſight 


Was alter'd all at once; the charm diſſolv'd; 


The coaſt he now ſaw in its real form, 
And his late error. O TELEMAcnvs, 


"Tis plain, faid he, that by ſome hoſtile God 


My eyes have been enchanted ; I believ'd 

I clearly ſaw the iſle of Ithaca; 

Its image was preſented to my view ; 

Its very form entire ; which now at once 
Fleets, like a dream, away. I ſee, in fact, 
Another city ; *tis without a doubt, 
Salentum, which IpoukENEUs, from Crete, 
Has newly founded on th' Heſperian coaſt, 
I ſee the riſing walls, not yet complete, 
And an unfiniſh'd port. 


Whilſt ATHAMaAs 
The growing city's new and various works 
Was now obſerving, and TELEMACHUsS 


Lamenting his unhappy fate, the wind 


255 


260 


265 


Which NEPTUNE caus'd to blow, with ſwelling 


fails 


Brought 
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Brought them into a fair and ſhelter'd road, 270 
Cloſe to the port, 


MenToR, who was appriz'd 
Of VExus' artifice and cruelty, 
And NeeTUNE's plann'd revenge, had only ſmil'd 
At ArHAMaAs' miſtake, When near the port, 275 
Said MENTOR to TELEMACHUs, By this 
Jove tries your fortitude, but does not mean 
That you ſhould periſh ; no, he but intends 
To point your way to glory and renown. 
Remember HrercuLEs's toils, and keep 280 
Your father's ſufferings ſtill before your eyes. 
Greatneſs of ſoul he wants, who knows not how 
T” endure misfortune. By your fortitude, 
And by your patience, you muſt weary out 
The cruelty of fortune, who delights 285 
To afflict and perſecute you. I leſs fear 
All the moſt frightful dangers you can prove, 
At ſea, from NEePTUNE's vengeance, than I fear 
That Goddeſs' ſmooth, inſinuating wiles, 
Who kept you in her iſle, Why loſe we time? 
Come, let us make the port ; here we ſhall find 
A people friendly; Greeks, our countrymen. 
B 3 IdoMENEVS, 
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IpoukNEus, who fortune's frowns hath felt, 

Will pity our misfortunes. They at once 
Enter'd the port, where the Phœnician ſhip 295 
Was eaſily admitted, as that ſtate 

Trafficks, and is at peace, with all the world. 


TELEMACHUS with admiration view'd 

This riſing city, like a thriving plant, 
That, nouriſh'd by the evening dew, at morn 300 
Meets the warm ſun's enliv'ning ray; it grows, 
Opens its tender buds, its green leaves ſpreads ; 
Blooming, a thouſand various colours ſhews, 
Scenting the air; and ev'ry moment adds 
Freſh luſtre to its charms. Thus on the coaſt 305 
Ibpoukxzus' new city flouriſh'd fair, 
Each day, each hour, magnificently grew, 
And from afar to ſtrangers out at ſea 
Freſh works of architecture ſtill diſplay'd, 
T hat rais'd their tow'ring heads to heaven, The 

coaſt 310 
All round re-echo'd with the workmen's cries, 
And ſtrokes of hammers ; ſtones were drawn on 
high 
By cranes with ropes, The chiefs by morning- 
dawn 

The 
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The people animated to their work; 

And king IDoMENEvus, by orders giv'n 315 
In perſon, with incredible diſpatch 

Caus'd all the works to advance. 


The veſſel now, 
With MenTor and TELEMACHnvs, arriv'd, 

The Cretans treated them with ev'ry mark 320 
Of friendlineſs and hoſpitality. 

They then made haſte to apprize Inomeneus 

Of the arrival of ULyssEs' ſon : 

ULyssEs' ſon ! cried he, my deareſt friend 
ULysSEs, that ſage hero, by whoſe aid 325 
We overturn'd at length the city of Troy |! 


I Bring him to me, that I may ſhew the ſon 


What love I bore the father. Straight they bring 
TELEMACHUs before him, who demands 
Protection due to ſtrangers, and his name 330 
Declares. IDoMENEvs, with aſpect mild 
And cheerful, anſwered him; Had I indeed 
Not been inform'd whoſe ſon you are, I think 
I ſhould have known you. See ULxssES' ſelf, 
Behold his firm and piercing look, his air 335 
Cold and reſery'd at firſt, but under which 
So much vivacity and grace was hid 

I recogniſe 
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I recogniſe e'en that engaging ſmile, 

That eaſy carriage, that bewitching turn 

Of flowing eloquence, that won the heart 9340 

Before diſtruſt could enter! You're indeed 

ULvssts' ſon, but ſhall be alſo mine. 

O ſon, my dear fon, tell me, what deſign 

Or chance hath brought you hither? Are you 
come 

To ſeek your father? I, alas! can give 345 

No tidings of him ; both myſelf and he 

Have been the ſport of fortune. It hath been 

His fate to wander from his country ; mine, 

To find indeed my country, but purſu'd 

By all the wrath of heaven. Ipomenrus, 

As he ſpoke this, on MENTOR fix'd his eye, 

As on a perſon. whom he once had known, 

But one whoſe name he could not recollect. 
TELEMACHUS, with tears replied ; O king, 
Pardon the ſorrow which I cannot hide 355 

At ſuch a ſeaſon, when I rather ought 

Nothing but joy and gratitude to ſhow 

Due to your goodneſs. Yet by that regret 
Which for ULvssEs* loſs you're pleas'd t' expreſs, 


You teach me ſtill more ſenſibly to feel 360 
The 
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The hardſhip of my fate, who now ſo long, 
Through all the dangers of the deep, have ſought 
My father ſtill in vain. The Gods incens'd, 
Will not reſtore him to my longing eyes, 

Nor let me know if he's in ſhipwreck loſt; 365 
Nor bring me back to Ithaca, where long 

PEN ELO PE has languiſh'd to be freed 

From her audacious ſuitors. I ſuppos'd 

I ſhould have found her i' the iſle of Crete; 
Twas there I learnt your cruel deſtiny; 370 
[ little thought I ever ſhould approach 

Th' Heſperian coaſt, to ſee you founding there 
Another kingdom. But my wayward fate, 

That keeps me wand'ring far from Ithaca, 

Hath thrown me on your coaſts ; of all the ills, 
I've yet endur'd, the moſt ſupportable; 

As by its means, though from my country far, 

I'm made acquainted with the beſt of kings. 


On this, Inomenevs with tenderneſs 
Embrac'd TELEMACHUs, and leading on 380 
Tow'rds his palace, aſk'd him, Who may be 
This old man that attends you, that appears 
So ſage and fo diſcreet? I muſt, methinks, 


Have often ſeen him at ſome former time. 
Tia, 


— — 


22 THE ADVENTURES Book IX. 


»Tis, faid T ELEMACHUS, ULyssEs' friend 385 
MexToR, to whom ULxssEs gave the care 

And conduct of my infancy ; but how, 

Or in what words, can I expreſs the ſum 

Of what I owe him ? 


Then IDOMENEUS 390 
Advances, and to MexToR gives his hand: 
We've ſeen, ſaid he, each other heretofore, 
You tecollect a voyage which you made 
To Crete, and the advice you gave me then, 
But heat of youth, and love of pleaſures vain, 
Then hurry'd me away. *Twas fit, I own, 
That by misfortunes I ſhould learn, at laft, 
Wust 1 wes Gill ungzilling to believe, 
Ves, —would to heav'n I had believ'd your words, 
O wiſe old man! But I'm amaz'd to ſee 4.00 
You're hardly chang'd after ſo many years ; 
That freſhneſs of complexion, vig'rous health, 
And uprightneſs of carriage, you retain; 


Your hair alone 's a little chang'd, 


| Great king, 405 
MenrTor reply'd, were I a flatterer, 


I in likewiſe ſhould tell you, you retain 
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That flow'r of youth, which in your features 
bloom'd 

Before the ſiege of Troy. But I ſhould chooſe 

Rather to ſay what might not pleaſe your ear, 410 

Than violate the truth. Beſides, I find 

By your diſcourſe you love not flattery 

That, with regard to you, one runs no riſk 

In ſpeaking with ſincerity. In fact, 

You're greatly alter'd ſince I ſaw you laſt, 415 

That I ſhould ſcarce have known you ; but the 
cauſe 

know; it is, that you have ſuffer'd much 

In your misfortunes ; but, on th' other hand, 

You've alſo gain'd much, fince, by ſuff ring thus, 

You have attain'd to wiidom. One may well 420 

Conſole oneſelf for wrinkles on the brow, 

While th' heart improves in virtue. Alſo know, 

That kings are ſtill more ſubject to decay 

Than other men. Anxiety of mind, 

Fatigue of body, in adverlity, 425 

Make them grow old before the time. Again, 

Lull'd in the boſom of proſperity, 

A ſoft, luxurious life, then wears them out, 

More than the toils of war. There's nothing tends 


Inſenſibly to undermine the health, 4.30 
More 
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More than thoſe pleaſures which are apt to lead 
Beyond the bounds of moderation. Hence 

It comes to paſs, that kings, in peace and war, 
Are ſubject ſtill to pleaſures, and to pains, 

That hurry on old age before the time 435 
In which *twould elſe, in Nature's courſe, arrive, 
A ſober, regular, laborious life, 

Of moderation and ſimplicity, 

Exempt from anxious paſſions, will preſerve 

In a wiſe man that livelineſs of youth, 540 
Which elſe is ever, on the wings of Time, 

Ready to take its flight, 


IpoukExEus, 
With MEN TOR's converſation charm'd, would long 
Have liſten'd to him, but a meſſenger 445 
Came to remind him of a ſacrifice 
He intended to perform to JUP1TER, 
TELEMACHUs and MENTOR follow'd him; 
They were ſurrounded by a num'rous crowd, 
With eagerneſs and curioſity 450 
Obſerving theſe two ſtrangers. As they paſs'd, 
Thus to each other the Salentines ſaid; 
Theſe two men differ much; the young appears 


Lively and amiable beyond compare, 
While 


Inf 
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While ev'ry grace of beauty and of youth 455 
Informs his perſon, and his countenance; 

But in this beauty there is nothing ſoft, 

Nothing effeminate ; with all this bloom 

Of youth, he ſeems robuſt and vigorous, 

To toil inur'd. The other, tho' in years 450 
Much more advanc'd, apparently retains 

His ſtrength entire; his mien appears at firſt 

Not ſo commanding, and his countenance 

Leſs amiable ; but when you view him near, 

You find in that ſimplicity the marks 465 
Of wiſdom and of virtue, with an air 

Of grandeur that amazes, When the Gods 
Came down to earth t' impart their high beheſts 
To mortals, they, no doubt, aſſum'd ſuch forms 


Of ſtrangers, and of travellers, 470 


Mean- while 
They reach the Temple conſecrate to Jove, 
And which IpoMENEvUs, of that God ſprung, 
And with immenſe magnificence adorn'd, 
It was ſurrounded by a double row 475 
Of marble pillars vein'd ; the capitals 
Of ſilver; all the Temple was inlaid 
With marble pediments in baſs-relief, 
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That repreſented Joir ER as chang'd 

Into a bull, EvroPa's raviſhment, 480 
And paſſage into Crete acroſs the waves, 

Which ſeem'd to pay reſpect to JUPITER, 

Tho” under that diſguiſe, In order next, 

The birth and youth of Mixos were deſcrib'd : 
Then this wiſe king, in years advanc'd, was ſeen 
Eſtabliſhing ſuch laws throughout his iſle, 

As might preſerve it ever flouriſhing. 

The chief events, too, of the ſiege of Troy, 
TELEMACHUs obſery'd, were there deſcrib'd, 
Wherein IdomENEvs a hero's fame 490 
And glory, by his conduct, had acquir'd. 

His father next he ſought for; him he found 
Seizing the ſteeds of Raesvs, newly ſlain 

By the hand of Drowep ; difputing next 

With Ajax his competitor, the arms 495 
Of PRLEVs' ſon, before the Grecian chiefs : 

Laſt, from the fatal horſe he ſees him ſpring, 

To ſpill the blood of Troy. 


TELEMACHUS 
Knew him at once in theſe illuſtrious deeds, 500 
Of which he oft had heard, which MEN TOR too 


Had oft related, Tears ſtole down his cheeks, 
His 
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His colour chang'd, his countenance appear*d 

All o'ercaſt with woe. IDOMENEUS 

Perceiv'd the change (though to conceal his grief, 
'T ELEMACHUS had turn'd away his face ;) 

Be not aſham'd, ſaid he, let us ſee 

How you're affected with your father's deeds, 


His glorious deeds, and adverſe fate. 


Mean- while 510 
The people in great crowds aſſembling, fill'd 
The porticoes, that, by the double rangs 
Of marble pillars form'd, in circuit vaſt 
Went round the temple. There appear'd a ſet 
Of youths, and of young damſels, chanting forth 
The praiſe of him who graſps the thunderbolt. 
This choſen ſet, moſt elegant of form, 
Were dreſs'd in white, their heads perfum'd, and 
crown'd 

With roſeate garlands; their long flowing hair 
Beneath their ſhoulders hung. IopouENEHus 520 
A hundred bullocks ſacrific'd to Jove, 
To render him propitious in a war 
He was engag'd in, with the neighb'ring ſtates, 
On every ſide the blood of victims ſtream'd, 
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And into large deep vaſes was receiv'd, 525 
Of gold and ſilver. 


Old THEOPHANES, 
Prieſt of the Temple, fav'cite o' the Gods, 
While they were ſacrificing, kept his head 
Wrapt in his purple robe. He then conſults 530 
Th' entrails that were palpitating till. 
When on the ſacred tripod plac'd, O heaven! 
Who then are theſe two ſtrangers, he exclaims, 
Sent hither, doubtleſs, by the Gods]! The war 
We've undertaken, would, without their aid, 535 
Prove fatal, and Salentum fall to ruin, 
Ere yet complete. I a young hero ſee, 
Whom wiſdom leads by th' hand ;—but more than 

this 


Is not for mortal tongue t' expreſs, 


His looks, 540 
As he pronounc'd theſe words, were wild; his eyes 
On fire, and other objects ſeem'd to ſee 
Than thoſe before him ; while his countenance 
Was all inflam'd ; he was beſide himſelf, 
In tranſport loſt ; his hair ſtarts up on end, 545 
His arms up-held and motionleſs, his mouth 


Foaming ; 


Boe 
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Foaming; his voice is ſtrain'd beyond its pitch, 

With more than human ſtrength; he pants for 
breath, 

Nor can contain within him the divine 

Afflation agitating all his frame, 550 


Happy IpouExNEUs! again he cries, 
What is't I ſee! What mighty ills eſcap'd ! 
What peace, and what tranquillity within, 
Without what battles, and what victories ! 
Thy toils, TELEMACHvs, thy toils ſurpals $555 
Thoſe of thy father; by thy ſword ſubdu'd | 
The fierce foe groans in duſt ; the gates of braſs, 
The ran arts inacceſſible, at once 
Beforee thee fall. -O mighty Goddeſs, whom 
Thou, whom his father O young man, once more 
Shalt thou behold !—In ſpeaking this, his words 
Died on his tongue, and he remain'd perforce 
In blank aſtoniſhment and ſilence fixt. 


The crowd is chill'd with fear. IpoukxRUs, 
All trembling, dares not aſk him to conclude, 565 
TELEMACHvs, ſurpriz'd, ſcarce comprehends 
The words he heard, can ſcarce believe he heard 
Such high predictions. Only MEN TroR ſtands 

C 3 Unmoy'd 
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Unmoy'd. You hear, ſaid he, to IDoukNEus, 
Th' intention of the Gods. Whatever ſtate 570 
You fight againſt, the vict'ry will be your's, 
And be aſſur'd, that your ſucceſs in arms 

To this young man, ULyssEs' ſon, you'll owe. 
Look not upon him with a jealous eye, 

Make but a proper uſe of what the Gods 575 


Beſtow on you through him, 


IpoMENEUS 
Still in aſtoniſhment, attempts to ſpeak ;— 
In vain ;—ſpeech fails him ;—when TELEMACHus 
Not ſo embarraſs'd, thus to MENTOR ſpoke; 580 
»Tis not the glory which I heard announc'd, 
Moves me ;—but what is meant by thoſe laſt words, 
Once more ſbalt thou behald © once more behold 
My father ? or is't only Ithaca ? | 
O that he had but made an end !—I'm now 585 
More in ſuſpenſe than ever. O ULvssts ! 
My father ! is it you I ſhall behold ? 
Can it be ſo? I indulge my hopes too far. 
O cruel Oracle, that tak'ſt delight 
In ſorting with diſtreſs! But one word more, 590 


And then my happiacls had been complete. 


Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, ſaid Mex rok, what the Gods reveal, 
And ſearch not into that they mean to hide: 
For prying curioſity deſerves, 
And meets with diſappointment, Tis indeed 595 
The wiſdom and the goodneſs of the Gods, 
That in impenetrable darkneſs hides, 
From weak and mortal man, his deſtiny. 
To foreſee what depends upon ourſelves, 
Is uſeful for the doing of it well; 609 
Tis no lefs uſeful, not to know the things 
Our foreſight can't ſecure ; or how the Gods 


Mean to diſpoſe of us. 


TELEMACHUS, 
Tho' by theſe words impreſs d, not without pain, 
At length reftrain'd himſelf. Inomenevs, 
Recover'd now from his aſtoniſhment, 
Began to praiſe the mighty pow'r of Joys, 
For ſending MENTOR and TELEMACHUS, 
To render him victorious o'er his foes. 610 
After a ſumptuous treat, which follow'd next 
After the ſacrifice, he thus addreſs d 
The new-arriv'd: 


I own, 
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I own, I little knew 
Of th' art to reign, when I return'd to Crete, 615 
After the ſiege of Troy. My deareſt friends, 
You know the fatal chance, the ſad event, 
Which loſt me the dominion of that iſle, 
As you aſſure me you have been in Crete, 
Since my departure thence, Too happy ſtill, 620 
If the ſad ſtrokes of fortune I've endur'd, 
Have ſerv'd to teach me wiſdom, and the art 
Of governing myſelf! I croſs'd the ſeas, 
Juſt like a fugitive that is purſued 
By all the vengeance both of Gods and men, 625 
All my paſt grandeur ſery'd but to enhance 
The ſhame and ſad misfortune of my fall. 
I came to ſhelter here my houſhold Gods 
Here in this deſert country, where I found 


A wild, uncultivated ſoil, o'erſpread 630 


With thorns and briars; foreſts old as th' earth; 


Rocks almoſt inacceſſible, the haunt 

Of beaſts of prey. So low was I reduc'd, 

That, with a few companions of my flight, 

I e'en rejoic'd to have this deſert ſpot, 635 
To look on as my country, never more 

Hoping to ſee that cultivated iſle, 


Where I was born to reign, Ah! what a change! 
| Said 
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Said I within myſelf; how terrible, 

How dreadful an example am I made, 640 
To warn, and t' inſtruct the kings of th” earth! 
Advanc'd above the reſt of men, they think 


They've nought to fear, when their exalted {tate 


Makes them indeed have ev'ry thing to fear. 

I by my foes was dreaded, and belov'd 645 
By all my ſubjects; I was at the head 

Of a moſt powerful and warlike ſtate ; 

My name was known in countries far remote; 

In a delicious, fruitful iſle I reign'd ; 

Still from an hundred cities I receiv'd, 650 
Each year, a tribute of their wealth; and all 
Acknowledg'd my deſcent from Jurir ER, 

Born in their country. They regarded me 

As grandſon too of Mixos, whoſe wiſe laws 

Had render'd them fo great and flouriſhing. 655 
Wat could be wanting to my happineſs, 

But knowing how that happineſs t' enjoy 

With moderation ? But o'erweening pride, 

And liſt'ning to the voice of flatterers, 

O'erturn d my throne, E' en fo all kings ſhall fall, 
Who, yielding to their paſſions, are ſeduc'd 

By the ſmooth councils of inſidious minds, 


To raiſe the courage of my followers, 
During 
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During the day I labour'd to put on 

A countenance of cheerfulneſs and hope. 665 
Let us, ſaid I, another city build, 

That may conſole us for our loſſes paſt. 

The people round us to this enterpriſe 

Urge us by their example. Here we ſee 
Tarentum near us lifting up its head 
PHALANTUsS with his Spartan followers, 

Hath this new kingdom founded ; there again 

A mighty city, nam'd Petilia, rais'd 

By PRILOCTETES. Metapontus too 

Is ſuch another colony. Shall we 675 
Do leſs than they, all wand'rers like ourſelves ? 


Our fortune is not harder, ſure, than theirs, 


Thus while I labour'd to compoſe the minds 
Of my companions, on my own heart hung 
A deep and deadly ſorrow. * Twas to me 680 
A conſolation, when th' approach of night 
Envelop'd me in darkneſs, to deplore, 
Without reſtraint, my miſerable fate. 
Two ſtreams of bitter tears ran down my cheeks ; 
Sleep was a ſtranger to my eyes. Next day 685 
My labours with new ardour were renew'd. 


MEN Tron, *twas this made me appear fo old. 
IDoMENEUsS), 
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IdoMENEvs, here ending th” account 


Of his hard fortune, aſk'd TELEMAchHus 


And MEN ron, for their ſuccour in the war 690 
In which he was engag'd. I'll undertake 

To ſend you back, ſaid he, to Ithaca, 

Soon as the war is ended, I, mean-while, 

Will ſend out ſhips to ev'ry diſtant ſhore, 

To ſeek ULyssEs. On whatever coaſt 695 
Of the known world, the hero may be thrown, 
Either by ſtorm, or th” anger of ſome God, 

I'll foon find means to fetch him thence. 


Pleaſe heav'n 
He may be till alive! I'll ſend you home 
In the-beſt veſſels ever built in Crete, 700 


Of wood conſtructed, on mount Ida cut, 


Where Jue1TER was born. This ſacred wood 


Is proof againſt the waves ! the winds and rocks 

Fear and reſpect it. NEPTUNE too hitnſelf, 

Tho! in the fierceſt anger, durſt not raiſe 705 

The billows to aſſault it. Be aſſur'd 

You ſhall return to Ithaca with eaſe, * A 

Pleaſure, and fafety ; that no hoſtile God 

Shall more detain you wand'ring o'er the deep; 

The paſſage hence to Ithaca is ſhort 710 
And 
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And eaſy. Send the Tyrian veſſel back, 

That brought you hither. Be the glory yours, 

Be it your only care t' eſtabliſh now 

The new-form'd kingdom of IpoMENEvus, 

And make amends for all his former ills, 715 
On theſe terms ſhall ULxssEs' ſon be deem'd | 
Worthy of his father. If by cruel fate 

He be deſcended to the ſhades below, 

All Greece with grateful rapture ſhall confeſs 


He's in the ſon reviv'd. 720 


TELEMACHUS 
At theſe words interrupts IDOMENEVUS : 
Let us diſmiſs, ſaid he, the Tyrian bark, x 3 
Why loſe we time t' attack your enemies? 
Your enemies are ours, It we came off 725 


In Sicily victorious, when we fought 


ll 


In favour of Aceſtes foe to Greece, 

A Trojan prince ; ſhall we not then engage, 
With {till more zeal, more favour'd by the Gods, 
For one of thoſe heroic Grecian chiefs, 730 


Who laid in duſt th” injurious city of Troy ? 


The Oracle, which we have heard announc'd, 


Leaves us no room to doubt of our ſucceſs, 


29 IE 60 


| 
| END OF THE NINTH BOOK, 
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Idomencus informs 


againſt the Mandurians. He relates, that theſe 
people had, on his fit landing, given up to him 
that coaſt of Heſperia, where he had founded his 
city; that they had retired to the adjacent moun- 
tains, where ſome of their people having been ill- 
treated by a party of his, they ſent to him a depu- 
tation of two old men, with whom he had agreed 
upon articles of peace; that after an infraction of 
the treaty by ſome of his people, who were not ac- 
quainted with it, the Mandurians were preparing 


to make war upon him, 


While Idomencus was giving this account, the Man— 
durians, who had made all haſte to take arms, pre- 
ſent themſelves at the gates of Salentum, N:/tory 
Phile&etes, and Phalanthus, whom Idomenens ſup- 
Poſed to be neutral, appear againſt him in the army 
of the Mandurians, Mentor ſallies out from Sa- 
lentum, and goes alone to propoſe conditions of peace 


te the enemy, 
11 
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ENTOR, with a compos'd and placid air 
Eying TELEMACHOs, already fill'd 

With noble ardour for the field, thus ſpoke : 
Son of ULyssEs, I with pleaſure ſee 
Your thirſt of glory; but remember till, 5 
Your father at the ſiege of Troy acquir'd 
So great renown among the Grecian chiefs, 
But as in wiſdom he excell'd the reſt, 
And moderation. PELEevs? fon ACHILLES, 
Invincible, invulnerable deem'd, 10 
Tho? ſure to carry dire diſmay and death, 
Where'er he fought, yet could not conquer Troy; 
Falling himſelf before the Trojan walls, 
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That city triumph'd o'er the conqueror 

Of Hecror, But ULyssEs, who combin'd 15 
Valour with prudence, carry'd fire and ſword 

Into the midſt of Troy, and by his hands 

Fell to the ground thoſe proud and lofty tow'rs, 
That menac'd, for the ſpace of ten long years, 

All Greece combin'd. Far as MIN RRVA is 20 
To Mars ſuperior, ſo true valour, join'd 

With foreſight and diſcretion, far excels 

A fierce and brutal courage. Let us then 

Firſt be inform'd of ev'ry circumſtance 

| Relating to the war we undertake. 25 
No danger I decline ; but yet I think 

You're bound, IDoMENEvUs, to let us know, 
Whether your war be juſt ; next, who they are 
You fight againſt ; and what may be your force, 
To give you any proſpect of ſucces, 30 


When on this coaſt, reply'd Inomenevs, 
We landed, here a ſavage race we found, 
Wand'ring in foreſts, living by the chaſe, 
And on the fruits which of ſpontaneous growth 
The trees produce. Theſe people, who are call'd 
Mandurians, when they ſaw our ſhips and arms, 


Surpris'd and terrify'd, to th' hills retir'd. 
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But our men, having curioſity 

To view the country, and a ftrong deſire 
To hunt the deer, in their excurſions met 40 
Some of theſe ſavages ; the chiefs of whom 

Said to the men, That fair and fertile tract 

Of country bordering on the ſea, to you 

We have abandon'd ; for ourſelves reſerv'd 

Only theſe ſteep and craggy mountains; here 45 
You ought at leaſt to leave us undiſturb'd, 

We find you wand'ring, diſpers'd, and weak; 

We might at once diſpatch you, and prevent 
Vour countrymen from knowing e'en your fate. 
But ſhall we ſtain our hands with blood? the blood 
Of thoſe who're men like us? Remember, then, 
You owe your lives to our humanity. 

Never forget, that from a people too, 

Whom you call groſs and ſavage, you receive 
This leſſon, diCtated by moderation 55 
And generoſity. 


Our men, diſmiſs'd 
By the barbarians, to the camp returning, 
Related what had paſt. Our people, mov'd 
By the relation, ſhame-fill's at the thought 60 


That Cretans ow'd their lives to ſuch a troop 
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Of fugitives, who in their eyes appear'd 

More to reſemble bears than men,—went out 

To hunt in greater number than before, 

And with all ſorts of arms prepar'd. IT hey ſoon 
Encounter'd and attack'd the ſavages. 

Fierce was the conflict. Swift from either ſide 
Flew arrows, as a ſtormy ſhow'r of hail 
Deſcending pours on the ſubjected plain. 

The worſted ſavages betook themſelves 70 
To their ſteep, rocky mountains, where our men 


Durſt not engage them. 


Not long after this, 
Sent to me by this people, hither came 
Two of their wiſeſt eld, demanding peace. 75 
They brought me preſents ; fruits, and ſkins of 
beaſts. 
Their gifts preſented, they thus ſpake : 


« O king, 
« We hold in one hand, as thou ſeeſt, the ſword, 
&« In th' other hand an olive-branch;“ (in fact, 80 
Theſe emblems, one in either hand, they held;) 
c“ Here's peace, or war; chooſe either. We prefer 


« Peace; for the love of which we felt no ſhame 
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« In giving up to thee that fertile tract 

« By the ſea-ſhore, where the enliv'ning ſun 85 

<« Brings forth ſuch plenty of delicious fruits. 

« Yet ſweeter far is peace than all theſe fruits: 

« For peace to thoſe high mountains we retir'd, 

« That {till with froſt and ſnow are cover'd o'er, 

« Where nor the pleaſing flow'rs of ſpring are 
« ſeen, 99 

« Nor the rich fruits of autumn. We deteſt, 

« We ſee with horror, that brutality, I 

« Under ambition's ſpecious name diſguis'd, 

« And glory call'd, folly more juſtly deem'd, 

« Which lays waſte provinces, and ſpills the blood 

&« Of men, who all are brethren, If thou irt mov'd 

„Wich this falſe glory, thee we envy not, 

« But rather pity,' and implore the Gods 

Still to keep us from madneſs ſuch as this. 

« If ſcience, which the Greeks with ſo much care 

« Are taught, if that politeneſs which they boaſt, 

Only injuſtice, ſuch as this, inſpire, 

© The want of theſe advantages we deem 

“Our greateſt happineſs ; and it ſhall be 

„Our glory ever to be ſavages; Iog 

« But faithful, juſt, humane, and liberal, 

« Contented with a little, taught to ſcorn 

That 
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c That curious nicety, which ſtill creates 

e Falſe wants, falſe appetites, What we eſteem 
es health, frugality, and liberty, 110 
« Vigour of mind and body; virtue unfeign'd, 

« Due rey'rence to the Gods, benevolence 

« To thoſe around us, true attachment ſhewn 

« To friends, fidelity to all the world, 

« With moderation in proſperity, X 115 
« In adverſe fortune equanimity, 

« Courage with conſtancy to ſpeak the truth, 

« And dread of ſlatt'ry. Such the people are, 

& We offer thee as neighbours and allies, 

« Tf, thro' the anger of th' offended Gods, 120 
* Thou *rt blinded fo as to deny us peace, 

&« Thou wilt at laſt experience, but too late, 

« That they who peace, through moderation, love, 


« Are the moſt formidable found in war.” 


As the old men thus ſpake, my eyes were fixt 
Inceſſantly upon them; their long beards 
Hung negligent ; ſhorter their hair, but white; 
Their eyebrows thick, eyes lively, aſpect firm 
Deliberate and ſolemn was their ſpeech, 
Their manners ſimple and ingenuous. 130 


The furs, which ſerv'd them as a covering, 
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Were faſten'd at the ſhoulder, and diſplay'd 

Arms ſtronger and more muſcular than thoſe 

Of our moſt brawny wreſtlers. I replied 

To theſe ambaſladors, my choice was peace, 135 

Between us various articles of peace | 

We ſettled, and engag'd our mutual faith, 

Invoking all the Gods as witneſſes 

Of our ſincerity : and I diſmiſs'd 

Theſe men with preſents homewards, But the 
Gods, 149 

Who drove mie from my hereditary throne, 

Were not yet weary of afflicting me. 

Our hunters, who were not ſo ſoon appris'd 

Of the peace lately ſettled, that ſame day 

Met with a num'rous troop of ſavages 145 

Eſcorting theſe their envoys from our camp. 

They furiouſly attack'd them, kill'd a part, 

And drove the reſt into a wood. Thus war 

Is lighted up afreſh | Theſe ſavages 

Believe they can no longer ſafely truſt 150 


Our promiſes, or oaths. 


The Locrians, 
Apulians, Brutians, the Lucanians too, 


Brunduſium, Croton, Neritum, all theſe 
Are 
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Are on their ſide engaged, t' augment their force. 

With ſithe-arm'd chariots the Lucanians fight; 

Among th' Apulians, every one puts on 

The ſkin of ſome wild beaſt which he hath ſlain; 

They carry knotted clubs with iron ſpikes, 

Are of gigantic ſize, and fo robuſt, 160 

By the laborious exerciſe they ule, 

Their bodies grow, the fight of them alone 

Is terrible. The Locrians, come from Greece, 

Still retain marks of their original, 

Being more humane than th' others; but have 
Join'd 165 

To th' exacteſt diſcipline of Greece, 

The ſtrength of ſavages, t' a hardy life 

Inur'd, which renders them invincible: 

They wear light bucklers of twin'd oziers made, 

Cover'd with ſkins ; and with long ſwords engage. 

The Brutians are in running ſwift and light 

As ſtags, or fallow dear. The tender graſs 

Szarce bends beneath their feet, and ſcarce appear 

Their footſteps on the ſand. They all at once 

Are ſeen to pour upon their enemies, 175 

And then with equal ſwiftneſs diſappear. 

Th' inhabitants of Croton are expert 


In th' uſe of bows and arrows; ſuch a bow 
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As the Crotoniates uſe, a common man 

Among the Greeks, would not have ſtrength to 
bend ; | 150 

And if they ever exerciſe our games, 

They'll bear away the prize. They dip, *tis ſaid, 

Their arrows in the juice of venomous herbs, 

Brought from the borders of th' Avernian lake, 

The poiſon of which is mortal. As for thoſe 185 

Inhabiting Meſſapia, Neritum, 

Brunduſium, their chief qualities conſiſt 

In corporal ſtrength, and courage void of art. 

At ſight o' the enemy they rend the air 

With hideous cries. With tolerable kill 190 

They uſe the ſling, and with a ſhow's of ſtones 

Darken the air, but in diſorder fight. 

This, MENTOR, is th' account which you defir'd : 

Such are the cauſes of the preſent war, 


And ſuch our enemies. 195 


T ELEMACHUS, 
After this explanation and detail, 
Impatient to engage, had now, he thought, 
Only to take up arms. But MENTOR ſtill 
Reſtrain'd him, and to INOMENEUs thus ſpoke : 
Whence comes it then, that even the Locrians too, 
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People who draw their origin from Greece, 

With the barbarians join againſt the Greeks ? 
How is it, that fo many colonies 

Flouriſh on this ſame coaſt, without ſuch wars 205 
As you're engag'd in? O IpoMENEvUs, 

You ſay indeed, and charge it on the Gods, 
They're not yet weary of afflicting you; 

I fay, they've not yet done inſtructing you. 

All the misfortunes you've already felt, 210 
Have not yet taught you how e t' avoid a war. 
What you recount of the fidelity | 
Of theſe barbarians, ſhows you might have liv'd 
In peace for them : but haughtineſs and pride 
Ever produces the moſt dangerous wars. 215 
You might, in fact, have given them hoſtages, 
And hoſtages have taken in return, 

With their ambaſſadors you might have ſent 
Some of your chiefs, to bring them ſafely home. 
Since the renewal of the war, your part 220 
Had been t' appeaſe them, and to repreſent 

The fact ; that they had been attack'd by thoſe 
Who knew not of th' alliance lately form'd. 

You ſhould have given them ſuch ſecurity 


As they might have demanded, on their part, 225 


And the moſt rig*rous puniſhments ordain'd 
Againſt 


BO 
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Againſt whoever of your ſubjects dar'd | 
Ji infringe the treaty. Since the war commenc'd, 
What hath been done ? 


IdoMENEvUs replied, 230 
[ could not condeſcend again, methought, 
To treat with theſe barbarians, who in haſte 
Aſſembled all their people, capable 
Of bearing arms, and who implor'd the aid 
Of all the neighb'ring ſtates, whoſe jealouſy 235 
And hatred tow'rds us they found means t' excite, 
Jo me the ſafeſt part appear'd to be, 
At once to ſeize ſome paſſes on the hills, 
That were but weakly guarded, We with caſe 
Took them, and thus have put it in our power 240 
Jo ravage the barbarians. I have there 
Caus'd tow'rs to be erected, whence our troops 
With arrows may annoy the enemy, 
[f a deſcent ſhould be that way deſign'd 
Upon our country. We, whene'er we pleaſe, 245 
Can enter their's, and lay their dwellings waſte. 
Thus with unequal ſtrength we can reſiſt 
So great a multitude of enemies 
Surrounding us. Beſides, *twixt us and them 


A peace is now become moſt difficult, 250 


E It 
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If we give up theſe tow'rs, we expoſe ourſelves 
To their incurſions ; while, on th' other hand, 
They apprehend theſe tow'rs to be deſign'd 


As citadels, their country to enſlave. 


Then MEexToR to Ipomenevs replied; 255 
You're a wiſe monarch, and would have the truth 
Made known without diſguiſe. You are not like 
Thoſe weak men, who're afraid to hear the truth ; 


Who wanting courage to correct their faults, 


Uſe their authority but to ſupport 260 
What they have indiſcrectly done. Know then, 
That theſe barbarians, when they ſued for peace, 
To you an admirable leſſon gave. 
Was it through weakneſs that they ſought for peace? 
Did they want courage, did they want the means 
To carry on the war? Lou ſee they did not; 
Since by ſo many pow'rful neighb' ring ſtates 
They're aided, and themſelves inur'd to arms. 
Why did you not their moderation take 
For an example? But falſe ſhame, falſe glory, 270 
Have thrown you into this diſtreſs. You fear'd 
Leſt you ſhould rouſe their pride, but did not fear 
By ſuch a conduct, haughty and unjuſt, 


Cauſing the union of ſo many ſtates 


Againſt 


ar 
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Againſt you, t' increaſe their ſtrength and pow'r. 
To what end ſerve theſe tow'rs you ſo much boaſt, 
But only to reduce the neighb'ring ſtates 
To the neceſſity of periſhing, 
Or of deſtroying you, to ſave themſelves 
From threaten'd ſervitude? You rais'd theſe tow'rs 
For your ſecurity; theſe very tow'rs 
Have brought you into this extremity, 
The ſtrongeſt bulwark of a ſtate is juſtice, 
Is moderation, and fidelity, 
And the aſſurance which your neighbours have, 285 
That they from your encroachments are ſecure, 
By various accidents, and unforeſeen, 
The ſtrongeſt fortreſſes may fall. In war, 
Fortune is {till capricious and inconſtant; 
But gain your neighbours confidence and love 299 
By moderation, and you then become 
Invincible; your country then would be 
Almoſt from all attacks ſecure, But if 
Some haughty neighbour ſhould invade your right, 
The others in your welfare all concern'd, 295 
Would quickly take up arms in your defence, 
Th' aſſiſtance of ſuch numbers, who would find 
Their real int'reſt in ſupporting your's, 
Had been a better ſafeguard than theſe tow'rs, 

'* & aL Which 
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Which only make your ills remedileſs. 300 
Had you been careful to avoid at firſt 

The jealouſy of the ſurrounding ſtates; 

Your growing city had with peace been crown'd, 
And you had been of all th* Heſperian ſtates 

Th appointed arbiter. However, now 305 
Let us confine ourſelves to this ſole point, 
How by the future to retrieve the paſt, 

You told me, there were ſettled on this coaſt, 
Some Grecian colonies. Thoſe people ſure 

Will not refuſe their aid. They've not forgotten 
The mighty name of Mixos, ſon of Jove, 

Nor your achieyements at the ſiege of Troy, 
Where you ſo often ſignaliz'd yourſelf 

Among the Grecian princes, i'“ the cauſe 

Of all the ſtates of Greece. Why ſeek you not 
T' engage theſe colonies in your behalf: 


They've all reſolv'd, replied IDouENEus, 
To remain neutral; not as diſinclin'd 
To give me ſuccour ; but the ſplendid riſe 
Of this new city hath alarm'd their fears. 320 
Theſe Greeks, as well as all the other ſtates, 
Were apprehenſive we had ſome deſign 
Againſt their liberty; and they ſuppos'd, 
| That 
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That, after the barbarians were ſubdued, 
We ſhould ſtill widen our ambitious views. 325 


All is, in ſhort, againſt us; e'en thoſe powers 
Who're not againſt us ſeen in open war, 
Wiſh our abaſement ; nor has jealouſy 


Left on our fide ſo much as one ally. 


How ſtrange (ſaid MENTOR) an extremity! 330 
By wiſhing to appear too powerful, 
You weaken, you deſtroy your power; and whilſt 
You are without, to all the neighb'cing ſtates, 
The object of their hatred and their fears, 
You, by the efforts proper to ſupport 335 
A war ſo great, exhauſt your imward ſtrength. 
A doubly unfortunate IDoMENEUs, 
Whom ſuch diſaſters have had power t' inſtruct 
Only by halves! Is it, that you require 
A ſecond fall, to teach you to foreſee 340 
The ills impending o'er the greateſt kings ? 
Leave this affair to me, and give me now 


Af theſe Greek cities a diſtinct account. 


The principal, replied IDoMENEUS, 
is call'l Tarentum ; this three years ago 345 
D 3 Was 
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Was founded by PfALANTHUs. This chief 
form'd | 

A band of Spartan youths, of women born, 

Who had forgotten, thro the length of time, 

Their huſbands abſent at the fiege of Troy. 

When th' huſbands unexpectedly return d, 350 

The wives prepar'd t' appeaſe them, and diſclaim'd 

Their fault. Whereon this num'rous youthful 
band, 

Born out of wedlock, and not recognizing 

Father or mother, a licentious life 

Led uncontrol'd. The laws' ſeverity 355 

Curb'd their diſorders. They, with one conſent, 

Under PHALANTHUs, as their head, unite, 

An enterpriſing, bold, ambitious chief, 

One who knew how by artifice to gain 

The hearts of men, He on this coaſt arriv'd 360 

With his Laconian followers, and they 

Have of Tarentum a new Sparta made, 

On th' other ſide, and in the neighb'rhood, riſe 

PETILIA's walls, by PHILOCTETEs built, 

Who at the ſiege of Troy ſuch glory acquir'd 365 

By taking with him HercuLEs's ſhafts : 

This city's not ſo high in power, but far 


More wiſely govern'd than Tarentum is. 
Then 
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Then not far off us Metapontus lies, 
By the wiſe NESTOoR and his Pylians rais d. 370 
What! reſum'd Mentor, Nxs rox ſettled here | 
And Nxs rok not engag'd in your behalf 
He who ſo oft hath witneſs'd your exploits 
Againſt the Trojans, and your friendſhip known |! 
NesToR I loſt, replied Ipomenevus, 375 
By th' arts of theſe barbarians, who in fact 
Have nothing barb'rous but the name. They've 
found 

Means to perſuade him, that I wiſh'd to be 
The tyrant of Heſperia, —We muſt then, 
Said MeNToR, ſet him right, TELEMACHvus 
Saw him at Pylos, ere he hither came 
To found his colony, and ere we fail'd 
On our grand voyage, bound to diſtant ſhores, 
To ſeek ULys3Es. NESTOR cannot ſure 
That hero have forgotten, nor the marks 385 
Of tender friendſhip he once ſhew'd his ſon. 
The chief point is, to cure him of diſtruſt. 
'Tis by the umbrage giv'n the neighb'ring ſtates, 
You've kindled up this war ; and 'tis alone 
By diflipating their ſuſpicious fears, 390 
You can extinguiſh it. I ſay, once more, 
Leave this affair to me, 

IpoukxEus, 
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| IDoMENEUS, 
Here overcome, had not the pow'r to ſpeak; 
MN ron in ſilence he embrac'd. At length, 395 
With no ſmall effort, he pronounc'd theſe words : 
O wiſe old man, ſent hither by the Gods 
To rectify my errors | I muſt own, 
Had any other man ſuch freedom us'd, 
My indignation had been rous'd; no man 400 
Could have induc'd me to apply for peace, 
Beſides yourſelf. I had refolv'd to die, 
Or vanquiſh my oppoſers : but tis fit 
Your prudent counſels rather to attend, 
Than my own paſſion, O TELEMACHUs, 405 
How happy you, who under ſuch a guide 
Can never ſtray like me !—Then, MEnTo, lead, 
| Command me ; all the wiſdom of the Gods 
Is yours! MINxRERVA's ſelf could not adviſe 
More wiſely. Go, propoſe, engage, conclude ; 
I give up all to you; IdoMENEvs, 
Whatever you determine, will approve, 


Thus as they reaſon'd, all at once was heard 
A confus'd noiſe of chariots, horſes neighing, 
Men ſhouting horribly, and th' ear-piercing ſound 


Of warlike trumpets, Straight a cry was heard, 
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The enemy, who've march'd a great way round, 
T” avoid the guarded paſſes of the hills, 
Are at our gates! — The women and old men 


Were all in conſternation. Was it then 4a 


Our lot, ſaid they, to quit our native ſoil, 

The fertile Crete, and follow o' er the ſeas 

The fortunes of a miſerable prince, 

To found a city which ſhall ſoon be laid, 

Like Troy, in aſhes In the plain below, 

From off the new. built walls, the helmets, ſhields, 
And breaſt- plates of the enemy, were ſeen 
Btight-glittering in the ſun's reflected beam. 

The ſurface of the ground with briſtling pikes 
Was cover'd, as with an abundant crop 430 
The fields of Enna are by CERES crown'd, 

To recompenſe the lab'rer's toils. Erelong 

The ſithe- arm'd chariots rang'd in view appear'd; 
Each people in this warlike league engag'd 

Was caſily diſtinguiſn'd. 435 


MrcNnToR now 


Mounts to the ſummit of a lofty tow'r, 


To reconnoitre them. InDoMENEUS 
Straight follow'd after, with TELEMACHñHs. 


Scarce had he reach'd the ſummit, when he ſaw 
Here 
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Here PniLocTETEs and his followers, 

There Nxs rox with P1s15TRATUS his ſon. 
NesTOR was ſoon diſtinguiſh'd by bis age, 

And venerable port. What! MENTOR cry'd, 
Vou thought, IoDouENRUs, that PHILOCTETES 
And NEsrok were contented to remain 

Neutral; but now, behold, they've taken arms 
Againſt you; and theſe other troops, methinks, 
That in exact and orderly array 

Move ſlowly onward, are Laconian troops, 450 
Commanded by PHaLanTHus, All, it ſeems, 
All is againſt you. Not a neighb'ring ſtate, 

But you, without intending it, have made 


An open enemy. 


On ſaying this, 455 
MexTos, in haſte deſcending from the tow'r, 
Goes to the city-gate, on that ſide where 
The enemy were now approaching ; this 
He cauſes to be open'd at a word, 
IdomENEvs, at his majeſtic air 469 
Struck with ſurpriſe, preſumes not to inquire 
What his deſign is. MeEeNToR with the hand 
Beckons, that none attempt to follow him. 


He goes to meet the enemy, amaz'd 


To 
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To fee a ſingle man preſent himſelf. 465 
He, yet 4 good way off, an olive-branch 

Hugs iorin in 11gn of peace; and, when arriv'd 
Wim a proper diſtance to be heard, 

Requires them to aſſemble all their chiefs, 

The chiefs are all aſſembled at the word; 470 
Whom then he thus addreis'd: 


Illuſtrious chiefs, 
Aſſembled from ſo many pow'rful ſtates 
Of rich Heſperia, I am not to learn, 
That you're come hither only to ſupport 475 
The common cauſe of liberty. Your zeal, 
I own, is laudable ; yet ſuffer me 
To point out a compendious, eaſy way 
Your liberty and honour to ſecure, 


And ſpare th' effuſion too of human blood. 480 


O venerable NEs rok, whom J ſee 
In this auguſt aſſembly, well you know 
The lamentable conſequents of war, 
Ev'n to thoſe who've juſtice on their ſide, 
And with the favour of the Gods engage. 485 
Gr all the evils which the Gods inflict 


On mortals, war 's the greateſt, Never lure 
Can 
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Can you forget what woes the Greeks endur'd, 
For ten long years, before the hapleſs Troy. 
Among the chiefs what variance ! what caprice 
Of fortune! what deſtruction of the Greeks 

By th' hand of HEC TOR I- i' the ſtates of Greece 
What ſad diſaſters from the war enſued, 

I the long abſence of their ſeveral kings! 
Returning, on the Capharean rocks 495 
Some ſuffer'd ſhipwreck ; others, in the arms 

Of their own conſorts, met a diſmal end. 

Ye heav'nly pow'rs, 'twas in your vengeance then 
Ye arm'd the Greeks for this fame-nois'd war, 
Ye people of Heſperia, may the Gods 500 


Ne'er grant you victory on terms ſo dear 


Proud Troy, *tis true, is level'd with the ground; 


But better had it been for Greece, that Troy 
Had to this day in all her glory ſtood, 

And Pais ſtill enjoy'd his bale amours. 505 
O PhILOcCTETES, who, in Lemnos-ifle 
Abandon'd, ſuffer'd ſo much keen diſtreſs, 

Are you not fearful, leſt you ſhould once more, 
In a like war, the like misfortunes prove ? 

The people of Laconia too have felt 510 
The fad effects of defolating war, 


In th” abſence of the princes, leaders, men, 


Who 


Adva 
Adva 
Said | 
Are p 
A you 
Lou'e 
As yo 
Claus? 
Whicl 
IDou! 
This c 
We al 
In wis! 
Near h 
All his 
He hat] 
With h 
As an c 


Our lat 


5 


20 


d; 


510 


Book X. OF TELEMACHUS, & 


Who went againſt the Trojans, O ye Greeks ! 
Twas only by a train of various ills, | 

The bitter fruits of that deſtructive war, 515 
Ye all arriv'd on th' Heſperian coaſt, 


Mero, this ſaid, tow'rds the Pylian chiefs 
Advanc'd; and NesToR knowing him again, 
Advanc'd to meet him. MENTOR, I rejoice, 

Said he, again to ſee you 3 many years 520 
Are paſt fince firſt I ſaw you; you were then 

A youth of fifteen years; and I foreſaw 

You'd make as prudent and as wiſe a man 

As you've ſince prov'd. But ſay, what accident 
Caus'd your arrival here? What are the means 
nich you propoſe, to terminate the war? 

1 DOMENEUS hath brought upon himſelf 

This our attack, We only wiſh'd for peace; 
Ve all of us a near concernment had, 

In withing for it; but we found ourſelves, 530 
Near him, no longer in ſecurity, 

All his engagements with the neighb'ring ſtates 
He hath deſpis'd and broken, Thus a peace 
With him, would not be peace; *twould only ſerve 
Is au occaſion to diſſolve our league, 535 
Our laſt reſource, To all the other ſtates 

F He 
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He hath diſcover'd his ambitious views 

T' enſlave them, nor hath left us other means 

T' uphold our liberty, but by the fall 

Of his new kingdom. By his want of faitb 540 
We are reduced to this alternative, 

Either to make him periſh, or ſubmit 

To th' yoke of ſervitude by him prepar'd. 

If any expedient that might well induce 

Our confidence in him, to you occur, 545 
And we can be aſſur'd of laſting peace, 

Then all the troops you ſee aſſembled here, 

Will gladly quit their arms, and we with joy 
Will own, our wiſdom is ſurpaſs'd by your's. 


MeEexToR replied ; ſage NESTOR (as you know) 
ULYSSEs had entruſted to my care | 
His fon TELEMAcnus., Anxious to know 
His father's deſtiny, this young man paſs'd 
Over to Pylos; you receiv'd him there 
With all th” attention and ſolicitude | 560 
Due to his father's friendſhip. You allow'd 
Your ſon, too, to conduct him. After this, 
He undertook long voyages at ſea, 
Hath been in Sicily, Egpyt, Cyprus, Crete. 


On his return to Ithaca, the winds, 565 
| Or 


_—_ 


565 
Or 
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Or rather heaven, hath thrown him on this coaſt. 
And here how opportunely we're arriv'd, 

T' avert the horrors of a cruel war! 

Tis not IDoMENEUs, but it is now 

The wiſe ULysses' ſon, *tis I engage 570 
For all the promiſes that ſhall be made. 


While Mxrron, in the midſt of the allies, 
With NesToR thus diſcours'd, IDoMENEUS 
With the arm'd Cretans, and TELEMAcHus, 
Were from the top of the Salentine walls 575 
Attentively obſerving him, to mark 
How MenToR's mediation was receiv'd ; 
And wiſhing to have heard the ſage diſcourſe 
Of theſe old men. NesToOR was ever deem'd 
The moſt experienc'd, and moſt eloquent, 580 
Of all the kings of Greece. Twas he reſtrain'd, 
During the ſiege of Troy, the fiery wrath 
Of PELzus' fon, ATRIDES' arrogance, 
The ſavage pride of AJ Ax, and repreſs'd 
Th' impetuoſity of DiomeD, | 58 5 
Words from his lips than honey ſweeter flow'd. 
Among thoſe mighty chiefs his voice alone 
Was liſten'd to; when he began to ſpeak, 
Then all were ſilent; none but he could quell 

22 Fierce 
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Fierce diſcord in the camp. He now began 590 
To feel th? effects of age; yet {till his words 
Were full of ſtrength and ſweetneſs. He deſcrib'd 
Things paſt, for th' inſtruction of the young, 


With grace, though now in ſome degree prolix. 


This old man, by all Greece ſo much admir'd, 

Seem'd, before MENTOR, all his eloquence, 

And all his former dignity to've loſt, 

His old age, when compar'd with MexToR's, 
ſeem'd 

Wither'd and fall'n; age in the laſt appear'd 

With vig'rous ſtrength of conſtitution join'd. 600 

Though grave and ſimple, MenToR's words poſ- 
ſeſs'd 

A certain ſpirit and authority, 

Which Nxs rok was beginning now to want. 

Preciſion, ſtrength, conciſeneſs, mark'd his ſpeech. 

No repetitions; never more exprels'd, 605 

Than what the point to be diſcuſs'd requir'd, 

If more than once *twere needful to advert 

To the ſame point, t' inculcate or perſuade, 

'T was {till by ſenſible compariſons, 

And by new turns of thought exemplified. 610 


Whenever he were fain t adapt himſelf 
To 
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To the occaſions, or the wants of others, 

Or to infinuate ſome uſeful truth, 

An inexpreſſibly engaging air, 

And gracefulnels, accompained his words, 615 
Theſe two men an affecting ſpectacle 

Exhibited to the aflembled troops 

Around them. While th' allies with eager ftrife 
Were crowding round to take a nearer view, 

And hear the ſage diſcourſe of theſe old men, 620 
Ibo uus, and all Salentum arm'd, 

Were, with devouring, ardent looks, intent 


T* interpret what their geſtures might import. 
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amongſt the allies contributes to their acceptance of 
the conditions of peace which Mentor propoſed on 
the part of Idemeneus, The kings enter Salentum 
as friends. Idomeneus accepts the terms which 
had been agreed upon. Heſtages are given on both 
ſides, and a common ſacrifice is offered between 
the city and the camp, for the confirmation of this 
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111 8, mean-while, impatient 
grown, 

Withdraws from the ſurrounding multitude, 

Runs to the gate which MEN roR had erewhile 

Paſs'd thro'; and with authority he gives 

Command to open it. ID0MENEUs, 5 

Who thought him at his ſide, ſoon with ſurpriſe 

Perceives him traverſing the plain, and now 

Approaching NxSToR. NEsToOR recognis'd, 

And haſten'd, tho' with heavy ſteps and flow, 

To meet him. Eagerly TELEMACHUs 10 

Fell on his neck, and claſp'd him in his arms, 


Not 


* 
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Not uttering a word. At length he. cries, 

My father! - (by that name with confidence 

I call you; the misfortune not to find 

My real father, and the frequent marks 15 
Of kindneſs I've experienc'd at your hands, 

Give me a right to uſe that tender name)— 

My father! do I ſee you then once more! 

O might I thus once more ULxssEs ſee! 

If aught could for his loſs conſole me, *twere, 20 


To find a father's tenderneſs in you, 


NEsToR here was not able to repreſs 
The ſtarting tear, and with a ſecret joy 
Beheld the graceful and becoming tears 
That flowing bath'd Tzlzuachbs's cheeks, 25 
The beauty, eaſe, and noble confidence 
Of this unknown young man, who unconcern'd 
Paſs'd thro* the num'rous ranks of th' enemy, 
Aſtoniſh'd all th' allies. Is't not, ſaid they, 
The venerable NESTrOR's ſon, that's come 
To talk with him? One wiſdom, doubtleſs, reigns 


In ages the moſt oppoſite ; in one 
It does but bloſſom; in the other bears 
Abundance of the fulleſt-ripen'd fruit. 
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71 
MEeNnToR, who had mean-while with pleaſure 
ſeen 25 35 


The tenderneſs with which ULxssEs' fon 

Had been receiv'd by NesToR, did not fail 

T' improve the fair occaſion. See, ſaid he, 

The ſon of that ULYSSES, to all Greece, 

And, O wiſe NesToR, to yourſelf ſo dear! 40 
Him as an hoſtage I deliver up, 

As the moſt precious pledge that can be giv'n, 

T” inſure the ſtrict accompliſhment of all 

That ſhall be promis'd by IDomeNEvus. 

You mult perceive, I could not with to loſe 45 
The ſon too, with the father loſt ſo long 

To be upbraided by PENELOPE 

With ſacrificing to th' ambitious views 

Of the Salentine king, her much-lov'd ſon, 

With ſuch a pledge, who of his own accord 50 
Preſents himſelf, ſent hither by the Gods, 


Lovers of peace; I come, ye aſſembled pow'rs, 


| To make propoſals for th' eſtabliſhment 


Of ſuch a peace, as ſhall for ages laſt. 


Straight, at the name of peace, from rank to 
rank | 55 

A ſullen murmur ran. Their rage at once 
Was 
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Was kindled, and they thought each moment loſt, 


That kept them back from battle. 
All that was ſaid deſign'd but to abate 
Their fury, and deprive them of their prey. 


Above all, the Mandurians could not hear 


With patience, that IDoutxNREUs ſhould hope 
Often they aſſay'd 


To break off MEN TOR's ſpeech; for much they 


Once more t' amuſe them. 


fear'd, 
Left the diſcourſes of fo wife a man 
Should alicnate the hearts of their allies, 
They were beginning to diſtruſt the Greeks 
That were in all th' aſſembly. Seeing this, 
MENTOR prepar'd to add to their diſtruſt, 
That he might fow divition in the minds 


Of all theſe people. 


I allow, ſaid he 
; 2 


That the Mandurians have ſuficient cauſe 


For their complaints, and have a right t' expect 


Some reparation for the injuries 


Waich they've ſuſtain'd: but yet it is not juſt, 


Nor dots it ſtand with reaſon, that the Greeks 


Wo come to ſettle on this coaſt, ſhould be 


Wich odium and ſuſpicion entertain'd 


They believ'd 
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By th' old, original inhabitants. 80 
On th* other hand, tis fit the Greeks ſhould be 
Amongft themſelves united, and ſhould fee 
That others do them juſtice. They, indeed, 
Should act with moderation, nor preſume 
Ever t' encroach upon their neighbours' lands. 85 
[DOMENEUs, without deſign, I know, 
lath giv'n you umbrage; but the remedy 
is near at hand, TELEMACHUS and I 
Preſent ourſelves as hoſtages, t' evince 
he good intentions of IDOMENEUS. 99 
We're willing to continue in your hands, 
ih all engagements ſtrictly are fulfill'd. 
What irritates you, O Mandurians, moſt, 
{ Cry'd he, is, that the Cretan troops have ſeiz'd 
The paſtes of your mountains by ſurpriſe, 95 
And have it in their power, whene'er they pleaſe, 
1” invade the country, whither. you retir'd, 
ting to them that level tract of land, 
Which borders on the ſea, Theſe paſles then, 
\Vhich, with high towers, fill'd with men and arms, 


— 
Wh 


Ihe Cretans have fecur'd, theſe are in fact 
Ih” occaſion of the war: ſay, is there yet 
Any other ſubject of complaint ? 


By 8 The 
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5 | The chief 
Of the Mandurians then ſtood forth, and ſaid ; 105 
What pains have we not taken, what not done 
T' avoid this war? The Gods are witneſſes, 
That we renounc'd not peace, till, all means try'd, 
Peace irrecoverably fled ; and that, 
By th' ambition of the Cretans, till 110 
Reſtleſs; and by th' impoſſibility 
Of truſting to their oaths. Blind, ſenſeleſs nation! 
That bath reduc'd us to th* extremity 
Of taking a reſolv'd and deſperate part 
Againſt her, fince we can no longer find 115 
Safety but in her ruin. Whillt they ſhall keep 
Theſe paſſes in their hands, we till ſhall think, 
That their intention. is t' uſurp our lands, 
And to enſlave us. If indeed *twere true, 
T hat all their view was but to live in peace 120 
And friendly intercourſe, they then had been 
With that contented, which we yielded up 
Without reluctance, nor had been ſo bent 
To keep the narrow paſſes that command 
A neighb'ring country, if they had not form'd 125 
Againſt it ſome ambitious, deep deſign, 
But you, O wiſe old man, you know them not: 


Twas by our great misfortune we attain'd 
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LY 


To know them. Ceaſe, O man belov'd of hea- 
ven, 

Ceaſe to retard a war that is fo juſt, 130 

So neceſſary; for without it never ſhall 

Heſperia find a ſolid peace. O falſe, 

Ungrateful, cruel] nation, which the Gods, 

To trouble our repoſe, chaſtiſe our faults, 

Have in their vengeance ſent hut after this, 

After chaſtiſing us, ye will, O Gods, 

At laſt avenge us; ye will not be found 


Leſs juſt againſt our enemies than us, 


Theſe words the whole aſſembly mov'd ; it 
ſeem'd 
As if from rank to rank BELLONA hied 140 
With Mans, to kindle up in ev'ry heart 


Fierce flames of war, which MEN rok ſtrove to 


quench. 


He thus reſum'd: 


If I had nothing elſe 
But promiſes to make, ye might indeed 145 
Refuſe to truſt them: but I offer you 
Things certain, preſent. If ye ſhou'd not be 
Contented with the hoſtages propoſed, 
G 3 TELEMACHUS 
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TELEMACHUS and me, there ſhall be giv'a 
Twelve of the nobleſt Cretans. But tis juſt, 150 
That ye ſhou'd alſo on your part preſent 
Hoſtages equal; for IDouENEus, 

Who peace ſincerely ſecks, yet not thro' fear, 
Or baſeneſs, ſeeks it, but as ye yourſelves 
Affirm that ye deſir d it, thro” the love 

Of wiſdom, and by moderation led; 

Not t' indulge a ſoft, luxurious life, 

Nor thro' irreſolution at the fight 

Of danger, and the rough approach of war. 
To die or conquer he's prepar'd, yet peace 160 
To the moſt brilliant victory prefers. 

The fear of being conquer'd he diſdains ; 

But fears to be unjuſt, nor is aſham'd 


To be inclin'd to rectify his faults, 


way 
TT 
Wy 


Tho' ready arm'd, yet he propoſes peace; 165 
But wiſhes not t' impoſe or dictate terms, 

For of a forc'd peace he makes no account, 

He ſuch a peace dclires, as may content 

All parties, end at once all jealouſies, 

Stifle reſentment, obviate all diſtruſt, 170 


InoMENEUs, in one word, is, I'm (ure, 
Diſpos'd, as you would have him be. Of this 


You will, | doubt not, be with eaſe convinc'd, 
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If with a tranquil and unbiaſs'd mind 


You'll pay attention to my words. I75 


Hear then, 
O people fraught with valour, and ye chiefs 
So ſage, and ſo united, hear the terms 
I oifer on IpoukExEus' part. 
It is not fit, that he ſhou'd have the pow'r 180 
I' encroach upon his neighbours” lands; nor fit, 
That they ſhould have the pow'r to enter his, 
The paſles, that are fortified with towers, 
He's willing ſhou'd be kept by neutral troops. 
NesToR, and PHILOCTETEsS, you are Greeks 185 
By origin, but cannot be ſuppos'd 
To favour the intereſts of IDouRNEUs, 
Having declar'd againſt him. Your views are, 
Heſperia's general liberty and peace. 
Do you yourſelves then in your hands retain, 199 
And be the guardians of, th' obnoxious towers. 
It is as much your int'reſt to preſerve 
SALENTUM'S new-eſtabliſh'd colony, 
A colony like your's, from being deſtroy'd, 
As much as to prevent IDOMENEUs 195 
Encroac! ing on his neighbours' lands. Tis your's 
To hold the balance with an even hand 
G 3 Between 
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Between. Inſtead of carrying fire and ſword 
Amongſt a people whom you ought to love, 
Reſerve the glory to yourſelves, to be 200 
Judges and mediators.— We, ſay you, 

"Theſe terms ſhould unexceptionable deem, 

Could we depend upon IpomexEvs 

For the performance of them. I come now 

To give you ſatisfaction upon that head,—" 205 
The hoſtages, I mention'd, ſhall be giv'n 

As a reciprocal ſecurity, 

Till all the paſſes in your hands be plac'd. 

When all Heſperia's ſafety, when that too 

F'en of SALENTUM and IDoMENEvUs, 210 
Shall be at your diſcretion, will you then 

Be ſatisfied? whom can you then diſtruſt ? 
Yeurſclves !—You dare not truſt IDoMENEvs ; 
However, ſo incapable is he 

Of wiſhing to deccive, he's not averſe. 215 
To truſting you, —entruſting in your hands 

All that is dear t' his people or himſelf, 

Repole, lite, liberty, If it be true, 

That your deſire is peace, a ſolid peace, 

See, ſuch a peace preſents itſelf, and ſuch 220 
As leaves you no pretence for drawing back. 
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Thro' fear, to make theſe offers; he's diſpos'd 
By wiſdom, and by juſtice, to purſue 
This line of conduct, wholly unconcern'd, 225 
Should you impute to weakneſs, what he doth 
From principles of virtue. Some falſe ſteps 
He made at the beginning, it is true; 

And thinks it no diſgrace t' acknowledge them, 

in being the firſt to offer terms of peace, 230 
With haughtineſs and ſtiffneſs to maintain, 

and by maintaining hope to hide, one's faults, 

Is weakneſs, vanity, groſs ignorance 

Zen of his proper int'reſt, He that owns 

T* an enemy, and offers to correct 235 
Js error, thereby ſhews that he's become 
capable of committing one; and ſhews, 

nat, ſrom an act ſo wiſe and reſolute, 

de enemy hath ev'ry thing to fear, 

Inleſs a peace be made. Look well to it then, 
eſt, in his turn, he fix the blame on you, 

you reject the juſtice, and the peace, 

That now are offer'd, be aſſut'd of this, 

That peace and juſtice will due vengeance take. 
InomENEUs, who once had cauſe to fear 245 
The anger of the Gods againſt himſelf, 
\Will win them over to his fide, and turn 
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The ſcale againſt you. In ſo good a cauſe, Faw 
TELEMACHUSs and I will both engage. Ant 
I call the Gods above, and Gods below, 250 Lach 
To witneſs of the juſt propoſals made. This 
| All e 

Thus ſaying, MENTOR rais'd his arm, and Jon 
ſhew'd To ſp 

The olive-branch he held, a ſign of peace. Tho 
The chiefs, that near him ſtood, were all amaz'd, To w 
And dazzled with the more than mortal fire 255 Have 
That ſparkled in his eyes. Such dignity, His wi 
And ſuch authority, in him appear'd, Still, 2 
As far ſurpaſs'd all that is great in man. And lo 
The ſtrength and ſweetneſs of his eloquence 260 Was e: 
Raviſh'd all hearts ; like thoſe enchanting ſounds The le; 

Amid the ſolemn ſtillneſs of the night, 

That all at once ſuſpend the moon and ſtars, After 
Spread o'er the raging ſea a ſudden calm, 3; little 
Silence the winds and waves, and ſtop the courſe That br 
Of rapid rivers. Or peop 
gentle 
Mex ron ſtood amidſt Appear'd 
Theſe furious people, as Bacchus in the midſt The one 
Of tygers, that, enchanted by his voice, Drop fro 
And loſing all their ſavage fierceneſs, came 270 £09, 


Fawning 
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Fawning to lick his feet. — At once there rciga'd 
An univerſal ſilence; while the chiefs 

Lach other ey'd, unable to reſiſt 

This man, or who he was to comprehend. 

all eyes were faſten'd on him, No one dar'd 275 
Jo move his lips, for fear he might intend 

To ſpeak again, and they a word ſhould loſe, 
Tho” there were nothing, as they thought, to add 
To what had juſt been ſaid, yet could they till 
Have wiſh'd him to continue his diſcourſe. 280 
is words were deep-engrav'd on ev'ry heart. 
Still, as he ſpoke, he gain'd the confidence 

And love of all his hearers; ev'ry one 

Was eagerly attentive to collect 

The leaſt word that might iſſue from his mouth, 


After long filence, a ſtill, hollow ſound 
/ little and little ſpread itſelf ; no more 
it broken, and confus'd, tumultuous noiſe 
n people in their rage; but diff*rent far, 
gentle murmur of affent ; their looks 290 
Appear'd already ſoften'd and ſerene. 
The once-enrag'd Mandurians felt their arms 
Drop from their hands, The fierce PHALANTHUS 


oo, 


With 
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With his Laconians, were ſurpris'd to find 

Their hearts relenting ; while the reſt began 295 

To caſt a ſigh after that happy peace 

Which had ſo late been ſhewn them. PH1Loc- 
TETES, 7 

More quick of feeling by misfortunes grown, 


Could not refrain from tears; while NesToR, 


charm'd 
With MEN Trok's ſpeech, nor having pow'r to 
ſpeak, 300 


Embrac'd him tenderly ; when all at once 

The troops, as if a ſignal had been giv'n, 

All with one voice cry'd out, O wiſe old man, 
You have diſarm'd us ! Peace! let there be peace 


NEsToR attempting now to ſpeak, the troops, 
Impatient, fearing he ſhould repreſent 
Some difficulty, once more cry'd, Peace | peace! 
Nor were they to be ſilenc'd, till the chiets 


With them unanimouſly cry'd, Peace] peace 


NesToR then finding it impoſlible 310 
To make a ſet diſcourſe, ſaid only this; 
You fee, O MtxToR, what a good man's word 


Can do, When wiſdom, and when virtue ſpeak, 
At 
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At once are all th* unruly paſſions huſh'd ; 

Our juſt reſentments into friendſhip turn, 315 
And all our wiſhes are for ſolid peace: 2 

The terms you offer we accept. At once 

The chiefs held forth their hands, and gave conſent, 


MEenToR now haſten'd tow'rds the city-gate, 
Commands to open it, and to inform 329 
IDoMENEVUs, he freely might come forth, 

NEesTOR mean- while embrac'd TELEMACHUS, 

And ſaid to him, O amiable fon 

Of him who was the wiſeſt of the Greeks, 

May you in wiſdom equal him, and be 325 

More fortunate than he ! Have you receiv'd 

As yet no tidings of his deſtiny ? 

The recollection of your father's worth, 

Whom you reſemble, hath contributed 

To ſtifle our reſentment. Een PHALANTHUS, 

Tho” ſavage-hearted, tho' he never ſaw 

ULyssEs, was with his misfortunes mov'd, 

And with his ſon's. T hey now began to urge 

TELEMACHUS his ſtory to relate, 

When MENTOR with InoMENEUSs return'd, 335 

And all the Cretan youth fill'd up the train. 
Seeing 
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Seeing ID0MENEVUS, th' allies once more 
Felt their reſentment kindle; but the words 
Of MexTor quench'd the fire, now on the point 
Of blazing forth, Why loſe we time, ſaid he, 
To ratify this treaty, which the Gods 
Will witneſs and ſupport? Let them take note, 
And vengeance on that impious wretch inflict, 
Who dares to break it | And may all the ills, 
The conſequences of diſaſt'rous war, 
Fall on the perjur'd and accurſed head 
Of him who, by ambition led, preſumes 
To violate the tics, the ſacred rights, 
Of this alliance ! May he be the hate 
Of Gods and men, and never reap the fruits 350 
Of his perfidiouſneſs | May furies haunt, 


Infernal furies, under hideous forms, 


"Fe 
+. 
Wh 


Excite him to extreme deſpair and rage 

May he at once fall dead, without the hope 

Of ſepulture ! his body be the prey 355 
Of dogs and vultures ! in hell's dark abyſs 

May he worſe torments feel than TaxTALUs, 
Ix1ox, or the cruel Danaips ! 

But rather, may this bleſſed peace remain 

Fixt as the rocks of ATLas, that ſupport 360 


Th' incumbent heay'ns ! May all this people ſtill 
Vie 
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Vie with each other in reſpecting it, 

And may they reap its fruits from age to age ! 
May they, who ſhall have ſworn t eſtabliſh it, 

Be lov'd and honour'd by proſperity, 365 
E'en to remoteſt ages! Let this peace, 

On juſtice founded, and integrity, 

As a fair model ſerve, for ev'ry peace 

That ever ſhall in all the world be made ! 

And may all nations, in all future times, 370 
That in reunion ſeek for happineſs, 


Th' example of Heſperia imitate ! 


On this, IDouENEuS and th* other kings 
The peace concluded on the terms propoſed, 
Twelve hoſtages were giv'n on either ſide, 375 


Of thoſe that by IDouENREUs were giv'n, 


TELEMACHUs conſented to be one : 
But MENTOR th' allies declin'd to take 


Among the number, as they rather wiſh'd 


WW 


He ſhould continue with IDouENEUs, 380 
That he might be reſponſible for him, 

And for the conduct of his counſellors, 

Till all engagements were fulfill'd. They then, 
60 Between the camp and city, ſacrific'd 

An hundred heiters, and as many bulls, 355 


H Snow 
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Snow- white, whoſe horns were gilt, and wreath'd 
with flow'rs. 

Th' adjacent mountains with the dreadful cries 

Re- echo'd, of the victims ſlain. The blood 

In reeking ſtreams flow'd down on every ſide. 

Libations of delicious wine were pour'd. 390 

Th' entrails, that were palpitating ſtil], 

Were ſtraight conſulted by th' aruſpices. 

Upon the altar by the prieſts was burnt 

Incenſe, that mounted in thick clouds to heav'n, 


And with its fragrance ſcented all the plain. 395 


Mean-while the ſoldiers of each party ceas'd 
Each other to regard with hoſtile eyes, 
Already were beginning to engage 
In converſation on their fortunes paſt, 
After their labours to unbend themſelves, 400 
And to anticipate the ſweets of peace, 
Many of thoſe that had accompanied 
IpouEkNEus to Troy, now recogniz'd 
Many of NesToR's ſoldiers, that had fought 
In the fame war. They tenderly embrac'd 405 
Each other, and recounted, in their turn, 
All that had happen'd to them ſince the fall 
Of that great city, once the ornament 
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And pride of Aſia. On the verdant turf 
Reclin'd at eaſe, and crown'd with flow'rs, they 
drank 410 


Wine, in large vaſes from the city brought, 


nm 


This happy day to celebrate. 


In the midſt 
Of this carouſal, MENTOR all at once 
Cry'd, O ye kings, and ye aſſembled chiefs, 415 
Ye ſhall henceforth, tho' under ſeveral names, 
Be but one people. I hus it is the Gods, 
Lovers of juſtice, and mankind, delight 
To be themſelves th” indiſſoluble bond 
Of perfect, univerſal amity. 420 
The human race is but one family I 
Spread o'er the ſurface of the earth, All men, 
Being brethren, ſhould regard themſelves as ſuch, 
Perdition to thoſe impious men who ſeek 
A ſavage glory in their brethren's blood, 425 
Which is their own, War, it is true, ſometimes 
Is neceſſary ; yet is't not a ſhame 
5 To men, that it ſhou'd be at certain times 
Inevitable ? Say not, O ye kings, 
That war's deſirable for glory's fake, 430 


Tis in humanity true glory's found. 
* 2 Whoe'er 
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Whoe'er prefers what he may glory call, 

Before the dictates of humanity, 

A monſter is of pride, and not a man, 

Nor ſhall he ever, after all, attain 435 
More than falſe glory ; for the true's acquir'd 

By juſtice only and benevolence. 

His vanity and folly may indeed 

Be flatter'd ; but when men in ſecret ſpeak, 

And with ſincerity, it will be ſaid, 440 
This man hath glory ſo much leſs deſery'd, 

As he by courſes indirect and baſe 

Hath ſought it. He deſerves not the eſteem 

Of men, whom he ſo little hath eſteem'd, 

Whoſe blood he wantonly hath ſpilt, t' indulge 443 
A brutal vanity, Happy the king 

Who loves his people, is by them belov'd ; 

Who in his neighbours open! y confides, 

And who enjoys their confidence ; who, far 

From making war againſt them, ſtill prevents 450 
Their warring with each other; and who makes 
All foreign nations envy and admire 
The happineſs of having ſuch a king. 

Reſolve t' aſſemble then, from time to time, 

Ye rulers of Heſperia ; conſtitute | 455 
A general aſſembly to be call'd 


Ev'ry third year, where all the kings may meet, 
Th 
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Th' alliance to renew, to reconfirm 

This friendly league, and to deliberate 

On all that may concern the common good. 469 
As long as you're united, you *ll be ſure 

T' enjoy within yourſelves, in this fair clime, 
Peace, glory, and abundance; from without 

To all attacks you'll be invinclble, 

Nothing but hell-born diſcord can diſturb 465 
The happineſs intended you by heaven, 


NesToR replied ; by that facility 
With which we accepted terms of peace, you ſee, 
How far we are from wiſhing to make war 
From motives of vain=glory ; or baſe deſire 470 
To aggrandize ourſelyes by trampling down 
Our neighbours? rights, but what is to be done 
By thoſe who have to do with ſuch a prince, 
As knows no law but his own intereſt, 
And ne'er lets ſlip an opportunity, 475 
When offer'd, of invading other ſtates ? 
Think not, I mean IpomeNevus ; of him 
L entertain no longer ſuch a thought: 
ADRASTUS is the perſon I deſign, 
King of the Daunians, one from whom indeed 480 
We've ev'ry thing to fear, he laughs at heaven, 
And thinks all men are born but to promote 
H 3 His 


90 THE ADVENTURES Book XI. 


His glory by the baſeſt ſervitude. 

He's not for ſubjects, over whom, to be 

A king and father, he looks out for ſlaves, 485 
And for adorers. Honours e' en divine 

He cauſes to be paid him. Hitherto 

Blind fortune his unwarrantable views | 

Hath favour'd. Wherefore we in haſte came down 
T” attack Salentum, to get off our hands 490 
The feebleſt of our enemies, whole power 

Was but beginning; that, when this was done, 
We might with more effect then turn our arms 
Gainſt this more potent enemy. He, in fact, 
Hath ſeveral cities won from our allies. 495 
The Crotonenſians have two battles loſt 

Againſt him. All means are alike to him, 

That favour his ambition: let it be 

Or force, or artifice, it matters not, 

Provided he can cruſh his enemies. 

He hath amaſs d great treaſures too; his troops 
Are all well diſciplin'd, to war inur'd ; 

His captains are experienc'd ; he's well ſerv'd; 
Over all theſe whom he employs, he keeps 

A watchful eye; ſeverely puniſhes 505 
The ſmalleſt faults, and lib'rally rewards 

All ſervices perform'd. He animates 


By his example, and invigorates 
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The courage of his troops. He would, in ſhort, 
Be an accompliſh'd monarch, were he rul'd 5to 
By truth and juſtice ; but he ſcorns alike 

The diCtates of his conſcience, and the Gods. 

He ſneers at reputation, which he deems 


An idle phantom that can influence 


None but weak minds; and nothing he accounts 


A ſolid, real good, but to poſſeſs 

Great riches, to be fear'd, and under foot 

To trample all mankind. Erelong, no doubt, 
His army on our confines will appear: 

And if the union of ſo many ſtates 520 
Cannot ſupport us againſt him alone, 

Then farewel liberty,—IDoMENEUS 

With us is equally concern'd t' oppoſe 

A neighbour ſuch as this, who can't endure 
Aught near him that is free. If we're ſubdu'd, 525 
A like misfortune o'er Salentum hangs, 

Then let us jointly haſten to prevent 

So great an evil. Thus as NESTOR ſpoke, 

They kept advancing tow'rds the city- gates; 

For thither all the princes and the chiefs 230 
Had been invited by IDOMENEUS 


To enter in with him, and pals the night, 
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Neſtor in the nams 
of Idomeneus againſt the Daunians their enemies. 
Mentor, who wiſhes to regulate the city of Salen- 
tum, and to inure the people to agriculture, en- 
gages Neſtor to be ſatisfied with having Telemachus 
at the head of a hundred noble Cretans, Aſter his 
departure, Mentor makes an exatt review ef every 
part of the city, and of the port; informs himſelf 


of every circumſtance, cauſes Idomeneus to make 


1 


new regulations in commerce and civil government, With v 
to divide the people into ſeven claſſes, to diſtinguiſh Was co 
their ranks and birth by diverſity of habits ; he Compos 
induces him to retrench luxury and all uſel:ſs arts, Entring 
and make the artiſans apply themſelves to agricul- Building 
ture, which he encourages, and cauſes to be had in Rais'd it 
honour, So great 
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1 army of th' allies were ſtraight employ'd 

In ſpreading out their tents, and all the plain 
With various-colour'd rich pavilions ſoon 
Was cover'd, where th' Heſperians now, fatigu'd, 
Compos'd themſelves to reſt, The kings and chiefs 
Ent'ring the city were ſurpris'd to ſee 
Buildings ſo many and magnificent 
Rais'd in ſo ſhort a time; and that a war, 
So great and ſo eventful, had not ſtopt 
The wonderful embelliſhment and growth 10 
Of this new city. 

Ev'ry 
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Ev'ry one admir'd 

The care and wiſdom of IDoukENEus, 
The founder of ſo flouriſhing a ſtate; 
And, peace being now concluded, thought th' 

allies | 15 
Would gain no ſmall acceſſion to their ſtrength, 
If he could be engag'd in their behalf, 
Againſt the Daunians. This they then propos'd 
To IvomENEUs, who could not well decline 
A propoſition that appear'd ſo juſt. 20 
He promis'd troops: but MENTOR, who well 

Knew 

All that is neceſſary t' improve, 
And make a kingdom flouriſhing, percciv'd 
Ipoukxkus' reſources could not be 
So great as they appear'd to be: he then 25 


Took him afide, and thus began: 


You lee, 
My labours have not ineffectual prov'd 
In your behalf, Now is Salentum freed 
From th' ills that threaten'd it: it but depends 30 
Upon yourſelf, to raiſe its fame to heav'n, 
And in the wiſdom of your government 


To equal Mixos your great anceſtor, 
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In ſpeaking to you, I uſe freedom ſtill, 

Suppoſing you deſire it, and deteſt 35 
The tongue of flatt'ry, While the kings admir'd 
Your grandeur, I then thought within myſelf 

On your temerity of conduct. Here 

IdoMENEUs chang'd countenance, his eyes 

Were all on fire, he redden'd, and could ſcarce 40 
Forbear expreſſing his reſentment, when 
MENTOR, in a reſpectful, modeſt tone, 

Yet reſolute, proceeded thus: I ſee, 

The word temerity hath given offence : 

Any other but myſelf had been to blame 45 
For uſing it; for kings ſhould ever be 

Reſpected, and attention ſtill be paid 

To their nice feelings, even in reproof: 

The truth itſelf, without harſh terms applied, 

Is keen enough to wound them: but I thought 30 
| ſhould have been permitted to ſpeak out, 
Without the uſe of qualifying terms, 


To ſhew you of your error. My deſign 


Was to accuſtom you to hear things call'd 

By their own names, that you might learn the truth, 
That others, when they give you their advice, 
How to conduct yourſelf, will never dare 

Jo ſpeak out plainly all they think. You muſt, 

I If 
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If you'd avoid deceit, ſtill underſtand 

More than they'll chooſe to ſay on thoſe events 60 
Which are not favourable. For myſelf, 

I wiſh to ſoften and adapt my words 

To your neceſlity ; but *tis of uſe, 

'That a diſintereſted man, and one 

Of no importance, ſhould a language ſpeak 65 
To you in private, free from all diſguiſe. 

None elſe will ever dare t' addreſs you thus: 
You'll ſee the truth by halves, and but by halves, 


Under a fair outſide, 


IDoMENEUS 70 

Recover'd now from his late haſty turn, 
Appear'd of his punctilious pride aſham'd. _ 
MEnToR, you ſee, ſaid he, the conſequence 

Of being us'd to flatt'ry. You have ſav'd 
My new-erected kingdom; there's no truth 75 
I ſhould not hear with pleaſure from your lips; 
But have compaſſion on a king, whoſe mind 
Is warpt by flatt'ry, and who has not found 
In his diſtreſs men generous enough 
To ſpeak the truth. No, never have I found 80 
A man enough my friend to run the riſk 


Of my diſpleaſure, by declaring truth, 
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As he thus ſpake, his eyes were fill'd with tears, 
And MN ron he with tenderneſs embrac'd. 
This ſage old man thus anſwer'd him; and ſaid, 8 5 
It is with pain I find myſelf conſtrain'd 
To utter what ſeems harſh ; but can I hide 
The truth, and thus betray you ? make my caſe, 
A moment's ſpace, your own, If hitherto 
You've been deceiv'd, *twas your own choice to 

be ſo: go 

Adviſers too ſincere you fear'd, and ſhunn'd. 
The moſt difintereſted have you ſought, 
And ſuch as might be likely to oppoſe 
And contradict you! Have you taken care 
To chooſe ſuch men as had the leaſt concern 95 
In pleaſing you, that in their conduct ſeem'd 
The moſt diſintereſted, and poſſeſs'd 
Spirit enough your paſſions to reprove, 
And ſentiments, when they appear'd unjuſt ? 
When flatterers aſſail'd you, have you ſtraight 100 
Reſolv' d on their diſmiflion ? or receiv'd 
Their flattery with diſtruſt ? No, you've not done 
What would be done by thoſe who love the truth, 
And who deſerve to know it. Let us try, 
How far you'll now have courage to endure 10 


Humiliating and condemning truth, 


12 I fay 
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I ſay then, that what gain'd you ſo much praiſes 
In fact, deſerves blame only. Whilſt you had 


So many pow'rful enemies without, 


Threat'ning your yet unſettled ſtate, within 110 


You thought on nothing elſe but with ſuperb 

And coftly works your city to adorn, 

Tis this hath coſt you ſuch uneaſy nights; 

And this I've been aſſur'd of by yourſelf. 

Your riches you've exhauſted ; you've never 


thought 115 


Of taking meaſures to increaſe your people, 

Or cultivate this rich and fertile coaſt, | 
Should not theſe points have been attended to, 

As the two chief foundations of your power, 

To have a num'cous people, and your lands 129 
Well cultivated too for their ſupport ? 

To favour population, at the firſt 

A long-continued peace was requilite, 

On nothing elſe ſhould you have bent your thoughts, 
But to improve your lands, and to enact 125 
The wiſeſt and moſt ſalutary laws. 

But by a vain ambition you've been led 


E'en to the border of a precipice. 


T' appear great, you've ſtudied to deſtroy 


Your real greatneſs. Haſte then to repair 130 
Theſe 
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Theſe faults; ſuſpend your coſtly works, renounce 


That pride which would deſtroy your riſing ſtate ; 
Suffer your people to repoſe in peace; 

Employ your thoughts to make them live at eaſe 
And in abundance, to facilitate 129 
The frequency of marriages. Know this, 

That you're no king, but ſo far as you have 
Subjects of government; and that your pow'r 
Ought to be meaſur'd, not by the extent 

Of territory which you occupy, 140 
But by its number of inhabitants, 

And ſubjects well-diſpos'd ' obey. Poſſeſs 

A fruitful ſoil, tho* moderate in extent ; 

And fill this ſpot with people numberleſs, 
Laborious, and well diſciplin'd ; procure 145 
The love of all theſe people; you'll enjoy 

More real glory, happineſs, and power, 

Than all the conquerors that lay waſte the world. 


How ſhall I act then, ſaid IDouENEUs, 
Tow'rds theſe kings? ſhall I reſolve t' avow 150 
My weakneſs ? Agriculture, it is true, 

Pve treated with negle& ; and commerce too, 
Which on this coaſt were eaſy ; I, in ſhort, 

| Had nothing elſe in view but to erect 

I 3 A great 
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A great and ſplendid city, Muſt I then, 155 
My deareſt friend, before ſo many kings 

Diſgrace myſelf, and all my folly own? 

Muſt it needs be? then I'm relolv'd to do it, 
Whate'er it coſt me ; for I've learnt of you, 

That a true king, who for his people lives, 160 
Who owes himſelf and all he hath to them, 

To his own dignity ſhould ftill prefer 

The welfare of his kingdom, 


MenTor then 
Reply'd; this ſentiment indeed becomes 165 
The father of his people; hence it is, 
*Tis from this goodneſs, not the vain parade 
Of outward ſplendour and magnificence, 
I recogniſe in you the patriot-king. 
Yet to your honour muſt regard be ſhewn 170 
For th' intereſt of the ſtate, Leave that to me. 
I'll ſtraight inform theſe kings, that you're en- 


gaged 
To reinſtate ULyssEs, if alive, 
If not, at leaſt his ſon, in royal pow'r, 
At Ithaca, and your attention 1s, 175 
To chaſe the ſuitors of PENELOPE 
Away, by force, They'll eafily perceive, 
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That ſuch a war muſt num'rous troops require. 
They'll thus of courſe be willing to receive 

Only a ſmall affiſtance at your hands, 180 
Againſt the Daunians, | 


Having heard theſe words, 
InoMENEvUs appear'd like one reliev'd 
From an oppreſſive burden. O my friend, 
Said he to MENTOR, you my honour fave, 185 
This growing city's reputation too 
You ſave, in hiding its exhauſted ſtate 
From all my neighbours. But what likelihood 
In ſaying, I intend to furniſh troops 
To go to Ithaca, to reinſtate 190 
ULyssEs, or TELEMAcCHus his ſon, 
When to this war TELEMACHvUs himſelf 
Againſt the Daunians is engag'd to go? 
Be in no pain, ſaid MENTOR, on that head 
Nothing ſhall I declare but truth. The ſhips, 195 
Which you'll employ for the eſtabliſhment 
Of commerce, ſhall the coaſt of Epire make, 
And thus at once two ſervices perform; 
One is, the foreign merchants to bring back 
Upon your coaſt, whom too great impoſts keep 200 
Far from Salentum ; th' other, to inquire 

| News 
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104 
News of Ul vesks. If he's ill alive, 

He cannot be far diſtant from theſe ſeas 

Twixt Italy and Greece; and 'tis affirm'd, 

He hath been ſeen on the Phœacian coaſt, 205 
If e'en no hope remain'd to ſee him more, 

Vour ſhips a ſignal ſervice will perform 

In favour of his ſon: through Ithaca, 

And all the neighbouring countries, will be ſpread 
The terror of TELEMAchus's name, 210 
Who wich his father is ſuppos'd to be 

No more; the ſuitors of PENELOPE 

Will be amaz'd and terrificd to find 

That he's preparing quickly to return, 

Aſſiſted by ſo potent an ally ; 215 
The Ithacans will not venture to throw off 

Their former yoke ; hereby PENELOPE 

Will be conſol'd, and till refuſe to accept 
Another conſort ; thus too you will ſerve 
TELEMACHUsS, while, on th' Italian coaſt, 220 
He with th' allies is in your ſtead engag'd 

Againſt the Daunians. 


Having heard theſe words, 
Happy that king, exclaim'd Imomexevus, 


Who by wiſe counſels is ſuſtain'd ! A wiſe, 225 
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And faithful friend is to a king more worth 

E'en than victorious armies in' the field. 

But doubly happy is that king who feels, 

And has the ſkill t improve, his happineſs, 

By following prudent counſels, as he ought! 230 
For kings full oft from wile and virtuous men 
Their confidence withdraw ; they dread their virtue; 
While they to flatt'rers lend a willing ear, | 
Whoſe treach'ry they ſuſpe& not. I have fallen 
Into this fault myſelf ; and you ſhall hear 235 
All the misfortunes I have erſt endur'd 

From a falſe friend, who till indulg'd my love 

Of flattery, and my paſſions gratified, 

Hoping in turn to gratify his own, 


The war-confederate kings were ſoon convinc'd 
By MeExNToOR, that IDoMENEUs was bound 
T' attend the int'reſts of TELEMACHUS 
While in their cauſe engag'd. They were content 
To have ULyssgs youthful ſon, with whom 
Were alſo ſent an hundred Cretan youths, 245 
The very flow'r of all the noble youth, 
Who had accompanied the king from Crete. 


MexTor advis'd to fend them to this war. 
»Tis 
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"Tis true, ſaid he, in peace the buſineſs is 

To multiply the people ; but for fear 250 
Leſt the whole nation ſhould too tender grow, 
And loſe in idle caſe the art of war, 

*Tis fit, the young nobility be ſent 

To foreign wars. They will ſuffice alone, 

To make the people emulous of glory, 255 
Attach'd to arms, reckleſs of toil and death, 

And to the military art inur'd, 


Th' allied kings left Salentum, fatisfied 
As to IDoMENEvs, and highly charm'd 
With MenTor's wiſdom. By ULysses ſon 260 
To be attended, fill'd their hearts with joy. 

He was not able to reſtrain his grief, 

When the time came of parting with his friend. 
While th' allied kings were bidding their adieus, 
And ſwearing with IpouExNEus to keep 265 
Eternal amity, then MENTOR held 
TELEMACHUS within his arms embrac'd, 

And felt himſelf bedew'd with tears. I now, 
Declar'd TELEMACHvus, no joy can find 

In ſeeking glory in the held, the thought 270 
Of ſeparation fills my heart with grief, 
I ſeem again to ſee that woeful time, 
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When th' Egyptians ſnatch'd me from your arms, 
And I was far remov'd without the hope 

- Ever to ſee you more. 275 

— 
With gentle words 

MexToR, to comfort him, replied, and ſaid, 
This is a ſeparation diff rent far; 
'Tis voluntary, and will be but ſhort ; 
Beſides, you go in ſearch of victory, 280 
'Tis time, my ſon, you learn to love me now 
With a leſs tender, more courageous love; 


To be accuſtom'd to my abſence ; me 


You will not always have; *tis wiſdom, virtue, 
Rather than MenTok's preſence, muſt inſpire 


That which you ought to do, 


On faying this, 
The Goddeſs, under MENToR's form conceal'd, 
Her zgis ſpreading o'er TELEMACHUs, 
A ſpirit of wiſdom and of foreſight rais'd 290 
Within his breaſt, intrepid valour join'd 
With firm compoſure, that fo rarely meet. 
The greateſt dangers muſt not be declin'd, 
Said MENTOR, when th' occaſion fo requires, 
A prince is leſs diſhonour'd who ne'er joins 295 


His 
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His army in the field, than he who ſhuns 
Danger, when once in battle. Tis not fit, 

His courage who commands, ſhould doubtful be. 
If it be needful that a king or chief 

Should to his people be preſerv'd, tis ſtill 300 
More needful for them, that his character, 

In point of courage, be above all doubt. 

He who commands, remember, ought to be 

A pattern to the reſt; to animate 

By his example all the troops. Fear then 30g 
No danger, O TELEMACHUs, and rather 

Periſh in battle, than give others cauſe 

To doubt your courage. Smooth-tongued flat- 

terers, 

Who'll ſtrive moſt eagerly to keep you back 
From danger, will in ſecret be the firſt 310 
To tax your want of ſpirit, if they find 

That you're at ſuch times eaſily reſtrain'd. 

On th' other hand, when no occaſion calls, 

Go not in ſearch of danger ; for obſerve, 

That courage is a virtue but fo far 315 
As it hath prudence for its guide: *tis elſe 
Fool-hardineſs, a raſh contempt of life, 

A brutal ardour ; courage ſuch as this 


Hath no ſecurity on any ide. 


Boc 


He 

In f. 
He | 
Abo 


Canr 


In th 


Emb: 
Is lofi 
His © 
Occat 
And ſ 
Of all 
Of thi 
And y 
The c 
The & 
Preſent 
That's 
Raſh] y 
The dit 
Gives a 
To pre: 
The wh 
Their o 


Book XII. OF TELEMACHUS, „ 


He who in danger hath no ſelf- command, 320 
In fact is rather paſſionate than brave; 

He needs muſt be beſide himſelf, to be 

Above the touch of fear, becauſe his heart 
Cannot ſurmount it in its natural frame. 


In this ſtate, if he flies not, he's at leaſt 325 


Embarraſs's, and that liberty of mind 
Is loſt, that is requir'd to iſſue out 


His orders with exactneſs, t' improve 


Occaſions offer'd, rout the enemy, 

And ſerve his country. What tho? he's poſle(s'd 
Of all the ſoldier's ardour, he's far ſhort 

Of the diſcernment of a general. 

And yet indeed he doth not e' en poſſeſs 

The courage that a ſoldier owes; for ſtill 

The ſoldier ought in battle to preſerve 335 
Preſence of mind, to have that ſelf- command 
That's requiſite to obey. He who reſolves 
Raſhly to expoſe himſelf, doth but diſturb 

The diſcipline and order of the troops, 

Gives an example of temerity, 340 
To great diſaſters too expoſes oft 

The whole of th' army. They who, t' indulge 
Their own vain glory and ambition, riſk 

K The 
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The ſafety of the common cauſe, deſerve 


Chaſtiſement, not reward, 345 


Be careful then, 


You ſeck not with impatience to acquire 

Glory ; the genuine way, my deareſt fon, 

T” attain it, is, compoſedly to wait 

A fair occaſion. Virtue ſo much more 350 
Reſpectable becomes, as ſhe appears 

More ſimple, modeſt, free from all parade. 

As the neceſſity to expoſe one's ſelf 

To danger grows more urgent, then indeed 
Foreſight and courage ſhould increale alike. 355 
Remember alſo, *tis not meet to incur 

The envy of others : do not, on your part, 
Diſcover jealouſy at their ſucceſs ; 

Praiſe them for all that merits praiſe, but ſtill 
Praiſe with diſcernment, dwelling on the good 360 
With joy ; ſuppreſs the bad, nor think thereon 
But with concern. Preſume not to decide 
Before the fenior captains, who poſſeſs 

All th' experience which you cannot have. 

With deference hear them ſpeak ; aſk their advice; 
Entreat thoſe who appear moſt capable 


T inſtruct you; be not backward t' aſcribe 
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To their inſtructions all your beſt exploits. 

In fine, ne'er liſten to diſcourſe that tends 

T” excite you to diſtruſt or jealouſy 370 
As to the other chieftains. Speak to them 

With confidence and openneſs of heart. 

If aught in their behaviour ſhould occur, 

To give you umbrage, freely ſpeak your mind, 
Give them your reaſons, If they're capable 375 
Of feeling the ingenuous openneſs 

Of ſuch a conduct, they'll be charm'd with you, 
And all that you have reaſon to expect, 

Will be obtain'd. If they, on th' other hand, 
Refuſe to liſten to your juſt complaints, 380 
You by our own experience will be taught, 

And ſee what in their conduct is unjuſt 

To be endur'd. Thenceforward you will take 
Your meaſures to be more on the reſerve 

For the remainder of the war. You'll then 385 
Have nothing to reproach yourſelf withal. 

But, above all, your cauſes of complaint 

Againſt the chiefs of th* army you are in, 

Never exhibit to thoſe flatterers, 

Who love to ſow diviſion. I ſhall here 390 
Remain, continued MENTOR, to aſſiſt 


[DOMENEUS (fo his affairs require) 
K 2 In 


112 THE ADVENTURES Book XII. 


In lab'ring for the welfare of his people; 

And to complete the neceſſary taſk 

Of rectifying the errors which, by means 3095 
Of wretched counſels, and of flatterers, 

He hath committed in th' eſtabliſhment 


Of his new kingdom, 


Here TEeLEMAcHUs 
Could not forbear expreſſing his ſurpriſe 400 
As to the conduct of IDoMENEUSs, 
And not without a mixture of contempt. 
But MENTOR gave him a ſevere rebuke: 
Are you ſurpris'd, ſaid he, that men are men, 
That in the beſt and worthieſt ſome remains 405 
Of human weakneſs ſhould be found, amidſt 
The many ſnares, and the embarraſſments, 
Inſep'rable from royalty? * Tis true, 
IpoMENEUs hath from his youth imbib'd 
Notions of pride and gandeur : but fo plac'd, 410 
Who, what philoſopher had been exempt ? 
Or who could have reſiſted flattery's charms ? 
He hath too much been under the controle 
Of thoſe who had his confidence, tis true: 
But how oft are the wiſeſt kings deceiv'd, 415 
In ſpite of all precautions they may take 
A king 
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A king, t' aſſiſt him, muſt have miniſters, 

Whom to confide in; all he cannot do. 

Beſides, a king, much leſs than private men, 

The perſons that ſurround him knows; to him 420 
They're ever in diſguiſe; no artifice 

Is left untried to blind him with. - Of this, 

Alas! TELEMACHuUs, you yourſc!f will have 
Too pregnant proof. In men you'lt rarely find 
The virtues or the talents Which you teck 42% 
Study and ſiſt them to the bottom, {1.1 

You're ev'ry day deceiv'd ; een of the beſt 

One cannot make what one would have them be, 
And what they thould be, for te public good. 
Some head- ſtrong paſtion, ſome peculiar whim, 43 
Or jealouſy, prevails ; and they ate ſcarce 


Ever to be perſuaded or reclain 


Tho more extenſive is the governmer 
The more are wanted min ters, by whom 
To do what one man cannot do and thus, 4235 
The more occaſion there may bs for men 
To whom t' entruſt autocrity, tho more 
The chance to be deceiv'd in ſuch a choice, 
Kings without mercy he condemns to-day, 


Who would to-morrow govern not fo well, 449 


* 
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| Who would the ſame and greater faults incur, | 
Were he entruſted with the felf-fame pow'r. 

A private ſtation, if it but poſleſs 

A moderate ſhare of eloquence, conceals 

All natural defects, t advantage ſhews 445 
More ſhining talents, makes a man appear 
Worthy of ev'ry place he never tried, 

But *tis authority that puts to proof 

All talents, and diſcovers great defects. 

Greatneſs is like a glaſs that magnifies 4.50 
All objects; greater all defects appear 

In ſituations ſo exalted, where 

From the leaſt things great conſequences ſpring, 
And violent ſhocks the ſlighteſt trips attend. 

All men are ftill upon the watch t obſerve 455 
A ſingle man, and on his conduct paſs 

Severeſt judgment. They who thus pronounce, 
Have no experience had of his condition; 

Its difficulties they have never tried; 


And ſuch are the perfections they require, 460 


- They'd have him more than man. But till a king, 
How wiſe and good ſoe'er, is but a man. 

His underſtanding, and his virtue too, 

Each hath its limits ; he his humours hath, 


Paſſions, and habits, which he can't command; 465 
Beſet 
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Beſet with intereſted, artful men, 

He finds not the aſſiſtance which he ſeeks; 

Each day ſome error he incurs, miſled 

Now by his paſſions, now his miniſters : 

No ſooner is one error rectified, 470 
Than he incurs another. Such the ſtate 

Of the moſt virtuous and enlighten'd kings. 


The beſt and longeſt reigns are all too ſhort, 
And too imperfect, to ſet right in th' end 
What was, without deſign, put out of courſe 475 
At the beginning. All theſe miſeries 
Attend on royalty. Man's weakneſs ſinks 
Beneath ſo great a burden, overpower'd. 
Kings ſhould be pitied, they ſhould be excus'd. 
Is't not in truth a pitiable caſe, 480 
To have to govern ſuch a multitude 
Of men whoſe wants are infinite, and who, 
To thoſe who wiſh to govern well, create 
A world of trouble? Honeſtly to ſpeak, 
Of men the caſe is pitiable too, 485 
In having for their governor a king 
Who, like themſelves, is but a man : for ſure 
No leſs than Gods can rectify mankind, | 
Yet kings, who are but weak, imperfect men, 

Are 


146 THE ADVENTURES 


Are no leſs to be pitied, that they have 490 
Such an innumerable multitude 
Of men deceitful and corrupt, to rule, 


TELEMACHUS with quickneſs here replied ; 
IpoMENEUs, by his own fault, hath loſt 
The kingdom of this anceſtors in Crete, 495 
And, but for your good counſel, would have loſt 
A ſecond at Salentum. I muſt own, 
MENTOR return'd, he hath great faults incurr'd ; 
But ſearch Greece over, and all places elſe 
Of ſoundeſt polity, if you can find 500 
A king who hath not on his part incurr'd 
Faults inexcuſable. The greateſt men 
Have in the frame and temper of their minds, 
Infirmities that lead them till aſtray; | 
The beſt and moſt praiſeworthy are indeed 505 
Such as have courage to confeſs their faults, 
And to correct them. Think you, that ULysses, 
Who is a pattern to the kings of Greece, 
The great ULYssEs, is without his faults, 
Without his weakneſſes? If ſtep by ſtep 510 
MINERVA had not led him by the hand, 
How often, in perplexing, perilous ſcenes, 
When made the ſport of fortune, had he fallen! 
How 
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How often hath MIN ERA 's pow'rful aid 
Prevented, or reſtor'd him, to direct 515 
His ſteps, by virtue's paths, to glory! Nay, 
Expect not, when you ſee him, re- enthron'd, 

In all his glory reign at Ithaca, 

To find him faultleſs; you'll not find him ſo. 
Greece, Aſia, all the iſlands of the ſeas, 520 
Him ſtill, with all his failings, have admir'd: 
Theſe by a thouſand brilliant qualities 

Are all eclips'd. Your higheft happineſs 

You may eſteem to have it in your pow'r 

I' admire-him/alſo, and your conduct ſhape 525 
By ſuch a model. 


O TRLEMACHUS, 
Expect not in the greateſt men to find 
More than humanity hath power t' effect. 
Young men without experience blindly form 530 
A raſh, preſumptuous judgment, take diſguſt 
At the beſt patterns, which ſhould be their guide, 
And ſuch an indocility contract, 
As is incurable, Your duty is, 
Not only to reſpect, love, imitate 535 
Your father, tho' not faultleſs, but to have 


A high eſteem too for IDOMENEUsS, 
Whatever 
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Whatever I have found in him to blame. 

He is by nature open and ſincere, 

Upright, juſt, liberal, beneficent, 540 
Perfect in valour, and deteſting fraud, 

When once diſcovered, when he's free to take 
The natural bent and bias of his ſoul. 

All his exterior qualities are great, 

Well ſuited to his place. His candour ſhown 545 
In freely acknowledging his errors paſt, 

His gentleneſs and affability, 

His patience in permitting me to ſpeak 

The harſheſt things, his fortitude to make 

A public reparation for his faults, 550 
And by ſuch means to place himſelf above 

The buſy ſtrife of tongues ; all this denotes 

A ſoul that's truly great. Good fortune might, 
Or good advice, from certain faults preſerve 

A man of very moderate gifts; but what, $55 
Leſs than uncommon virtue could incline 

A king, lo long by flattery ſeduc'd, 

His conduct to reform and rectify? 

"Tis far more glorious thus to riſe again, 

Than never to have fall'n, IpouzNRUs 560 
Hath faults incurr'd, which almoſt ev'ry king 
Incurs ; but what king, to correct himſelf, 
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Such efforts ever made, as he hath done? 

I, for my own part, at the very time 

That he permitted me to contradict, 565 
Could not forbear admiring him. Do you, 

My dear TELEMACHUs, admire him too; 

Tis not ſo much to raiſe his character, 

As for your benefit, I thus adviſe. 


By this diſcourſe TELEMAcHñVs perceiv'd, 570 
What danger of injuſtice is incurr'd 
By too ſtrict criticiſm of other men, 
Of thoſe eſpecially who bear the weight 


And the perplexities of government. 


_ MexToR then ſaid, We now muſt part, adieu! 575 


I here ſhall wait, my dear TELEMACHus, 


For your return. Remember till, that they 


Who fear the Gods, have nought to fear from man, 


You will encounter dangers in th' extreme; 


But know, Mix ER VA will be with you ſtill, 580 


TELEMACHUS, as theſe words ſtruck his ear, 
The preſence of the Goddeſs ſeem'd to feel, 
And would have &en perceiv'd, *twas ſhe that 
ſpoke, 
With fortitude to inſpire him, had ſhe not 
MENToR's 
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MenTor's idea to his mind recall'd, 585 
And ſaid, My ſon, forget not all the care 


And pains I've taken, from your infancy, 
To make you, like your father, wiſe and brave. 


Do nothing that may be unworthy found 
Of ſuch a pattern, or that may diſgrace 590 
The virtuous maxims you've receiv'd from me. 


The ſun was riſing, and the mountain-tops 
Illumin'd with his rays, what time the kings 
Quitted Salentum to rejoin their troops. 

The troops, that were in order all encamp'd 595 

Around the city, now began their march 

Under their chieftains ; when on every fide 

Sharp briſtling pikes are ſeen, and ſplendid ſhields, 

Dazzling the eyes; a ſweeping cloud of duſt, 

Rais'd from beneath their feet, mounts up to 
heav'n, -  _ 

IrDoMENEUS with MENTOR to the plain 

Accompanied th” allied kings on their way, 

As they march'd onward from the walls. At length 

They ſeparated, after having given 

On each ſide marks of amity fincere. 605 

Thy allies no longer doubted but the peace 

- Would be indiſſoluble, when they knew 

The 
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The goodneſs of IDouENEUs's heart, 

Which had been repreſented diff rent far 

From what it was: they had their judgment form'd, 
Not from the natural feelings of his heart, 

But from the counſels falſe and flattering, 

By which he had been blindly led aſtray. 


After the army of th' allies was gone, 
MENTOR accompanied IDoMENEUS 615 
Around to every quarter, Let us ſee, 
Said MENTOR, how much people you may have 
In town and country; let us number them; 
Examine too, what number there may be 
Of labourers among them. Let us know 620 
The produce, on an average, of your lands, 
In corn, wine, oil, and other uſeful things, 
By theſe means we ſhall learn, how far the land 
Is able to ſupport th* inhabitants, | 
And alſo, by its ſuperfluities, 625 
To carry on a beneficial trade 
With foreign countries. Let us alſo know 
The number of your ſeamen, and your ſhips ; 
Thence we mult form a judgment of your power, 
He viſited the port, and every ſhip : 630 


What country ev'ry veſſel traded to, 
L What 
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What merchandiſe it carried, he inquir'd, 


What in return it took; and what might be 

Th' expence that in the voyage was incurr'd ; 

What loans might be negociated, he aſk'd 635 

Among the merchants ; what ſocieties 

They form'd among themſelves, that he might 
know, 

If theſe were juſt, and faithfully maintain'd : 

In fine, what hazards were of ſhipwreck run, 

Or other chances that befal at ſea ; 640 

The ruin of thoſe merchants to prevent, 


Who oft thro' love of gain engage in ſchemes 


Beyond their power. 


All bankruptcies, he thought, 
Should be ſeverely puniſh'd, for that fuch 645 
As were from breach of faith exempt, were yet 


Scarce ever from temerity. He made, 


At the ſame time, ſuch regulations too, 


As might with eaſe all bankruptcies prevent. 
For this he appointed magiſtrates, to whom 650 
The merchants were oblig'd to give account 
Of their effects, their profits, their expence, 
And undertakings. They were not allow'd 


To riſk another man's effects, nor more 
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Than half their own. Beſides, they might engage 
In ſchemes of commerce, in ſociety, 

In which they could not fingly have engag'd. 

The laws and rules of theſe ſocieties 

Were facred and inviolable made, 

By the ſeverity of puniſhment 660 
On thoſe denounc'd, who did not follow them, 
Elſe, commerce was without reſtraint ; fo far 
From being check'd by impoſts, that rewards 
Were to the merchants offer'd, who ſhould bring 
The trade of ſome new nation to their ports. 665 


Thus in a ſhort time people from all parts 
Came flocking to Salentum. Commerce here 
Was like the flux and reflux of the ſea ; 
Treaſures from ev'ry quarter pouring in, 

Like wave ſucceeding wave. Whatever paſs'd, 670 
Was free from impoſt. All imported here 

Was uſeful ; while the exports in their ſtead 

Left other wealth. Strict juſtice in the port, 
Amidſt ſo many nations, ſtill prevail'd. 

Gocd faith, ſincerity, and openneſs, 675 
Scem'd, from the ſummit of theſe lofty towers, 

T* invite the trade of ev'ry diſtant clime. 


Each foreign merchant, whether he arriv'd 
L 2 From 
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From th' eaſtern clime, where riſing from the waves 
The ſun begins his daily courſe, or came 680 
From the great ocean, where the wearied ſun 
Declining ſeems to quench his languid fires, 

Here liv'd in peace, and in ſecurity, 


As at his native home, 


To regulate 685 
Th' internal polity, MenTor viſits next 
The magazines, the ſhops of th' artiſans, 
And all the public ſquares. All merchandiſe 
From foreign countries, that might introduce 
A ſoft, luxurious life, was here forbid. 690 
He fix'd the dreſs, the diet, furniture, 
Houſe decorations, and precedency, 
Of all the diff rent ranks. All ornaments 
Of gold and filver he forbade ; and ſaid, 
On this occaſion, to IDoMENEUs, 695 
To make your people moderate in expence, 
I know but one way; that is, to hold forth 
A pattern in that kind yourſelf, * Tis fit 
You ſhould maintain a certain dignity ; 
But your authority and dignity | 700 
Will be enough diſtinguiſh'd by your guards, 
By th' officers of rank and eminence 
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About your perſon, Be content to wear, 

For your attire, fine wool of purple die; 

Let thoſe the next to you in dignity 705 
Wear the ſame wool ; and all the diff' rence be 
The colour, and a broidery of gold 
Upon the border of your veſtment wrought. 

The diff *rent colours, without need of gold, 


Of filver, or of precious ſtones, will ſerve 710 


To mark the diff*rent ranks ; theſe you'll diſpoſe 


According to their birth. 


Let thoſe be rank'd 
Firſt, whoſe nobility's of oldeſt date, 
And moſt illuſtrious. Such as are advanc'd 715 
To places of authority and truſt, 
Will be content to yield precedency 
To thoſe of ancient and illuſtrious race, 
Who've had poſſeſſion, from fo early time, 
Of the firſt honours, They who cannot claim 
The ſame nobility of rank, with eaſe 
Will yield to thoſe, provided they're inur'd 
Not to forget themſelves, when plac'd too high 
In aMuence, and due praiſe be given to thoſe 
Whoſe moderation in proſperity 725 
Hath been approv'd. To envy leaſt expos'd 
L 3 Is 
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Is the diſtinction that originates 
From a long line of noble anceſtors. 


Virtue, and eagerneſs to ſerve the ſtate, 
Will quickly be excited in the breaſt, 730 
If worthy actions crowns and ſtatues earn, 
And, to their children who perform them, ſerve 


As a commencement of nobility, 


Let thoſe, in order next to you, wear white, 
The bottom of their veſture fring'd with gold; 
A gold ring on the finger, on the breaſt 
A golden medal with your portrait ſet. 
The ſecond order ſhall be clad in blue, 
And, with the ring, a fringe of ſilver wear, 
But medal none; thoſe of the third, in green, 740 
Wearing the medal, but no ring, or fringe; 
The fourth in yellow; in pale red the fifth; 
The ſixth, light grey; the ſeventh and loweſt 
rank, 
Mixt yellow and white. 


Theſe ſeveral habits then 


Sev'n diff rent ranks of freemen mark. The ſlaves 


In ruſſet ſhall be habited. By this 
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Shall every one, according to his rank, 
Diſtinguiſh'd be, without expence ; and th' arts 
That miniſter to luxury and pride, 750 
Be baniſh'd from Salentum. Th' artiſans, 

That are in thoſe pernicious arts engag'd, 

Shall, in the few moſt neceſlary arts, 

In commerce, or in tillage, be employ'd. 

No change ſhould be permitted in the ſtuffs, 755 
Or ia the habits with reſpect to form, 

For *tis beneath the dignity of men, 

Deſign'd for nobler purpoſes, to find 

Amuſement in the ſtudy and device 

Of idle and affeted ornaments ; 760 
Or ever to permit the other ſex, 

Whom ſuch amuſements would leſs miſbecome, 
To ſtoop to ſuch exceſs, ; 


Thus MenTo, like 
A ſkilful gard'ner, who from fruit-trees prunes 
What is ſuperfluous, labours to retrench 
Moral-corrupting luxury and pride 
To a frugal, gen'rous fimplicity 
Reduces ev'ry thing; and regulates, 
As well the diet of the citizens, 770 
As of the ſlaves. How ſhameful is't, ſaid he, 
That 
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That men i' the higheſt ſtations ſhould delight 


To place their grandeur in ragouts, that ſerve 
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Their minds t' enervate, and deſtroy their health; 


Who ought to make their happineſs conſiſt 
In moderation, in the pow'r they have 
Of doing good, and in the honeſt fame 
And reputation due to virtuous deeds | 


Sobriety to the moſt ſimple food 


A reliſh gives; and, with the firmeſt health, 


The pureſt and moſt laſting pleaſures yields. 
The diet then ſhould be confin'd to meats 
That are the beſt in kind, but plainly dreſt. 
To ſpur the appetite beyond the bounds 


Of nature, is the art of pois'ning men. 


IDoMENEUS now ſaw he had incurr'd 
Blame, in permitting the inhabitants 
Of his new city to corrupt themſelves 
In groſsly violating all the laws 
Of Mixos, that concern ſobriety. 


775 


780 


785 


790 


But MENTOR wiſely obſerv'd, the laws themſclves, 


Tho' re-eſtabliſh'd, would ſtill uſeleſs prove, 
Unleſs th' example of the prince himſelf 


Gave them a ſanction, which nought elſe could 


give. 


IdomeNnEvs 


Boc 


Ibo: 
Wit 
Exc: 
(Th 
Witt 
Witt 
A re 
Upor 
Thus 
Whic 
Were 


The m 
That h 
The ba 
Which, 
While i 
And ſha 
All muſ 
Held in 

The pra 
Of hero 
But for t 
Of build 


Book XII. OF TELEMACHUS, 129 


IDoMENEUS his table regulates 795 
Without delay, to which he admits alone 
Excellent bread, well-flavour'd, gen'rous wine, 
(The country-growth) in moderate quantity, 
With ſimple viands, ſuch as erſt he us'd | 
With th' other Greeks, when at the ſiege of Troy. 
A regulation which the king impos'd 

Upon himſelf, none dar'd to diſapprove. 

Thus from that delicacy and exceſs, 

Which had begun to ſpread its influence, 

Were all reform'd, : 805 


MenTo retrenches next 
The muſic, of a ſoft, effeminate kind, 
That had begun t' infect the youth. No leſs 
The bacchanalian muſic he condemns, 
Which, ſcarcely leſs than wine, inebriates, 810 
While it produces ſtrange extravagance, 
And ſhameleſsneſs of manners. He confines 
All muſic to the ſolemn feſtivals 
Held in the temples, there to celebrate 
The praiſes of the Gods, and virtuous deeds 815 
Of heroes. Alſo he permitted not, 
But for the temples, the grand ornaments 


Of building, ſuch as columns, pediments, 


And 
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And porticoes : ſuch models he propos'd 

Of architecture, in a ſimple ſtyle, 820 
Vet graceful, as that in a moderate ſpace 

A light, commodious houſe might be contriv'd, 
Fit to contain a num'rous family ; 

Having a wholeſome aſpect, and the rooms 

Each from the other ſep'rate, that with eaſe 825 
Order and cleanlineſs might be preſerv'd, 


And the repair no great expence require, 


Every conſiderable houſe, deſign'd 
For freemen, he directed to be built, 
With a ſaloon, a mod' rate periſtyle, 830 
And ſmall apartments. But he ſtrictly enjoin'd 
There ſhould be no ſuperfluous multitude 

Of rooms, and all magnificence forbade 

In the apartments. This variety 

Of models ſuited to the diff'rent ranks, 835 
Serv'd to adorn, to render uniform, 

And elegant, one quarter of the town, 

While th' other part, according to the pride 

And the caprice of individuals form'd, 

And which was now completed, ſeem'd to be, 840 
In ſpite of its magnificence, diſpos'd 
On a leſs pleaſing and commodious plan, 
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In a ſhort time was this new city built; 

Becauſe the neighb'ring coaſt of Greece ſupplied 

Excellent architects; from Epire too, 845 

And many other countries, there were brought 

Maſons in great abundance, on theſe terms, 

That, when their work was finiſh'd, they ſhould 
form, 

About Salentum, an eſtabliſhment, 

Take lands to clear and cultivate, and ſerve 859 


To ſtock the country with inhabitants, 


Painting and ſculpture, Mx ron thought, were 
arts 
That muſt not be abondon'd ; but he wiſh'd 
To have but few profeſſors of theſe arts. 
A ſchool he eſtabliſh'd at Salentum, where 855 
Preſided maſters elegant of taſte, 
T” inſtruct young pupils. Nothing low and mean, 
Said he, ſhould be admitted in the arts 
Tnat are not founded in neceſſity. 
None, therefore, ſhould be enter'd in ſuch arts, 
But youths of genius, whoſe rare talents give 
An earneſt of perfection. Others, born 
For arts leſs noble, may with profit ſerve 


The ordinary callings of the ſtate. 
The 
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The memory of great men to preſerve, . 865 
And great exploits, ſhould be the ſole employ 

Of ſculptors, and of painters. In the tombs, 
And public ſtructures, ought to be preſery'd, 

And repreſented, all illuſtrious acts 

Of virtue for the public weal. In fine, 879 
MenrTor's attachment to frugality, 

And love of moderation, hinder'd not, 

But that he authoriſed the public works 

Deſign'd for chariot- racing, for the games 

Of wreſtling, of the ceſtus, and all thoſe 875 
That exerciſe the body, that improve 

And render it adroit and vigorous, 


Of merchants a vaſt number he retrench'd, 
Who dealt in ſtuffs, the make of foreign climes, 
Or in embroid'ry of exceſlive price, 880 
In vaſes, made of ſilver and of gold, 

With figures of the Gods, men, animals ; 

And ſuch as dealt in liquors and perfumes, 

Alſo the furniture of every houſe 

He order'd to be plain and durable. 855 
That the Salentines, who made loud complaints 
Of poverty before, began to feel, 


What ſuperfluity they had of wealth. 
Falſe, 
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Falſe, unſubſtantial riches made them poor; 

They now were growing rich in real wealth, 890 
As they had courage to retrench the falſe. 

To ſcorn ſuch riches as exhauſt the ſtate, 

Said they themſelves, and to reduce our wants 


To nature's moderate calls, is to grow rich. 


MENTOR next viſited the arſenals, 895 
And all the magazines, to ſee if th' arms, 
And all the needful implements of war, 
Were in a proper ſtate, For, he obſerv'd, 
Nations ſhould always be prepar'd for war, 
That they may never find themſelves reduc'd goo 
To the misfortune of it. He perceiv*'d 
The want of many things in ev'ry part. 
Men he procur'd without delay, to work 
In iron, ſteel, and braſs, Erelong were ſeen 
Volumes of ſmoke and flame from furnaces gog 
Aſcending, like the ſubterraneous fires 
Which Etna vomits forth. The anvil, beat 
With the redoubled ſtrokes of hammers, groans, 
Th” adjacent echoing hills and hollow ſhores 
Ring with the ſound. © One might have thought 

himſelf 910 

Plac'd in that iſle, where VULcan at his forge, 
M The 
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The Cyclops animating with his voice, 
Forms thunderbolts for JUPpITER. And thus, 
By a wiſe foreſight, in profoundeſt peace 
Appear'd all due preparatives for war, 


After this, MENTOR with IDoMENEUS 
Without the city an excurſion made, 
And found a great extent of fertile grounds 
Lying uncultivated ; ſome appear'd 
Half cultivated, thro' the negligence 920 
And poverty of th' holders, who in want 
Of lab'rers for the culture of their lands, 
Courage and ſtrength of body wanted too, 
To bring it to perfection. Having feen 
Theſe deſolate tracts, ſaid MENTOR to the king, 
Theſe lands call out upon th' inhabitants 
T' enrich themſelves; but the inhabitants 
Are wanting to the lands. Let us then take 
All the ſuperfluous artiſans diſpers'd 
Around the city, whoſe employments ſerve 930 


But to corrupt the manners of the ſtate, 


And make them cultivate theſe plains and hills, 
Theſe men in ſedentary arts employ'd, 
*Tis true, have never been to toil inur'd ; 


But this misfortune may be remedy'd, 935 
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The vacant lands ſhould be diſtributed 

Amongſt them, and to their aſſiſtance call'd 

Some of the neighb'ring people; who will take 

Upon themſelves the moſt laborious part, 

If they are promis'd ſuitable rewards, 940 

Out of the fruits and produce of the grounds 

Which they ſhall clear. They afterwards 

May have a portion giv'n them for themſelves, 

And with your people thus united be, 

Who are not over num'rous. If they be 945 

Laborious, and obedient to the laws, 

Than theſe no better ſubjects can be had, 

And they will ſerve t increaſe your ſtrength and 
pow'r. 

Your artiſans to a country- life remov'd, 

Their children will inure to country-toil. 959 

Ine maſons too from foreign countries, who 

The building of the city now attend, 

Have all engag'd to clear and cultivate 

Some portion of your lands. Theſe, when the 
works, 

Intended in the city, are complete, 955 


Incorporate with your people : They'll rejoice 


Under a government to paſs their lives, 
That is become ſo mild. As they're robuſt, 
M 2 And 


136 THE ADVENTURES Book XII. 


And us'd to labour, they will ſerve t excite, 

By their example, to a life of toil 960 
And induſtry the city-artiſans, 

With whom they will be mingled. Thus in time 
The country will be ſtock'd with families 

Robuſt and vig'rous, and wholly giv'n 

To agriculture, Let not the increaſe, 965 
Moreover, of theſe ſtrangers give you pain; 
Their numbers will erelong be infinite, 

Provided you facilitate the means 

Of matrimony, which are ſimply theſe: 

Almoſt all men to marriage are inclin'd ; 970 
T here's nothing hinders it but poverty. 

If you oppreis them not with taxes, they 

Their wives and children will with eaſe maintain; 
For ſtill the earth, the ever-grateful earth, 

On thoſe wao cultivate her with due care, 975 
Largcly beſtows her fruits: to thoſe alone, 

Who grudge their labour, ſhe makes no return, 
But the laborious and induſtrious part, 

Still, the more numerous their children are, 

The wealthier are, provided that the prince 980 


Impoveriſh them not. From earlieſt years 


Their little ones begin to be a help. 
The youngelt take the ſheep to paſture ; thoſe 
Further 
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Further advanc'd in years, have now the care 

Of num'rous flocks ; the eldeſt in the field 985 

Aſſiſt their father in his work. Mean-while 

The mother, with the family at home, 

For her dear children, who muſt needs return 

Fatigued with toil, and for her ſpouſe, prepares 

A plain repaſt, Her's is the care to milk 990 

The cows and ſheep; and milk in plenteous 
ſtreams 

Is ſeen to low. She makes a cheerful fire, 

Round which the family each evening chant, 

Well pleas'd, the ſongs of innocence and peace, 

Till ſummon'd by the gentle call of ſleep. 995 

Cheeſe, cheſnuts, ſhe prepares, and fruits pre- 
ſerv'd, 


All freſh as if juſt gather'd from the tree. 


The ſhepherd with his pipe returns, and chants, 
To th' aſſembled family, the ſongs 
He from the neighb'ring village-ſwains hath learnt. 
The ploughman homeward with his plough returns, 
His weary'd oxen, with their necks bow'd down, 
Move lowly on, regardleſs of the goad. 
With the day's work all toil and trouble ends. 
M 3 Sleep, 
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Sleep, with his poppies, which at Heav'n's com- 
mand 1005 
He ſheds o'er mortals, charms all cares to reſt, 
All nature in a ſoft enchantment holds ; 
And each, forgetful of the morrow's toil, 
Enjoys repoſe ; a happy race of men, 
Free from ambition, artifice, diſtruſt ; 
If the Gods grant them an indulgent king, 
That interferes not with their harmleſs joys. 
But how inhuman, and how horrible, 
Through oftentatious and ambitious views, 
To rob them of the fruits their labour earns, 
And nature's bounty yields! Nature alone 
From her rich boſom would the needs ſupply 


Of an innumerable multitude 


1010 


Of mod'rate men, to induſtry inur'd ; 
But *tis the pride and lux'ry of a few I020 


That ſinks to miſerable penury 


Such numbers of mankind. 


What can I do, 
Then ſaid IDomENEvs, if thoſe I ſend 
Neglect to cultivate this fertile foil * 
Do, reply'd MENTOR, not what others do, 
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But the reverſe. A greedy, thoughtleſs prince 

On the induſtrious, thriving part alone 

Of all his ſubjects, heavy impoſts lays, 

To prey upon their induſtry ; for theſe 1030 
Will, he expects, more eaſily be paid: 

While lighter burdens are on thoſe impos'd, 

Whom idleneſs hath rendered indigent, 

This order, ſo oppreſſive of the good, 

That rewards vice, and opens wide a door 1035 
To idleneſs, as fatal to the prince 


As to the general weal—reverſe. On thoſe 

Who ſhall neglect to cultivate their fields, > 
Fines, forfeitures, and other penalties, 

Inflict with vigour, as you'd puniſh thole 1040 
Who quit their poſt in war. On th' other hand, 
To thoſe who multiply in family, 

Peculiar favours and exemptions grant, 

Which, in proportion to their diligence, 

In agriculture ſhewn, might be encreas'd, 1045 
Soon will their families be multiply'd, 

Labour by all with vigour be purſued, 

Nay, honourable deem'd ; and huſbandry 

No longer in contempt be held, when freed 

From ſuch oppreſſions. Once more will the plough 
Be had in honour, in the hands of thoſe 


Who 
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Who for their country have with glory fought. 

*Twill no leſs honourable be eſteem'd, 

To cultivate th” inheritance receiv'd 

From their forefathers, in a time of peace, 1055 

Than to defend it manfully in war. 

Then will the country a new aſpect wear : 

Ceres ſhall here with golden ſheaves be crown'd ; 

Bacchus will tread the grapes, and cauſe to flow 

Wine rich as near, down the mountains” ſides 

The hollow vallies with the concerts ring 

Of ſhepherds, who, along the verdant banks 

Of ſome clear ſtream, the voice and flute ſhall 
Join, 

While on the flow'ry plain their flocks ſhall feed, 

Shall ſkip and play, nor fear the rav'nous wolf, 


What joy, IdomENEvs, to be the ſource 


Of ſo much happineſs to multitudes, 


Who, under the protection of your wings, 


Shall live in ſuch tranquillity and peace | 


Doth not this greater and more glorious ſeem, 


Than to lay waſte the earth, to ſpread abroad, 


On every ſide, as much almoſt at home, 


With vict'ry crown'd, as in the vanquiſh'd ſtates, s 
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Deſtruction, horror, famine, dire diſmay, 
Dejection, and deſpair? 1075 


Happy the king 
So favour'd by the Gods, of ſoul ſo great, 
1” endeavour thus to be the dear delight 
And bleſſing of his people; to diſplay, 
In his on reign, to ev'ry future age, 1080 
A ſpectacle ſo charming! All the world, 
Far from oppoſing hoſtilely his pow'r, 
Will rather come, and, falling at his feet, 
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But when, 1085 
Anſwer'd IDOMENEUS, the people thus 


In plenty live, and peace, they'll quickly be 


By luxury corrupted; and the pow'r 


T put into their hands, againſt me turn. 


Fear, replied MeNToR, no ſuch conſequence z 


A ſtale pretence ſtill urg'd, t' indulge the pride 


Of greedy princes, who with impoſts wiſh 

To load their ſubjects: but the remedy 

Is eaſy. By the late- eſtabliſn'd laws, 

Reſpecting tillage, their fixt courſe of life 1095 


Will be laborious, and, tho' plentiful, 


They'll 
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They'll nothing more than neceſſaries have, 

For we have all ſuperfluous arts retrench'd. 

This plenty too, by the facility 

Of marriage, and th' increaſe of families, 1100 
Will be diminiſh'd. Ev'ry family, 

Being num'rous, and of little land poſleſs'd, 
Muſt cultivate it with inceſlant toil, 

'Tis idleneſs and lux'ry that gives riſe 

To inſolence and a rebellious ſpirit, 1105 
Bread they will have indeed, and largely too, 
Tho' nothing elſe but bread and fruits produc'd 
From their own grounds, and by hard labour 


earn'd. 


To keep them ſtill within theſe mod'rate bounds, 
The quantity of land ſhould now be fixt, 1110 
Fach family will be allow'd to hold. 

Your people we've divided, as you know, 
Into ſeven claſſes, by their diff*rent ranks : 
No family, of any claſs, more land 
Should ever be permitted to poſſeſs, 1115 
Than what is barely needful to ſupport 
The number that compoſes it. If this 
Be obſery'd as an inviolable rule, 
The nobles will not have it in their power 
T' encroach 
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T' encroach upon the poor. All will have lands, 
But each poſſeſſing little, will be led 


To cultivate it with the greater care. 


If in the courſe of time there ſhould be here 
A ſcarcity of lands, then colonies 


Might hence be form'd, which would augment the 


ſtate. 1125 


Care ſhould be taken too, as I'd adviſe, 
That wine be not permitted to become 
Too common in your kingdom. If there be 
Of vines too great a number planted out, 
Part ſhould be rooted up. Wine is the ſource 
Of num'rous ills among the ſons of men; 
Diſeaſes, ſtrifes, ſeditions, idleneſs, 
In families confuſion, and diſguſt 
Of uſeful labour, hence ariſe. Let wine 
Be as a kind of medicine reſerv'd, I135 
Or as the rareſt liquor, to be us'd 
At ſacrifices only, or at feaſts. 
But then a rule of ſo much conſequence 
Will never be obſerv'd, unleſs you firſt 
A reſolute example ſet. - Beſides, 1140 
The laws of MI Nos ſhould be ſtrictly kept, 
For educating youth. Here public ſchools 
Should 
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Should be eſtabliſh'd ; in theſe ſhould be taught | Of 

A juſt and awful rev'rence of the Gods, had 
Love of one's country, for the laws reſpect, 1145 0 
And, in ſupport of honour's ſacred tie, Or; 
Contempt of pleaſures, and of life itſelf. The 
The 


T here ſhould be magiſtrates appointed too, 
To guard the people's int'reſts, and to watch 
-Over their morals. Be yourſelf concern'd 1150 The 
Still to watch over them, you who are king, 

Or ſhepherd of the people, that you may 

With never- ceaſing care watch o'er your flock, 
Diſorders numberleſs you'll thus prevent, 
Numberleſs crimes. But thoſe you can't prevent, 
Severely puniſh from the firſt, For thus, 

In its firſt riſe, to check the courſe of vice, 

Is real mercy. By a little blood 

Thus ſcaſonably ſhed, will much be ſpar'd, 

And you'll thereby be put into a tate 1160 
Of being fear'd, without much rigour us'd. 

But how deteſtable the maxim is, 

That no ſecurity is to be found 


But in oppreſſion! Still in ignorance 


To keep the people, not to lead them on 1165 


To virtue, or ſecure their love; by means 


Of 
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vu 


Of terror to reduce them to deſpair, 

And to this dread alternative, that they 

Cannot with freedom breathe the common air, 

Or muſt ſhake off the tyrant's yoke ; are theſe 
The means whereby to reign with eaſe ? is this 


The path to glory? 


The more abſolute 

The ſov'reign is, the leſs his real power. 

The fole poſſeſſor of the ſtate, he takes, 1175 
Ungroſſes, ruins all; but then the ſtate 

Is languiſhing, the fields neglected lie, 

And almoſt deſert. The cities ev*ry day 

Decline in ſtrength, and commerce is no more. 
Ihe king, who is no king himſelf alone, 1180 
Nor ſeparate greatneſs from his people holds, 

y thus inſenſibly exhauſting thoſe, 

The ſource of all his riches and his power, 

Does but inſenſibly exhauſt himſelf. 

The ſtate of money and of men is drain'd; 1185 
Lais laſt the moſt irreparable loſs ; 


is abſolute pow'r makes all his ſubjects ſlaves. 


i hey flatter and adore him, ſeem t* adore, 


And tremble at his very looks: but wait - 
N The 
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The lighteſt change, you'll ſee that monſtrous 
pow'r, | I190 

Extended to ſuch violence and exceſs, 

Crumble to nothing : in his people's hearts 

Is no reſource ; th' whole body of the ſtate, 

Harraſs'd and irritated by that pow'r, 

And ev'ry individual, are conſtrain'd 1195 

To ſigh for any change. A ſingle ſtroke 

Brings down the broken idol to the duſt. 

Scorn, hatred, deep diſtruſt, reſentment, fear, 

And ev'ry paſſion of the human breaſt, 

Unite againſt a tyranny ſo baſe. 1200 

The king, who in his vain and proſp'rous ſtate 

Found no man bold enough to ſpeak the truth, 

Shall, in his woful change, not one man find 

Who will vouchſafe t' excuſe, or lend him aid 


Againſt his enemies, 1205 


IpouN Rus, 
Straight after this, by MEN To urg'd, prepares 
T” allot and parcel out the vacant lands, 
To fill them with the uſeleſs artiſans, 
And all that was propos'd, to execute, 
But for the maſons he reſery'd the lands, 


Boo 
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He had before appointed them, and which, 
Till all the city-works were made complete, 


They could not be allow'd to cultivate. 


END OF THE TWELFTH BOOE, 


ADVENTURES 


TEL EMMA cn. 


Tdomenens relates to That confidence he had 


placed in Proteſilas, and the artifices of that fa- 


wourite, who was in league with Timocrates 10 


deſtroy Philocles, and ts betray himſelf. He de- 
clares to him, that, prejudiced by theſe two men 
againſt Philocles, he had commiſſioned Timocrates 
to go and aſſaſſinate him on an expedition in which 
he commanded the fleet; that Timocrates having 
miſſed his blow, Philocles had ſpared him, and 
had retired to the ifle of Samos, after having 
given up the command of the fleet to Polimenes, 
whom Idemeneus by a written order had nominated 
to ſucceed him; that notwithſtanding the treachery 
of Proteſilas, he had net had reſolution enough to 


get rid of him, 
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DOoMENEUs's mild and mod'rate ſway 
I Soon nois'd abroad, people from every part, 
/\\lur'd by ſo much happineſs in view, 


Came flocking in, t' incorporate with his own. 


The fields, ſo long with briars and thorns o'er-run, 
Of harveſts rich, and fruits till then unknown, 
A pleaſing promiſe yield: the fruitful earth, 


/>”ning her boſom to the plough, prepares 


Wich her rich gifts to crown the lab'rer's toils: 


The proſpect brightens round; along the hills, 10 
And in the vallies, flocks are friſking ſeen, 


And 
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And herds that with their lowings fill the air. 
Theſe flocks and herds ſery'd to enrich the ſoil: 
They were procur'd by MENTOR, who advis'd, 
For thoſe ſuperfluous things, to be no moce 15 
Permitted at Salentum, in exchange 


To take of the Apulians flocks and herds, 
Which the Salentines wanted, 


At this time 


The city and the villages around, 20 
With comely youth of either ſex were fill'd, 
Who long had pin'd in want, nor dar'd t' unite 
In wedlock, fearing to increaſe their woes. 

But when they ſaw IDoMENEUS inclin'd 

To pity and humanity, to be 25 
The father of his people, they no more 

Dreaded the ſcourge of famine, nor aught elſe 
With which the wrath of Heaven afflicts the earth, 
Now nothing elſe but gladſome ſhouts are heard; 
Shepherds and huſbandmen with ſongs of joy 30 
Their nuptials celebrate, One would have thought, 
That the God PAN by ſatyrs and by fauns 
Accompanied, were mingled with the Nymphs, 
And dancing to the flute in th* woodland-ſhade. 


All was tranquillity and cheerfulneſs: 55 
Their 
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153 
Their pleaſures ſtill were mod'rate, ſuch as ſerv'd 
But as a relaxation after toil ; 


Therefore more lively, and more pure. 


% 


Th' old men, 
Who could not have expected to behold, 
E'en in ſo long a courſe of years, a change 40 
So wonderful, ſurpris'd, ſhed tears of joy 
And tenderneſs. Lifting their trembling hands 
To Heaven, O mighty Jove, ſhow'r down, they 
cried, 
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ſembling thee, 

Born for the general good of men, the beſt, 45 
The greatelt gift thy bounty hath beſtow'd, 

The happineſs that we from him derive, 

In ten- fold bleſſings on his head return. 
Our late poſterity, the happy fruits 


Of marriage, which he favours, every good, 50 


Their very birth to him wi ill owe, while he 


Will truly be the father of his people. 


The married youth, of either ſex, their joy 


Fer. ii 2 . . - pl” . 
L xpreſs'd in ſinging ſtill the praiſe of him, 


Ihe ſource of this their happineſs and joy. 55 
tis name fill'd ey'ry mouth, fill'd ev'ry heart; 
His 
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His preſence gave delight; his loſs they fear'd ; 
A loſs which would have been ſo deeply felt. 


IdomENEvus to MENTOR freely own'd, 
He never had experienc'd ſuch delight 60 
As that of being belov'd, and being the ſource 
Of ſo much happineſs to multitudes, 
This I could never have believ'd, ſaid he; 
The greatneſs of all princes, I once thought, 
Conſiſted only in the pow'r they had, 65 
To make themſelves be fear'd ; that other men 
Were only born for them; and all I had heard 
Of kings as objects of delight and love 
To their own people, ſeem'd to me a dream; 
I now perceive its truth. But you mult hear, 70 
How from my earlieſt infancy my mind 
Hath been miſled reſpecting kingly pow'r : 
*Tis this hath been the ſource of all my woes, 
All my misfortunes. Then IdoMENEUS 


His ſtory thus began. 


PRoTESILAS, 


Who is a little older than myſelf, 


Of all my young companions I moſt lov'd : 
| His 
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His bold and lively temper hit my taſte; 

My pleaſures he aſſiſted, countenanc'd 80 

My paſſions; he firſt caus'd me to ſuſpet 

Another young man, whom I alſo lov'd, 

And highly eſteem'd, whoſe name was PHiLoCLEs. 

This laſt, with rev'rence for the Gods, poſleſs'd 

A great, though moderate ſoul ; all human great- 
neſs, 85 

Not in the raiſing of himſelf to pow'r, 

But in the conqueſt o'er himſelf he plac'd, 

And {corn of every baſe, unworthy act. 

He told me of my faults without reſerve ; 

And when at times he durſt not ſpeak, e'en then 

His ſilence, and the ſadneſs of his brow, 


Sufficiently explain'd th' implied reproach, 


At firſt his plainneſs pleas'd me; I full oft 
Declar'd, that, while I liv'd, he ſhould poſſeſs 
My confidence, to put me on my guard 95 
Azaiaſt the tongue of flatt'ry. All my ſteps 
By thoſe of Mixos he directed ſtill, 

And ſtill inculcated whate'er might tend 

To make my kingdom happy. He, tis true, 

Had not that depth of wiſdom you poſſeſs, 100 
But, 
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But, now I'm ſenſible, his maxims were 

Honeſt and juſt, PRoTESILAS'S arts, 

Prompted by jealouſy, and by ambition, 

Soon gave me a diſguſt of PHILOCLES, 

The latter, far from being importunate, 105 
Left room for th' other to prevail; he till 

Was ſatisfied with telling me the truth, 
Whenever I would hear it; *twas my good, 


Not his own int'reſt, that he ever ſought. 


PROTEsS1L as ſoon brought me to believe, 110 
*T was but a ſpirit of chagrin and pride, 
That all my actions criticiſed, that ſcorn'd 
To aſk me any favour, or to hold, 
As from me, any thing; and that aſpir'd 
After the character and fame of one 115 
Who was above all honours : he to this 
Artfully added, that the'ſame young man, 
Who ſpoke to me ſo freely of my faults, 
Spoke freely of my faults to others too, | 
tter'd broad hints of his contempt of me; 120 
And, in abaſing thus my character, 
That he could have no other end in view, 


But by the ſplendor and ſeverity 
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Of his own virtue, thus to pave himſelf 
A way to royalty, -— 


I ſcarce at firſt 
Could bring myſelf to think, that ParLoctes 
Wiſh'd to dethrone me. There's I know not what 
Of candour, and of ingenuity, 
In real virtue, not to be put on, 130 
Nor yet miſtaken, if attended to. 
But Pa1LocLEs's firmneſs to condemn 
My foibles, now began to weary me. 
At the ſame time PRoTESILAS's ſoft, 
laſinuating carriage and addreſs, 135 
And reſtleſs induſtry to find me out 
New pleaſures, made me feel leſs patiently 
The auſterity of PHILOCLES, 


Mean-while 
PROTESILAS, not able to endure 140 
| ſhould not be convinc'd of all he ſaid 
Againſt his enemy, reſolv'd at laſt 
To ſpeak no more about him, but to find 
Means to convince me of his perfidy, 
By ſomething more effeCtual than all words. 145 
Now hear how he accompliſh'd his deceit. 


He advis'd me to let PHiLoCLEs command 
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The fleet of ſhips appointed t' attack 

Thoſe of Carpathiaz and to gain his point, 

The praiſes I beſtow on him, faid he, I 50 
You'll not ſuſpect ; without reſerve I own 

His courage, and abilities for war; 

He'll ſerve you better, I am ſenſible, 

Than any other, and my enmity 

Againſt him, for the ſervice of the ſtate, 155 


I wave, I think no more of. 


I was charm'd 
On finding ſuch integrity in one 
To whom 1 had already giv'n in charge 
The moſt important buſineſs of the ſtate, 160 
With tranſport I embrac'd him, while I thought 
Myſelf ſupremely happy, who had plac'd 
My confidence in one who appear'd ſo much 
Above all paſſions and ſelf-intereſt. | 
But how much to be pitied ſtill are kings! 165 
He knew me better than I knew myſelf, 
It ſeem'd : kings are in general, he knew, 
Full of diſtruſt and indolence ; deut, 
From the experience they ſo often have 
Of ch' artifice of thoſe deſigning men, 170 
That till ſurround them; indolence, becauſe 
They're 
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They're led away by pleaſures, and employ 
Others to think and labour for them, loth 

To take the pains of thinking for themſelves. 
T would not be difficult, he therefore thought, 
T' excite my jealouſy againſt a man 

Who would not fail achieving ſomething great; 
While abſence left him too an open field 
Wherein to ſpread his ſnares, 


At ſetting out, 180 
What happen'd was foreſeen by PH1LOCLES. 
Obſerve, ſaid he to me, I ſhall not be 
Upon the ſpot to anſwer for mylelf ; 
You'll now have nothing elle to liſten to, 
But the ſuggeſtions of my enemy; 185 
And tho' I riſk my life in ſerving you, 
J ſhall perhaps obtain, for my reward, 
Only your indignation. PHILOCLES, 
Reply'd I, you're deceiv'd; PRoTESILAS 
Speaks not of you with ſo much enmity ; 
He praiſes, he eſteems, nay thinks you too 
Deſerving of the moſt important truſt, 
To ſpeak againſt you, if he but attempts, 
He loſes all my confidence at once. 
Go then, fear nothing, think of nothing elſe, 195 
O 2 But 
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But how to ſerve me well. He then took leave, 
And left me in a ſtate unknown before. 


I now ſaw clearly, MexTo, I confeſs, 
How neceſſary 'twas for me to have 
More than one perſon whom I might conſult ; 200 
That nothing could more prejudice my fame, 
And hinder the ſucceſs of my affairs, 
Than truſting too implicitly to one, 
By PriLoCLEs's wiſdom and advice, 
I knew I had eſcap'd ſome dang'rous faults, 20 
In which PRoTEsILas's haughtineſs 
Would ſoon have plung'd me, I was ſenſible, 
There was in Philocles a fund of truth, 
Maxims of probity and equity, 
Which I perceiv'd not in PRxorESILAs: 210 
But this laſt had been ſuffer d to aſſume 
Such a deciſive tone, as I no more 
Was able to reſiſt. I found myſelf 
Quite weary'd out between two oppolites, 
Two whom I had not pow'r to reconcile: 215 
Thus through mere impotence of mind I choſe 
To hazard ſomething at the ſtate's expence, 
And breathe at liberty. I durſt not own 


This ſhameful motive for the part I took, 
E'en 
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E'en to myſelf ; but what I durſt not own, 220 
Lurk'd ſtill within my breaſt, and was indeed 
The ſpring of all my actions. 


PHILOCLES, 
Having ſurpris'd the enemy, and gain'd 
A complete vict'ry, was preparing now 225 
For his return, to obviate the effects 
Of the ill offices he had to fear; 
When, not yet having had ſufficient time 
T' accomplith his deceit, PROTESILAS 
On th' inſtant wrote him word, *twas my deſire 
He thould purſue his victory, and ſtraight 
Make a deſcent on the Carpathian iſle, 
In fact, he had perſuaded me, this iſle 
Would be an eaſy conqueſt ; but contriv'd, 
That PH1LoCLEs ſhould, in this enterpriſe, 235 
Want many neceſſary articles; 
And tied him down to orders that ſhould cauſe 


Delays in th' execution. 


He mean- while 
Directed one of my attendants, ſit 240 
For any baſe employment, to obſerve 


Len the minuteſt fact and circumſtance, 
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And give him an account; tho they appear d 
Scarcely to know each other, and to be 


In ſentiment for ever oppoſite. : 245 


This perſon, nam'd TiMoCRATES, one day 
Came to me a grand ſecret to reveal, 

E'en the diſcov'ry of a dang'rous plot. 

*Tis the deſign of PfILocILEs, ſaid he, 

Supported by your naval armament, 259 
To be made king of the Carpathian iſle. 

The chiefs of th' army are attach'd to him, 

The troops gain'd over by his largeſſes, 

And ſtill more by the baſe licentiouſneſs 

They're ſuffer'd t' indulge; his late ſucceſfs 255 
Hath ſo elated him. For proof, ſee here 

A letter written to a friend of his, 

On his projected ſcheme of kingly pow'r : 

Sure evidence like this admits no doubt, 


I read the letter, it appear'd to be 269 
Of th' hand of PaiLocLes, PRoOTEsSILAS 
Had with T1MocRATESs contriv'd to forge 
His hand exactly. I was greatly ſhock'd 
At this epiſtle ; ſtill I read it o'er, 
And o'er again, and could not yet believe 265 
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It came from PHILoCLEs ; ftill running o'er, 
In my diſorder'd mind, the {triking proofs, 
Which PHILoCLEs from time to time had giv'n, 
Of his diſintereſted faith and truth, 


And yet what could I do? which way reſiſt 270 


A letter where I thought I really ſaw 
The hand of PHILOCLES ? 


TIuocRATEs, 
When he obſerv'd J had no longer pow'r 
T” oppoſe his artifice, without delay 275 
Went a ſtep further. If I might preſume, 
Said he with heſitation, to point out 
One word in this epiſtle—PHrILoCLEs 
informs his friend, he might with confidence 
Speak to PROTESILAS of ſuch a thing, 280 
Wich he ſets down in cyphers : without doubt 
ProTESILAS is privy to the ſcheme 
Ot PHILOCLEsS, and fo they've play'd the game 
Into each other's hands, at your expence, 
You well remember, twas PRoTEsSILAs 285 
That was fo prefling to ſend PHILocLEs 
Chief in command againſt Carpathia : then, 
For ſome time paſt, obſerve, he hath forborne 
To ſpeak againſt him, as he oft was wont : 

Inſtead 
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Inſtead of that, he's laviſh in his praiſe, 290 
Excuſes all he does, and ſome time ſince 
They've liv'd in courteſy and confidence. 

No doubt, PRoTESILAS with PHILOCLES 

Hath fixt on meaſures to divide between them 
The conqueſt of Carpathia, Nay, you ſee 295 
How he was bent on making this attack 
Againſt all rule; and that, to gratify 

His own ambitious views, he riſks the loſs 

Of your ſca-armament. Is't credible, 

That he'd aſſiſt the views of PniLoCLes, 300 
If they were {till at enmity ? No, no; 

No doubt remains, but theſe two men are leagued, 
Jointly to raiſe themſelves to pow'r ; perhaps, 

To overturn the throne whereon you lit, 

In ſpeaking thus, I know I expole myſelf 305 
To th' worſt of their reſentment and revenge, 

If, notwithſtanding my ſincere advice, 

They're ſtill permitted to retain their power: 

But ſo I ſpeak the truth, what matters it? 


Theſe laſt words, which TimoctarTEs pro- 
nounc'd, 310 
Impreſs'd me deeply; I no more could doubt 


The treaſon of PiLocLEs, and, as his friend, 
Diſtruſted 
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Diſtruſted too PRoTEsIL as. Mean-while 
T1IMOCRATES kept ringing in my ears, 

If you remain inactive till that time 315 
The conqueſt of Carpathia is complete, 

T will be too late; in vain t' oppoſe his views: 
Then haſten to ſecure him, while you may. 

I know not any longer whom to truſt : 

Men's deep diflimulation and deceit 320 
Struck me with horror. After having ſeen 

Ihe treaſon of PHILoCLEs, I was convinc'd, 

No man on earth deſerv'd my confidence. 

I ftraight reiolv'd, the wretch ſhould ſuffer death 
For his perfidiouſneſs ; but ill I fear'd 325 
PROTESILAS, and knew not how to act 

Reſpecting him. To find him criminal 

I dreaded ; to confide in him, I fear'd. 


At laſt I was conſtrain'd, in my diſtreſs, 
To tell him, in plain terms, that PHIiLocLEs 330 
Fell under my ſuſpicion. He appear'd 
Altoniſh'd ; he took pains to repreſent 
His uprightneſs and moderation ; rais'd 
The value of his ſervices; in ſhort, 
Omitted nothing to confirm my fears 335 
Of their connexion ; while TI MOCRATES, 
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On th' other hand, loſt not a moment's time 

To make me obſerve the cloſe intelligence 
Between them, and to urge the taking off 

Of PriLocLEs, while he was in my pow'r. 340 
See, my dear MENTOR, ſee the piteous ſtate 

Of kings, till ſubject to be made the ſport 

Of other men, while the ſame men appear 


To tremble at their feet ! 


I thought *twould be 
A maſter-ſtroke of policy, and ſer ve 
To diſconcert PROTESIL As's ſcheme, 
To ſend T1iMocRATEs in ſecrecy 
Straight to the fleet, with orders to contrive 
The death of PRILOCLES. PROTESILAS 359 
Puſh'd his diſſimulation to th* extreme, 
And me the more effectually deceiv'd, 
As the more naturally he aſſum'd 
The guiſe of one who was himſelf deceiv'd. 
T1iMocRATESs departed with all ſpeed ; 355 
On his arrival, he found PniLocLES 
Sufficiently embarraſs'd in th” attack; 
He wanted every thing; PROTESILAS, 
Uncertain how the forg'ry might ſucceed 


For the deſtruction of his enemy, 360 
Wiſh'd 
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Wiſh'd for ſome other plauſible pretence, 


Founded on th' ill ſucceſs of an attempt, 


167 


From which he made me hope ſo much, and which 


Muſt irritate me agaiaſt PRILocLEs. 

But all theſe difficulties were o'ercome 
By PHILOCLEs's courage and addreſs, 
And by the love the army bore him, All 
Were ſenſible, how fatal and how raſh 
Such a deſcent muſt be, yet every one 
Labour'd for its ſucceſs, as tho' his life 
And happineſs hung on it. Every one 
Was ready at a call to riſk his life 

Under a chief fo wiſe, and fo intent 


To make himſelf belov'd, 


T 1MOCRATES 
Had every thing to fear in the attempt 
J“ aſſaſſinate this chief amidſt his troops, 
By whom he was ſo ardently belov'd. 
But mad ambition's blind: T 1MOCRATES 
Thought nothing difficult, to gratify 


PROTESIL AS, With whom he hop'd to rule, 


365 


70 


380 


When PRILoclEs was gone, with abſolute ſway. 


PROTESILAS could not endure a man 


Of ſuch integrity, whoſe fight alone 


Still 
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Still ſilently reproach'd his crimes, and who, 385 


By being near me, might defeat his ſchemes, 


T1MocRATES engag'd two officers 
Who conſtantly attended PHILOCLES ; 


Promis'd in my name great rewards ; and then 


Acquainted PH1LoCLEs, that he was come 


399 


T' impart to him from me ſome ſecret things, 


Which he was order'd not to truſt him with, 
But in the preſence of theſe officers. 
T1MoCRATES and theſe two officers 

Were privately ſhut up with PHILoCLEs, 


T1IMOCRATESs then aim'd a ſudden blow 


At PHILOCLEs, with his poniard ; which glanc'd off, 


And ſcarcely made impreſſion. PHILOCLEs 


Seizes the poniard, and defends himſelf 


Undauntedly againſt the three. Mean-while 400 


395 


He calls aloud— is heard the door burſt open, 


And PHILOCLES is reſcued from theſe men, 


Who, under an embarraſſment of mind, 


But feebly had attack'd him. They were ſeiz'd, 


And, had not PHILOCLEs ſtraight interpos'd, 405 


So great the indignation of the troops, 
Would have been torn in pieces on the ſpot. 


He, taking then TIMOCRATEs apart, 
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Aſk'd him, with th' utmoſt mildneſs, who it was 
That had engaged him in fo baſe an act? 410 
T1MoCRATES, through fear of ſuff*ring death, 
Made haſte to ſhow the order he'd receiv'd, 

From me, to take off PyILoCLEs ; and he, 

As traitors ever are baſe-minded found, 

In hopes to fave his life, diſcover'd all 415 


PROTESILAS'S treach'ry, 


PriLoCLEs, 
Amaz'd and ſhock'd to find in th' human heart 
Such malice and depravity, purſu'd 
A very mod'rate conduct: he declar'd 420 
To all the army, that TiMocRATES 
Was free from guilt, ſet him at liberty, 
And ſent him back to Crete; and the command 
Ot th' army to PHILOMENEs reſign'd, 
When in a written order I had nam'd 425 
To take the poſt of PHILOcCLEs, when ſlain, 
Ihnen, after recommending to the troops 
Fidelity to me, he went by night 
Oa board a veſſel that convey'd him ſafe 
to th” iſle of Samos, where he lives in peace, 430 
la poverty and ſolitude, employ'd 
lu making ſtatues for his livelihood 
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Averſe to hearing any talk of men, 

Unjuſt, deceitful men; much more, of kings, 
Whom he the moſt unfortunate eſteems, 435 
And moſt deceiv'd of all men. 


MenToR here 


Stopping IDouEN Rus, but what, ſaid he, 
Was't long ere you the truth difcover'd ? 


No, 440 
Replied IDoMENEvs, from time to time, 
The artifiees of PROTESILAS, 
And of TIMOcRATES, I came to know. 
Erelong they were at variance; for bad men 
Can never long agree, Their frequent jars 445 
Open'd my eyes to ſee the deep abyſs 
In which they'd plung'd me.—Did you not reſolve 
Then, reſum'd MENTOR, to get rid of them? 
Alas! replied IDoMENEvus, can you 
Want information of th' embarraſſment, 450 
Weakneſs, irreſolution, princes feel ? 
When once given up to men who have the art 
To make themſelves their neceſlary tools, 
Their freedom's gone: whom they the moſt de- 
ſpiſe, 455 
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Them they treat beſt, on them their favours heap. 
PROTESILAS with horror I beheld, 

Yet all authority to him reſign'd. 

What ſtrange illufion ! Tho' I plum'd myſelf 

On knowing him, yet ſtill the power I gave, 460 
I had not reſolution to reſume, 

I found him, too, convenient, complaiſant, 
Anxious to gratify my paſſions, warm 

In my concerns, My weaknels to excuſe, 

I had a reaſon too within myſelf ; 465 
'That I no ſenſe of real virue had, 

For want of knowing how to make a choice 

Of good men, for conducting my affairs. 

To what end is't, faid I, to rid one's felf, 

With buſtle and noiſe, of one diſhoneſt man, 470 
Only to fall into another's hands, 

Not more difintereſted, or fincere ? 

Meanwhile, commanded by PoLIMENES, 

The fleet and troops return'd. I thought no more 
Of the Carpathian conqueſt ; nor fo far 475 
Cou'd ev'n PROTESIL As diſguiſe himſelf, 

But I diſcover'd how chagrin'd he was, 

When he was now aſſur'd, that PHILOCLES 

Was ſafe at Samos. 
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MEenToR once more ſtopt 480 At r 
IrdoMENEvs, to aſk, if, after this, Wit 
After ſo black and treacherous an act, Imp 
He had continued to retain, in truſt, Hun 
The baſe PRoTEsILAs ? I was, in fact, Tha 
Replied IDomENEvs, too indolent, 485 Unce 
And too averſe to buſineſs, to have pow'r By n 
To ſhake him off. It muſt have overturn'd Eng: 
The plan of eaſe, that I was ſettled in, A ne 
To fix a new man in his place; and this a 
Was what I had not courage to attempt. 490 | Tho! 
I choſe to ſhut my eyes, and not to ſee His « 
The artifices of PROTESILAS, And 
I was contented to communicate, Holt 
To certain perſons I confided in, Unde 
My knowledge of his infidelity ; 495 Daves 
Thus fancying, when I knew of the deceit, In fin 
I was but half deceiv'd. From time to time, To l 
J alſo made PRoTEs1LAs perceive, This 
I bore his yoke impatiently. I oft Of p 
Made it a point to contradict him, oft 500 My r 


To blame in public ſomething he had done, 
And to decide againſt his ſentiments. 
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But as he knew my inaCtivity, 
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At my chagrin, He to the charge retura'd 505 
With confidence; his manner was at times 
Importunate, at other times appear'd 

Humble, inſinuating: when he ſaw 

That I was piqued againſt him, he would take 
Uncommon pains to diſſipate my mind 510 
By new amuſements, or in ſome affair 

Engage me, where he might appear to be 

A neceſſary inſtrument, and ſhow 

His zeal to raiſe my fame and character. 

Though put upon my guard againſt his wiles, 515 
His conſtant afliduities to pleaſe 

And gratify me, led me ftill aſtray. 

He knew my ſecrets ; he ſupported me 

Under embarraſſments; and, by the pow'r 
Deriv'd from me, he kept all men in awe, $520 
In fine, I could not in my heart reſolve 

To loſe him ; but while in his place I kept 

This man, *twas then impoſſible for men 

Of probity, to repreſent to me 

My real int'reſt, From this time none dar'd 525 
Freely to ſpeak his ſentiments before me; 

Truth quite forſook me; error, that prepares 

The fall of princes, was my puniſhment, 
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To the ambition of PROTESIL AS, 530 

And his revenge. Ev'n thoſe who had moſt zeal 

For me, and for the ſtate, yet thought themſelves 

Not bound to undeceive me. I myſelf, 

After ſo dreadful an example, fear'd 

Ev'n leſt the truth ſhould pierce the cloud, and find 

Its way to me, in ſpite of flatterers : 

For as I had not ſtrength to follow it, 

Its light to me was troubleſome. I felt, 

That it had caus'd me ſharp remorſe, nor had 

The pow'r to extricate, and ſet me free. 540 

My indolent ſoftneſs, and th* aſcendancy 

ProOTESILAS inſenſibly had gain'd, 

Made me deſpair I ever ſhould regain 

My liberty. The ſtate I now was in, 

So infamous and baſe, I neither choſe 545 

To ſee myſelf, nor to let others ſee. 

You, my dear MENTOR, know the vanity, 

Know the falſe glory, and the pride, in which 

Princes are educated, They would fain 

Ne'er be thought wrong. They muſt, to hide 
one fault, 550 

Commit a hundred. Rather than confeſs | 

They've been impos'd upon, or take the pains 


T' emancipate themſelves, they muſt ſubmit 
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To ſuffer impoſition all their lives. 

Such is the ſtate of weak, irreſolute kings; 555 
Such was my ſtate, when J was called away, 
With other princes, to the ſiege of Troy. 


I, at my parting, left PxorEsIL As 
At th' head of pow'r. He rul'd with inſolence 
And inhumanity. The Cretans groan'd 560 
Under his tyranny; but no one dar'd 
To let me know th' oppreſſion they endur'd, 
The truth, all knew, I could not bear to ſee; 
And that I ſcrupled not to ſacrifice 
To the reſentment of PRoTESILAS, | 565 
All who preſum'd t' oppoſe him: but the more 
They fear'd to ſpeak, the more were they oppreſs'd, 


His falſe ſuggeſtions led me to diſcard 
The brave MER1oNnes, who attended me 
To Troy, and ſuch tranſcendent glory won: 570 
Of him PRoTESILAS was jealous grown, 
As of all thoſe I lov'd, and who diſplay'd 
The leaſt degree of virtue. 


From that ſource, 


My deareſt MenTor, you muſt know, aroſe 575 
All 
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All my diſtreſs. *T'was not, in fact, ſo much And 
My ſon's death caus'd the Cretans to revolt, Irreſe 
As the reſentment of th' offended Gods, As fo 
Againſt my folly, and the general hate | They 
PROTESILAs's conduct had incurr'd. 580 They 
The patience of the Cretans, at the time As th. 
That my ſon's blood was ſpilt, was weary' d out They 


Under ſo rigorous a government; 


And the horror of this action made appear, WI 
In outward act, what had been long conceal'd, That y 
And rankling in their hearts. Still en 
That th 
T1iMOCRATES What b 
Attended me to Troy, and gave account, Nay, I' 
By ſecret letters, to PROTESILAS, In grant 
Of all he could diſcover, I perceiv'd 590 In your 
That I was in captivity ; but ſtrove So glarin 
To hide it from myſelf, as I deſpair'd Into ſuch 
Ever to find a remedy, At the time 
Of my arrival, and the firit revolt | 
In th' iſle of Crete, theſe two were firſt in flight. Alas ! yo! 
They would, no doubt, have left me to my fate, Are all ex 
Had I not been, almoſt as ſoon as they, In lux'ry i 
Conſtrain'd to fly, O MENTOR, be aſſur'd, They're ſt 
That thoſe men, whom proſperity elates, Want reſc 


And 
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And renders inſolent, are ever found 600 
Irreſolute, and cowards, in diſtreſs, 

As ſoon as they're depriv'd of abſolute pow'r, 
They're all bewilder'd, in confuſion loſt, 

They then appear as ſervile, creeping things, 

As they before were haughty ; all at once 605 


They paſs from one, to th' oppoſite extreme. 


Whence is't, ſaid MENTOR, to IDomeNEvus, 
That you, who know ſo well theſe wicked men, 
Still entertain, and give them countenance ? 

That they attended you, I'm not ſurpris'd; 610 
What better for their int'reſt could they do ? 
Nay, I'll allow, you've done a gen'rous act 


In granting them a place of refuge here 


go In your new ſettlement : but after proofs 
So glaring, why commit yourſelf again 615 


Into ſuch hands ? 


IpoukNEus replied, 
bt, Alas! you know not of how little uſe 

Are all experiences to indolent kings, 

In lux'ry ſunk, to all reflection loſt, 620 
They're ill diſpleas'd with ev'ry thing, and ſtill 
Want reſolution for the leaſt reform. | 
Habit, 
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Habit, that ſo much ſtrength by time had gain'd, 

As with an iron chain, ftill held me faſt 

To theſe men, who beſet me ev'ry hour, 625 

Since [I've been here, they've led me into all 

The great expences which you've ſeen ; they've 
drain'd 

This young and riſing ſtate ; they brought about 

This war, which but for you had been my ruin. 

All the misfortunes I endur'd at Crete, 630 

I ſhould erelong have here experienc'd too: 

But you my eyes have open'd ; you've inſpit'd 

The courage requiſite to ſet me free. 

I know not what you've wrought in me; but I, 


Since you've been here, am quite another man, 


MenrToRk then took occaſion to inquire, 
What was the conduct of PRoTESILAS, 
After the late arrangement of affairs. 
Nothing, replied IpoMENEvs, could be 
More artful than his conduct, ſince you came. 640 
With indefatigable pains at firſt 
He tried t' excite ſuſpicion in my breaſt : 

He, in direct terms, nothing ſaid himſelf 

In prejudice of you, but I obſerv'd, 

That ſev'ral others came t' expreſs their fears, 645 
And 
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And doubts, of theſe two ſtrangers: One, ſaid 
| they, 

The crafty ULxssEs' ſon ; the other is 
A deep, reſery'd, myſterious, hidden man, 
Their practice is to wander up and down 
From kingdom ſtill to kingdom: who can tell, 
Whether they have not ſome deſign on this ? 
Theſe ſtrange advent'rers, by their own account, 
Diſturbances have caus'd in ev'ry realm 
Where they've arriv'd. This new, unſettled ſtate 
Might by the lighteſt touch be overturn'd, 655 


PRoTEsSIL as ſaid nothing, but his art 
Was all employ'd, to give me but a glimpſe 
Both of the danger and extravagance 
Of all the regulations introduc'd. 
He pointed to my int'reſt : If, ſaid he, 660 
You place the people in a ſtate of eaſe, 
And of abundance, labour they'll renounce ; 
They'll become inſolent, intractable, 
And will be ever ripe for a revolt, 


Nothing but poverty and indigence 665 


Can make them humble; and bring them to a ſtate 


Of nonreſiſtance. Oft, under pretence 
Of zeal to ſerve me, he'd affect t' aſſume 
His 
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His old authority and conſequence. 

In taking off the burdens of the people, 

You lower, ſaid he, the royal dignity, 

Do them irreparable injury ; 

For it is needful, for their own repoſe, 

To keep them in a low and humble ſtate, 
To all this I replied, that I knew how 

To keep them dutiful, by gentle means ; 

E'en by conſulting their love ; and that, 

Without relaxing my authority, 

Tho' I oppre{s'd them not; by puniſhing, 

With firmnels, all the guilty; in a word, 

By educating youth with proper care, 

And keeping all the people diſciplin'd 

To a laborious, ſimple, ſober life. 

What! is there then, ſaid I, no other way 

To bring a people to ſubmit to pow'r, 

Than by reducing them to miſery, 

To famine? Heavens! what inhumanity ! 

What brutal policy! And are there not 

Examples to be found, of nations brought 

By gentle treatment, and humanity, 

To ſerve, and be obedient to their prince? 


Of all reovlts the likelieſt cauſes are, 
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Th' ambitious, reſtleſs ſpirit of the great, 
| Indulg'd with power, and ſuffer'd t' extend 
Their paſſions and their pride beyond all bounds ; 
The multitude of people, great and ſmall, 
Who live in lux'ry, idleneſs, and eaſe ; 
The num'rous claſs of men employ'd in war, 
And who've neglected all the arts of peace; 
The deſperation of an injur'd people; 700 
The cruelty, the haughtineſs of kings, 
Through love of eaſe become incapable 
Of watching o'er all orders of the ſtate, 
Thus to prevent diſturbances : in fact, 
Theſe are the pregnant cauſes of revolt; 705 
And not the pittance the poor lab'rer earns, 
Zo dearly earns with toil, and ſweaty brow) 


And is permitted to enjoy in peace. 


Wen he perceiv'd me in theſe principles 
Fixt and immovable, PROTESILAS 710 
His conduct chang'd, affected to admire 
Ine maxims which he could not controvert; 
Appear'd convinc'd, refolv'd to practice them, 
Expreſs'd his obligation for the light 
I had imparted to his mind, He now, 715 


In his attention to the poor, exceeds 
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My utmoſt wiſh ; he ſtill the foremoſt is, 

To repreſent their wants, and to decry 
Exorbitant expence. You allo know 

What praiſe he laviſhes, what confidence 720 
He ſhows in you ; and what officious pains 

He takes to pleaſe you. Now T1MocRATES 

No longer to PRoTESILAs makes court, 

And thoughts of independence entertains, 
PROTESILAS is jealous of him grown ; 725 
And by their variance and diſputes it was, 


In part, I came to know their perfidy. 


Here MexTor ſmiling, to IpouEN REUS 
Replied ; through impotence you've then endur'd, 
For years, the tyranny of theſe two men, 730 
Men, of whole treach'ry you've convincing proofs, 
Alas! you know not, ſaid IDoMENEvus, 

The pow'r of artful and intriguing men 
Over an indolent, irreſolute king, 


Who places blindly all his confidence 


— 1 
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Wu 


In ſuch men, for conducting his affairs. 
Beſides, as I obferv'd, PROTESIL AS 
At this time enters into all my views, 


With ardour, for the public good, 
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Then thus 740 

MeNToR with gravity reſum'd : I fee, 
Indeed too well, what prevalence bad men 
Have o'er the good, in the concerns of kings : 
Of this a dreadful inſtance you afford. : 
You ſay, your eyes are open'd ; can that be, 745 
When you permit the baſe PROTESILAsS, 
A wretch unfit to live, to govern {till ? 
Know, wicked men are not incapable 
Of doing good ; they either do alike, 
Or good or ill, when either ſerves the ends 759 
Of their ambition. Ill they do with eaſe, 
As by no ſenſe of goodneſs they're reſtrain'd, 
Or principle of virtue ; but they do 
Good with as little trouble, being led 
By their depravity to do that too, 755 
The better to deceive the reft of men. 
They, to ſpeak juſtly, are not capable 
Of virtue, tho? they appear to practice it; 
But capable, to every other vice 
Of adding, the moſt horrible of all, 760 
Hypocriſy, Be active as you pleaſe, 
In doing good, PRoTESILAs, you'll find, 
Will fill keep pace with you in doing it, 
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So to preſerve his pow'r : but if in you 

The ſmalleſt relaxation he perceives, 765 
He'll all his artifice exert, once more 

To lead you into error, and indulge 

His natural ferocity and fraud, 

Can you, by ſuch a man each hour belet, 

In peace or honour live ; when you, withal, 770 
Know, that the wiſe and faithful PHiLoCLEs, 

Is left in poverty, and in diſgrace, 


In th' iſle of Samos ? 


O IdoMENEvUs, 
You're ſenſible, that bold, deſigning men, 775 
Who're preſent, lead irreſolute kings aſtray, 
But you ſhould add, that princes are, beſides, 
To a no leſs misfortune liable; 
Apt to forget the ſervices and worth 
Of him that's abſent. Princes are beſet 780 
By ſuch a crowd of men, that no one makes 
A deep impreſſion on them: none but he 
Who's ſtill before their face, and flatters them, 
Engages their attention ; all beſides 
Is quickly effac'd. But virtue leaſt of all 785 


Can make impreſſion; there's no flatt'ry there 
Virtue 
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Virtue oppoſes, and condemns them ſtill, 

In all their foibles. Who can wonder then, 

They're not belov'd, when they themſelves nought 
elſe, 


But their own grandeur, and their pleaſures love? 
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Mente 
Timocrates to be conducted ts the ifle of Samos, to 


rder Proteſilas and 


recall Philicles, aud reſtore him to his former dig- 
nity. Hegeſippus executes this commiſſun with 
jey. He arrives with theſe two men at Samos, 
where he ſecs again his friend Phicacies, who is 
content ts lead a poor and ſolitary life in that iſland, 
Hhilocles feels great reiuftance againſt returning 
to his native ctuntry, but when he perceives that 
it is the will if Heaven, he embarks with Hege- 
feppus, and arrives at 8 alentum, where Idameneus, 
who is ns longer the ſame man, receives him with 


great a Hectian. 
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U ENTOR, this ſaid, perſuades IpoMENEUS 
1 4 He ought to rid him of PROTESIL AS, 
And of TimocrarTeEs, and ſtraight recall 
The injur'd Py1LocLEs. One obſtacle 
Mone retarded it; *twas, that the king 5 
Fear'd the ſeverity of PHILOCLES. 
| muſt confeſs, ſaid he, tho' I eſteem, 
And tho' I love, him, yet I feel ſome dread 
Of his return. From early infancy 
L ſtill have been acc uſtom'd to receive 10 
Praiſe, homage, flatt'ry, aſſiduities, 
Wich from this man 'twere folly to expect. 
It 
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If aught were done, of which he diſzpprov'd, 


His ſad, dejected air ſoon let me know, 
How greatly he condemn'd what I had done, 
With me in private, his behaviour was 


Reſpectful, guarded, but auſtere and dry. 


Book XIV, 


I5 


MenToR replied, perceive you not, that kings, 


By flatt'ry warpt, think ev'ry thing auſtere, 
That's liberal and free: 
As to imagine, that no zeal is ſhown, 

And no regard for their authority, 

Or for their ſervice, if one is not apt, 

With baſeneſs and ſervility of mind, 

To flatter and ſupport them at a call, 

In the moſt arbitrary uſe of pow'r. 

All gen'rous freedom of exprefiion's deem'd 
Cenſorious, proud, ſeditious. They become 
So nice and delicate, whate'er falls ſhort 

Of flatt'ry, hurts and irritates their minds, 


They go lo far, 


But more; ſuppoſing PaiLoCLEs to be 
Dry and auftere, yet, tell me, is not this 
Far better than the ſmooth, deceitful tongues 
Of your adviſers ? Who is free from fault ? 
And is not that of boldly ſpeaking truth, 
The very fault which you ought leaſt to fear? 
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Nay, is it not a neceſſary fault, 

To obviate your's, to take off that diſguſt 

Of hearing truth, which flatt'ry hath inſtill'd? 
You want a man, who loves the truth alone; 40 
Who'll love you better than you do yourſelf; 
Who'll ſpeak the truth, although it pleaſe you not; 
Who'll force your ſtrongeſt holds: and ſuch a man 
Is PHILoCLEs. Remember, that a prince 

Is but too happy, when there lives one man 45 
Under his reign, of ſuch a gen'rous mind; 

The beſt and greateſt treaſure of a ſtate; 

And that to loſe a man of ſuch a caſt, 

Through ignorance of his worth, he ought to deem 
The greateſt puniſhment that Heaven inflicts, 50 
"Tis neceſſary to diſcern the faults, 

And not reject the ſervice, of good men: 

You ought to ſet them right, not yield yourſelf, 
Irplicitly, to their intemperate zeal, 

Put turn to them a, favourable ear. 55 
Revere their virtue, and convince the world, 

Tou know its value; above all, beware 

That you remain no longer in that ſtate 

You've hitherto been in. Kings led aſtray 

Like you, contented with deſpiſing thoſe 60 
They find corrupt, go on with confidence 


JI employ 
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T' employ them, and on them their favours heap. 
On th' other hand, they would be thought to know 
The virtuous too; but all they afford to them 


Is empty praiſe, {till dreading to employ, 65 


T' admit them to familiar intercourſe, 


Or grant them favours. 


Then IpoukxEUs 

Declar'd, it was diſgraceful to ve delay'd, 
So long, redrefling innocence oppreſt, 70 
And puniſhing deceitfulneſs and guilt. 
MENTOR with eaſe now made the king reſolve 
To give his fav'rite up: when fav'rites once 
Become ſuſpected and importunate 
To princes, they, embarraſs'd and fatigu'd, 75 
Seek nothing elſe but to be rid of them; 
Their ſervices and friendſhip are forgot. 
The fall of favourites, when they're ſeen no more, 
Coſts them but little pain. At once the king 
Gave orders privately to HEGEsSIPPUs, 80 
An officer of higheſt rank at court, 
T' arreſt PRoTESILAs and TIMOCRATESs, 
Convey them ſafe to Samos, leave them there, 
And thence from exile bring back PHILocLEs. 
This officer, ſurpris'd at th' order giv'n, 85 
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Could not refrain from ſhedding tears of joy. 
Now, ſaid he to the king, you'll gain the hearts 
Of all your people. Theſe two men have caus'd 
All your diſtreſs, and theirs. Full twenty years 
All honeſt men have groan'd, yet ſcarcely dare go 
To groan, lo ſavage is their tyranny. 

All who attempt to get acceſs to you, 

Except through them, they o'erwhelm with ruin, 


Then HeGEsIPPUs various inſtances 

Of perfidy and inhumanity, 95 
In theſe two men, diſcover'd to the king, 
Unknown to him before ; for no one dar'd 
J accuſe theſe men. He alſo told the king 
What he'd diſcover'd of a ſacred plot 
To take of MgenToR, When he heard theſe 

things, 100 
The king was ſtruct with horror. 


HEGEsIPPUS 
Now haſten'd to PRoTESILAS's houſe : 
"I'was, though inferior in magnificence, 


More pleaſing, more commodious, than the king's ; 


The architecture in the higheſt taſte. 


Twas decorated at th' expence of blood, 
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The blood of wretched individuals. 

He was, at this time, at his eaſe reclin'd, 

In a ſaloon of marble, near his baths, 110 
Upon a purple, gold-embroider'd, couch. 

He ſeem'd exhauſted with fatigue. His eyes, 
And his o' erhanging brows, a ſettled gloom, 


Wildneſs, and reſtleſsneſs of mind, diſplay'd. 


The nobles of the ſtate, on carpets rang d 115 

Around him, by PRoTEs11 a8's looks, 

Whoſe ev'ry glance they watch'd, compos'd their 
own. | 

Scarce had he made aſſay to ſpeak, but all 

Their admiration eagerly expreſs, 

Of what he is about to utter. One 120 

Of the firſt nobles in the train, recounts, 

With all ridiculous exceſs of praiſe, 

What for the king PROTESLAs had done. 

Another calls him ſon of JuprrER, 


And tells him, that the father of the Gods, 125 


Having deceiv'd his mother, gave him life. 

A poet came to ſing his praiſe in verſe; 

And faid, PRoTESILAs, by the muſes taught, 

In ev'ry work of elegance and wit, 

Was equal to the god of wit himſelf, 130 


Another, ſtill more impudent and looſe, 
Him, 
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Him, in his verſes, the inventor ſtyl'd, 

Of the fine arts, the father of the people, 

Whom he made happy ; repreſented him 

Holding the horn of plenty in his hand.“ 135 


ProTEsILAS mean-while theſe praiſes heard 
With a diſdainful, haughty, careleſs air, 
As one who thought ſtill greater praiſe his due, 
And *twere too great a favour to permit 
His praiſe to be rehears'd, One flatt'rer came, 140 
And whiſper'd in his ear ſome ridicule 
Of MenToR's new police. PROTESILAS 
Smil'd ; all ch' aſſembly ſmil'd, nay, laugh'd 
aloud ; 

Though far the greater part could not have heard 
The ſhrewd remark : but ſoon PROTESILAs, 145 
Reſuming his ſevere and haughty air, | 
To awful filence all again were hufh'd. 
Some nobles were, with anxious, eager looks 
Watching the moment when PROTESILAS 
Might turn again, and hear them; for theſe lords 
Some favours had to aſk ; their ſuppliant air 
Seem'd to ſpeak for them ; proftrate they appear'd, 
As when a mother, at the altar laid, 
Implores the Gods to heal her only ſon. 

R 2 Submiſſive 
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Submiſſive, pleas'd, reſign'd, they all appear'd, 
In admiration of PROTESILAS, 
Tho? their hearts burnt with rage implacable. 


Juſt at this inſtant enters HEOESsI US, 
Seizes PROTESILAS's ſword, declares 
The royal orders to convey him ſafe 160 
To th' iſle of Samos. At theſe words down ſunk 
This fav'rite's arrogance, as a looſen'd rock 
From a ſteep mountain's ſummit headlong falls, 
Behold him trembling, faltering, drown'd in tears, 
And proſtrate fall'n, at HEOESTrUSs' feet; 165 
His knees embracing, whom, an hour before, 
He ſcarce vouchſaf'd to honour with a look, 
Thoſe, who erewhile adoring him appear'd, 
Now ſeeing him beyond recovery loſt, 


From flatt'ry to unpitying inſult turn, 170 


He was not ſo much time allow'd to have, 
As ev'n to bid his family adieu, 
Or to ſecure his private papers. All 
Was ſeiz'd upon, and to the king convey'd, 
At the ſame time IIMOCRATES was taken, 175 
Who beyond meaſure was ſurpris'd; he thought, 
Being at variance with PROTESILAS, 


He 
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He could not in his ruin be involv'd. 

A veſſel was prepar'd, and they ſet fail 

For the iſle of Samos. HeGeseeus there 180 

Leaves theſe unhappy men ; and to complete 

Their miſery, together leaves them there : 

Where with exceſs of fury they upbraid 

Each other with the crimes that caus'd their fall. 

There, from their wives and children far remov'd, 

(And from their friends, I would have ſaid, but 
friends 

Theſe men had none) are they condemn'd to live, 

Vithout the hope to ſee Salentum more. 

I' a diſtant, unknown tract, were they convey'd, 

Were nothing but the labour of their hands 190 

Suſtain'd them; they, who all their life had paſs d 

In pomp and luxury, like two wild beafts, 

Were ready now each other to devour. 


His charge diſpos'd of, HzcesrePus ftraight 
Proceeds t' inquire where PHILOCLEsS' abode, 195 
He was inform'd, that PHILOCLEs abode 
Some diſtance from the city, on a hill 
Where a ſmall grotto ſerv'd him for a houſe, 

All, with one mouth, were eager in his praiſe, 
Since his abode in th' iſland, PyHiLocLEs 200 
R 3 To 
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To none, ſaid they, hath given the leaſt offence, 

His patience, labour, and tranquillity, 

Affect all hearts; he ſtill appears content, 

Tho' having nothing. Here tho far remov'd 

From buſineſs, wealth, and pow'r, yet finds he 
means 205 

T' oblige the worthy ; hath a thouſand arts 


Whereby t' accommodate his neighbours round. 


* 


Now HEGEs1PPUs tow'rds the grotto advanc'd; | 


He finds it empty, open, unſecur'd : 

For PRHILocLES' ſimplicity of life, 210 

And poverty, whene'er he went abroad, 

Made needleſs any faſtening of his door : 

Coarſe, matted ruſhes, ſerv'd him for a bed. 

Fire he but rarely kindled, for he ate 

Of no dreſs'd victuals. All the ſummer-months 

Freſh fruits were his ſupport ; his winter-ſtore, 

Dates and dried figs, A clear ſpring flak'd his 
thirſt . 

That down a rock a ſheet of water pour'd. 

He in his grotto nothing elſe poſleſs'd 

But inſtruments of ſculpture, with ſome books, 

In which at certain times he us'd to read, 


Not to adorn his mind, or with a view 
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. To gratify his curioſity, 

But t' inſtruct himſelf, when eas'd from toil, 

How to become each day a better man, 225 
To ſculpture PH1LoOCLEs applied himſelf, 

To exerciſe his body, to avoid 

Idleneſs, and his livelihood to earn 

Without the help of others. 


HgOE sus 230 
Ent'ring, admir'd the works of art begun. 
He obſery'd a JUPITER, whoſe countenance, 
Majeſtic and ſerene, diſtinguiſh'd him 
Father of Gods and men. On th' other ſide 
Was Mas, with aſpect fierce and menacing, 235 
But the moſt ſtriking was MixzRva, who 
Seem'd giving animation to the arts; 
Of noble, graceful mien, of ſtature tall, 
Free, eaſy attitude; ſo full of life 
Her action was, ſhe ſeem'd about to move. 240 
Then HES Ip us, having with delight 
The ſtatues view'd, the grotto left; and ſoon, 
Under a large tree, on the verdant turf, 
Sees PHILOCLEs a good way off, intent 
On reading; he advances towards him; 245 
While Pa1LOCLEs, perceiving his approach, 

Yet 
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Vet knew not what to think. Good heavens! Sal 
ſaid he 

Within himſelf, is not this HeGesPPUs, 

With whom I liv'd fo long a time in Crete? 

But then what likelihood, that he ſhould come 250 

To a place ſo diſtant? Is it not his ſhade, 

That, after death, comes from the Stygian lake ? 


While he remain'd thus doubtful, HeGtsPPUs 
Approach'd ſo near him, that he could not help 
Both recogniſing and embracing him. 255 


Is it then you, ſaid he, my dear old friend ? 
What chance, or tempeſt, caſt you on this ſhore ? 


Is it a ſimilar diſgrace to mine, 


That cauſes you to leave our native Crete ? 


*Tis, anſwer'd HEROES us, no diſgrace z 
Tis by the favour of the Gods I come. 
He then recounts to him, without delay, 
PROTESILAS's long-continued pow'r; 
His and TiMocRATEs's baſe intrigues, 


The fad misfortunes of IDomMeNevs, 265 
Which they had caus'd; that prince's fall, and 
flight 


To the Heſperian coaſt, where he had built 
| Salentum 
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Salentum city ; the arrival there 

Of MEenToR and TELEMACHUs ; the wiſe 

And prudent maxims MenToR had inſtill'd 270 
Into IDoMENEvs, and the diſgrace | 

Of the two traitors ; he informs him too, 

That he had brought them both to Samos, there 
To ſuffer exile in their turn. He then 

Concludes with telling him, his orders were 275 
To bring him to Salentum, where the king, 

Who knew his innocence and injuries, 

Long'd to reſtore him to his confidence, 

And raiſe him to the higheſt dignities. 


Behold that grotto, PaiLoCLEs replied, 280 
More fit to harbour beaſts of prey, than men 
Yet there have I for many years enjoy'd 
More quiet, more tranquillity of mind, 

Than in the gilded palaces of Crete, 

Men, no more ſeen, deceive me now no more; 
No more do I their baneful flatt'ry hear. 

I want them not; my hands, inur'd to toil, 

With eaſe the ſimple nouriſhment ſupply, 

Which I've occaſion for. I need, you lee, 

Only a plain, Night ſtuff to cover me, 290 


While I enjoy ſweet liberty and peace, 
Of 
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Of which I'm taught to make a proper uſe, 

By what I read. What ſhould I ſeek for more, 
Amongſt deceitful, falſe, inconſtant men? 

No, no, my dear friend, do not envy me 295 
The happineſs I feel. PROTESILAsõ, 

In his endeavours to deceive the king, 

And ruin me, hath but deceiv'd himſelf. 

Me he hath done no harm, but the reverſe, 
The greateſt good; from buſineſs, buſtle, ſtrife, 
And ſervitude, hath he deliver'd me, 

To him I owe this bleſſed ſolitude 

And all the innocent pleaſures I enjoy. 

Return, O HzeGes1PPUs, to the king, 

Return you, and aſſiſt him to ſupport 305 
His grandeur, with its cares and miſeries, 

And do you for him what you'd have me do, 
Since his eyes, clos'd ſo long, are open'd now 
By this wiſe man, nam'd MenTor, to the truth, 
This man it were his int'reſt to retain. 310 
Once wreck'd, *twere folly, ſure, to quit the port, 
To which Þ've happily been tempeſt-toſt, 

And truſt again the mercy of the winds, 

How pitiable is the ſtate of kings! 

Their ſervants, how much to be pitied too! 315 


If wicked, what oppreſſion under them 
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Do men endure, and what dire puniſhments 

In gloomy Tartarus await themſelves ! 

If perſons of integrity and worth, 

What difficulties, on the other hand, 320 
Have they to encounter! yea, what ſnares to ſhun! 
And what misfortunes to endure! Once more, 
O HeGesIPPus, leave me to myſelf, 

T' enjoy my happineſs and poverty. 


Mean-while, while PriLocLEs was ſpeaking 
thus 325 
With vehemence and ardor, HEOGESIppUs 
Beheld him with amazement. Heretofore 
In Crete he had obſery'd him, when engag'd 
In buſineſs, and affairs of conſequence, 
In an emaciated and languid ſtate, 339 
His active and affiduous turn fatigu'd 
And wore him out with toil, He could not bear 
To ſee vice paſs unpuniſh'd ; he requir'd, 
In buſineſs, ſuch exact, attentive care, 
As is but ſeldom found. Thus his employ 325 
Deſtroy'd his delicate and tender health; 
But here at Samos he appear d to have 
A full and vig'rous habit; ſpite of years, 
The bloom of youth ſeem'd in his face renew d. 
A tranquil, 
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A tranquil, and retir'd, laborious life 340 


His conſtitution ſeem'd t've form'd anew. 


Then PHr1LoCLEs ſaid, ſmiling, you're ſurpris'd 
To ſee me ſo much chang'd ; 'twas ſolitude 
Gave me this bloom of health, My enemies 
Have giv'n me what I never could have found 345 
In th' higheſt fortune. Would you have me quit 
True riches, to purſue the falſe, and plunge 
Once more into my former miſeries? 
Be not more cruel than PROTESILAS 3 


Envy me not the happineſs he gave. 359 


Then HEOCESsT us ev'ry argument 

Made uſe of, that he thought could touch his heart; 
But all without effect. And are you then 
Inſenſible, ſaid he, to the delight 


Of ſeeing your relations, and your friends, 355 


Who ſigh for your return, and whom the hope, 
Whom the bare hope, of ſeeing you again, 

And of embracing you, o'erwhelms with joy ? 
But you who fear the Gods, who know and love 
Your duty, do ye account it nothing then 300 
To ſerve your king, t' aſſiſt IHomenevs 


In doing all the good he means to do, 
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And make ſuch numbers happy? Is it fit, 

T' embrace fo ſavage a philoſophy, 

That centers-in one's ſelf, and to prefer 365 

One's own repoſe before the happineſs 

Of all our fellow-citizens ? Beſides, 

'Twill now be thought reſentment keeps you back 

From wiſhing to return, and ſee the king : 

To you, whatever injury he did, 370 

He did for want of knowing you. Twas not 

The good, the juſt, the real PHILocLEsõ, 

He intended to deſtroy, but 'twas indeed 

Another perſon, different far from him, 

Whom he deſign'd to puniſh. Now that he 375 

Knows PHILOCLES as PHILOCLES, he feels 

His former friendſhip in his breaſt revive. 

He's waiting for you, and ev'n now ſpreads forth 

His arms t' embrace you; counts the days, the 
hours, 

In his impatience, Can you have the heart 38@ 

| To be inexorable to your king, 


And all your deareſt friends? 


Here PHiLoCLEs, 
Mho had at firſt been ſoften'd at the ſight 
Of HecesePus, his auſterity 385 
8 I Reſum'd 
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Reſum'd at this diſcourſe. He, like a rock, 
Which all the winds conſpir'd, and daſhing waves 
Roaring, attack in vain, unmov'd remains; 

Nor pray'rs, nor reas'nings, any entrance find, 
T” approach his heart. But at the very time 390 
When HEeces1ePus ev'ry hope had loſt, 

To bend his reſolution, Py1LoCLEs, 

Having conſulted now th' immortal Gods, 
Found, by the flight of birds, by th' entrails too 
Of victims, and by other preſages, 395 
He ought with HeGEes1ePUs to depart, 


He made no more reſiſtance ; he prepares 
For his departure ; not without regret 
Gro quit that ſolitude where he had paſt 
So many years. And muſt I then, ſaid he, 400 
Muſt I then leave thee, O delightful grot, 
Where, after all the labours of the day, 
Sweet ſleep each night refreſh'd me ! Here the fates 
Spun for me, in the midſt of poverty, 
Golden and ſilken days. He then, with tears, 405 
Proſtrate ador'd the Naiad, that fo long 
Had with her pure ſtream ſlak'd his thirſt, and all 
The nymphs inhabiting th' adjacent hills, 
His plaints ſoft echo hears, and with ſad voice 
| To 
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To all the rural Deities repeats, 410 


Then tow'rds the city PHILOCLEs advanc'd, 
T' embark with HeGEsI1PPUs : he ſuppos'd, 
Th' unfortunate PRoTESILAS would now, 
Thro' ſhame, and thro? reſentment, be averſe 
To ſeeing him; but here he was deceiv'd: 415 
For corrupt men have no degree of ſhame, 
And are of any baſeneſs capable. 
Leſt the poor wretch ſhould ſee him, PaiLoCLes, 
Thro' modeſty, conceal'd himſelf ; he fear'd 
T” augment his miſery in ſhewing him 420 
A proſp'rous enemy, to honour rais'd 
Upon his ruin, But PRoTESILAS 
Sought PHILOCLES with eagerneſs, he hop'd 
To move him to compaſſion, and engage 
His int'reſt with the king for his return. 425 
But PHILocLEs was too ſincere t' engage 
To intereſt himſelf for his recall, 
He knew too ſenſibly, what would have been 
The baneful conſequence of his return. 
Yet he ſpoke gently and with pity to him, 430 
Endeavour'd to conſole, exhorting him, 
T” appeaſe the Gods by purity of life, 


And exemplary patience. When inform'd, 
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The king had taken from PRO Es IL As 
All his ill-gotten wealth, he promis'd him 435 
Two things, which he as punctually perform'd: 


One, for his wife and children to provide, 


Who in th' extreme of poverty, expos'd 
To public hate, were at Salentum left: 
The other was, t' aſſiſt PROTESIL AS, 440 


In that far-diſtant iſle, with ſome ſupply 


Of money t' alleviate his diſtreſs, 


Mean-while the ſails their ſwelling boſoms 
ſpread, 

And HEGEs1PPUs urges PHILoCLEs, 
To haſten him away. PRoTESILAS 445 
Sees them embark; ſtill tow'rds the ſhore his eyes 
Fixt and immovable purſue the bark | 
That cuts the wat'ry way, and with the wind 
A greater diſtance gains. When he no more 
Could fee them, he endeavours to reprint 450 
Their image on his mind. At length, all loſt, 
In madneſs and deſpair, he tears his hair, 
Rolls himſelf in the ſand, reproaches Heav'n 
With rigour, to his aid in vain invokes 
Death, which vouchſafes not to relieve his woes, 


And which he had not courage to embrace. 
Mean- while, 
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Mean-while, by NePpTuNE favour'd, and the 
winds, 
The veſlel at Salentum ſoon arrives ; 
Enters the port. The king, inform'd, in haſte 
With MEN rok goes to welcome PHILOCLES. 460 
He embrac'd him tenderly, and teſtified 
A deep concern for having treated him 
With ſuch injuſtice, This act, in the king, 
Far from appearing weak, was look'd upon 
As th' effort of a great and noble mind, 455 
Riſing above its faults, by owning them 
Without reſerve, and by correCting them. 
All wept for joy once more to ſee a man 
Of ſo much worth, a lover of the people ; 
To hear the king with ſo much wiſdom ſpeak, 470 
And ſo much goodnels, 


With reſpectful air, 

And modeſt carriage, PHILOCLEs receiv'd 
The king's embrace, impatient to retire 
From th' acclamations heard on ev'ry ſide, 475 
Straight to the palace he attends the king. 
MzexToR and he became as intimate, 
As they had paſs'd together all their life ; 
Tho? ne'er till now had they each other ſeen; 

83 Becauſe 
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Becauſe the Gods, who have denied bad men 480 
Eyes to diſcern the good, have giv'n the good 
Sufficient marks to know each other by. 

They who've a taſte for virtue, cannot be 

With one another long, but they become 

United by that virtue which they love. 485 
Straight PHILOCLES requeſted of the king, 

Leave to retire t' a certain ſolitude, 

At no great diſtance from Salentum, where 

He liv'd in poverty, as he before 

Had liv'd at Samos. MEN ToR, with the king, 
Went almoſt ev' ry day to viſit him. 

There they devis'd the moſt effeCtual means 

T' affirm, and give a ſanction to the laws, 

And to the government a ſolid form; 

All for the public good. 500 


The two chief things, 
Subjects of their deliberation, were, 
The training up of youth, and the beſt mod 
Of life in time of peace; when MENTOR ſaid, 
That children to the ſtate ſtill more belong 505 
Than to their parents; they're its hope and 

ſtrength ; 

When they're become corrupt, tis then too late 
To 
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To rectify their manners. Tis indeed 

Of little uſe t* exclude them from employ, 

When they're become unfit for any truſt, 

To prevent ill were more available, 510 
Than being forc'd to puniſh it. The king, 

Who is, adds he, the father of his people, 

The father more particularly is, 

Of all the youth, who are the riſing flow'r 

Of all the nation; and 'tis in the flow'r 515 
The fruit muſt be prepar d. Let not the king 
Diſdain to watch, and to make others watch, 
Over the education given to youth, 

Let him be reſolute to make the laws 

Of Minos duly obſerv'd; which laws ordain, 520 
That children be train'd up to diſregard 

Both pain and death; that honour ſhould conſiſt 
In the contempt of luxury and wealth: 

Injuſtice, lying, with ingratitude, 


And idleneſs, ſhould paſs for what they are, 525 


For vice and infamy ; that they be taught, 

E'en from their tender years, to fing the praiſe 
Of heroes, who've been favour'd by the Gods, 
Have for their country gen'rous deeds perform'd, 
Or warlike glory by their valour won : 530 
That muſic's charms be employ'd to humanize 


And 
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And purify their manners; that they learn 
Tenderneſs to their friends, to their allies 
Fidelity, and equity to all, 

E'en to their bitt'reſt enemies; to fear 535 
Torments and death leſs than the leaſt reproach 
Of their own conſcience. If theſe principles 

Be inſtill'd betimes into the minds of youth, 

And made, by th' aid of harmony and ſong, 

To touch their hearts, there will be then but few 
Who will not be exited to the love 


Of glory, and of virtue. 


MENTOR adds, 
That *twere a point of th' utmoſt conſequence, 
T' eſtabliſh public ſchools, t' accuſtom youth 54.5 
To bear the moſt laborious exerciſe 
Of body, and t' avoid that indolence 
And eaſe, that will corrupt minds beſtdiſpos'd. 
He was for inſtituting various games 
And ſhows, to animate the people's minds, $50 
But more eſpecially t* exerciſe 
Their bodies, ſo to make them active, ſtrong, 
And vig'rous. He appointed prizes too, 
A noble emulation to excite, 


But what he wiſh'd, as what would moſt conduce 
y 


More , 
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T' th* int'reſt of good morals, was, that youth 
Marry betimes, that parents leave to them 
The free, diſintereſted choice of mates, 
Agreeable in perſon as in mind, 


To whom they might attach themſelves, 560 


While thus 
They were deviſing means to render youth 
Pure, innocent, laborious, teachable, 
And emulous of glory, PHILoCLEs, 
Who had a turn for war, to MENTOR ſaid: 
In all theſe exerciſes 'twere in vain 
T' employ the time of youth, if they're allow'd 
To languiſh in continual peace, to be 
Without experience in the toil of war, 
To have no call their valour to diſplay. 570 
Thus will the people by degrees become 
Weak and effeminate, and luxury 
Corrupt their manners. Other war-like ſtates 
Will vanquiſh them with eaſe ; and they, t' avoid 
The conſequent calamities of war, 575 


Will into horrid ſlav'ry plunge themſelves, 


MexToR replied ; the conſequents of war 


More dreadful are than you imagine them, 
War 
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War ſtill exhauſts a ftate, expoſes it 

To ruin, in the midſt of victory, 580 
With what ſucceſs ſoever 'tis begun, 

You're never ſure, that you ſhall finiſh it, 
Without the hazard of experiencing 

A fad reverſe of fortune. You perhaps 


With ſuperiority of force engage ; 5 5 


Vet the leaſt blunder, e'en a panic fear, 

A nothing, may transfer to th enemy 

A victory already in your hands. 

Nay, could you chain down vict'ry in your camp, 
You, with your enemy, deſtroy yourſelf. 590 
Your country you diſpeople; leave the foil 
Almoſt uncultivated ; interrupt 

Commerce; nay, worſe, you ineffectuate 

The ſoundeſt laws, and introduce withal 
Depravity of manners. Youth no more 595 
Addict themſelves to letters. In' the troops 
Licentiouſneſs, thro* mere neceſſity, 

Muſt be conniv'd at. Juſtice, polity, 

And every thing, in ſhort, is diſarrang'd. 

The king, who cauſes ſuch a waſte of blood, 600 
And who diſtreſſes thouſands, to acquire 

A paltry ſhare of glory, or to extend 

The limits of his reign, unworthy is 
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That glory which he ſeeks ; nay, he deſerves 
To loſe what he poſſeſſes, in th' attempt 605 
I' uſurp another's property and right. 


A people's courage may be exercis'd, 
However, in a time of peace. You've ſeen 
The corporal exerciſes we've ordain'd ; 
The prizes, emulation to excite ; 610 
The virtuous, noble maxims, which the minds 
Of children will from tend'reſt years imbibe, 
From hearing oft the glorious actions ſung 
Of heroes; add to theſe advantages, 
That of a ſober and laborious Ife. 615 
But that's not all; as ſoon as an ally 
Of your's ſhall chance to be engag'd in war, 
Then ſend to them the flower of your youth, 
Such, more eſpecially, as are obſerv'd 
To have a turn for war, and beſt diſpos'd 620 
To profit by experience. You will thus 
Be high in charaQer with your allies, 
Your friendſhip will by every ſtate be ſought, 
Its loſs be dreaded ; thus, without th' expence 
Of war, you'll have a bold and warlike youth, 625 
Tho” you ſhould have profoundeſt peace at home, 


Yet you muſt till with higheſt honour treat 
Such 
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Such as have talents, and a turn for war. 

For the beſt way to keep yourſelf from war, 

And to preſerve a long and laſting peace, 630 
Is this; to cultivate the art of war, 

To honour thoſe excelling in the art, 

Always to have ſuch as have ſervice ſeen 

In foreign climes, who know the diſcipline, 

The ſtrength, and various ways of making war, 
Of neighb' ring ſtates; in ſhort, it is to be 

Alike incapable of making war, 

Led by ambitious views, or fearing it 

Through love of eaſe. Then being till prepar'd 
To make war, when neceſſity requires, 640 


You'll ſcarcely ever be engag'd in war. 


When your allies are juſt upon the point 
Of warring with each other, tis your part 
To be a mediator. You thereby 
More ſure and ſolid glory will acquire, 645 
Than that of conquerors; you obtain the love, 
Th' eſteem of ſtrangers; over them you reign, 
By their implicit confidence in you, 
As o'er your ſubjects, by authority. 
With you cheir ſecrets are depoſited, 650 


You're arbiter of treaties ; nay, you keep 
The 
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The key of all their hearts. On rapid wings 
Your reputation flies; from clime to clime 

Your name, like a delicious odour, ſpreads 

To nations moſt remote. In this condition, 655 
If you're attack'd by any neighb'ring ſtate, 
Againſt the rules of juſtice, it will find, 

That you're inur'd to war, for war prepar'd; 

But what is {till of greater conſequence, 

'Twill find, that you're ſupported, and belov'd; 
Your neighbours round will take alarm, convinc'd 
The general ſafety on your weal depends. 

This is a ſtronger bulwark than the walls 

Of cities, or the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes ; 

This is true glory; but how few kings know 665 
The way to ſeek it; and how few there are, 
Who do not wander from it ! They purſue 

An empty ſhadow, and behind them leave 


True honour z why ? becauſe they know it not. 


When MEenToR had done fpeaking, PHILOCLES 
Dcheld him with aſtoniſhment ; he then 
Look'd tow'rds the king, and with delight obſerv'd, 
With what avidity IDOMENEvUS 


T That 
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That from this ſtranger's lips, as in a ſtream 675 
Of heav'nly wiſdom, flow'd. : 


MI NERvA thus, 
Here at Salentum, under MEN Tok's form, 
The wiſeſt laws, and ſoundeſt principles 
Of policy, eſtabliſn'd; not ſo much 680 
To render proſp'rous and flouriſhing 
The kingdom of IpoukNEus, as *twas 
To ſet before TELEMACHus's eyes 
A ſtriking pattern, when he ſhould return, 
Of what a prudent government can do, 
To make a people happy, and ſecure 
Permanent glory to a worthy king. 
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Telemachus in the camp of the allies gains the friend- 
ſhip of Philoctetes, at firſt not well diſpoſed triward:; 
him on account of his father Uly/ſes. Philoletes 
relates to him his adventures, in which he compri- 
fes the particulars of Herculus's death, occaſioned 
by the em-poiſoned tunic which the Centaur Neſſus 
had given to Dejanira. He recounts to him, haw 
he obtained that hers's fatal arrus, without 


which the city of Troy could nit be taten; Hero 


he was puniſhed fir having betrayed His fecret, by 
the evils which he ſuffered in the iſle if Lemnss ; 
and haw Tlyſſes made uſe of Neoptolemus for the 
purpoſe of engaging bim to ge to the ſiege of Trey, 
where he was healed of his wound by the fon of 
Eſculapius. 
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| ELEMACHUS mean-while his valour proves 
In perilous ſcenes of war. His conſtant 
care, 
At parting from Salentum, was t' engage 
Th' affection of the old experienc'd chiefs, 
For martial deeds renown'd. The aged NEs roꝶ 
Who knew him heretofore, and who retain'd 
A friendſhip for ULYssEs, treated him 
As he had been his ſon; inſtructed him 
In divers points, which he exemplified; 
Related the adventures of his youth, 10 
And all he had ſeen, moſt worthy of remark, 
T2 Done 
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Done by the heroes of the former age. 

The memory of this venerable ſage, 

Who three whole ages had convers'd with men, 
Was like a hiſtory of antient times, I5 


Engrav'd on marble, or on laſting braſs. 


Now PH1r.OCTETES did not entertain 

That inclination tow'rds ULyssts' ſon, 

At firſt, which NesTok did. Th' inver'rate hate 

Againſt ULxssEs, in his breaſt retain'd, 20 

Eſtrang'd him from the ſon ; nor without pain 

Could he behold what Heav'n preparing ſcem'd 

In favour of this youth, to render him 

Equal in glory t th' illuſtrious chiefs 

Who laid proud Troy in aſhes. But at length 25 

The moderation of ULyssEs' ſon 

All PH1LOCTETEsS' hatred overcame : 

Such virtue, gentleneſs, and modeſty, 

He could not chooſe but love. Oft would he take 

TELEMACHvUs, and ſay to him; my fon, 30 

(For now I grudge no more to call you ſo) 

Your father and myſelf, I muſt confeſs, 

Have long been enemies ; nay, I muſt own, 

That, after we had level'd with the ground 

The city of Troy, I was not in my heart 35 
Yet 
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Yet reconcil'd to him ; and when I firſt 

Saw you, I found it was no eaſy taſk 

To love e' en virtue in ULYssEs ſon, 

For this indeed I oft reproach'd myſelf, 

But virtue unaffected, modeſt worth, 40 
And gentleneſs, can ev'ry thing ſurmount. 

Then PHILOCTETES, after this, was drawn 
Inſenſibly, to give him an account 

Of what had ſerv'd to kindle in his breaſt 


Such hatred tow'rds ULYSSES. 


I; ſaid he, 
\Iuſt from an earlier date my tale commence. 
Jas my fortune every where t' attend 
Ine mighty HERCULES, who ſreed the earth 


rom various monſters, and with whom compar'd 


other heroes were like ſlender reeds 
Beneath the ſtately oak, or as ſmall birds | 
fore the eagle. His diſtreſs and mine | 
Atoſe from that diſaſtrous paſſion, love. 

He who ſo many monſters had ſubdu'd, 55 
he great ALCIDEs, could not overcome 

A ſhameful paſſion, but became the ſport 


Of that malicious, cruel infant, Love, 


He could not recollect without a bluſh, 
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He'd once been ſo effeminate and baſe, 60 Of 
As to ſit down and ſpin with OurHALE, So 
The Lydiau queen; fo blind was he with love. Thi 
This paſſage of his life, he oft declar'd, 
Tarniſh'd his virtue, and almoſt effac'd A 
His glory and exploits, Yet, O ye Gods! 65 Joon 
Such is tne weakneſs and inconſtancy Perc 
Of mortals, they depend upon themſelves Mour 
For ey'ry thing, yet nothing can reſiſt, | The | 
Into the ſnares of love, ſo oft renounc'd, Could 
Alas! the mighty HERCULEs relaps'd, 70 Th” us 
Subdu'd by DeJaxika; happy {till From 
Had he been faithful to her, when eſpous'd. Preſum 
Erelong the youthful charms of IoLE Seizing 
Engag'd his heart; while DEJanIRA burn'd A fling; 
With jealouſy, Then came intò her mind 75 From C 
The fatal tunic, which the Centaur Nessvs Were 
Dying bequeath'd her, as of ſov'reign pow'r That ſti 
AI cipks' paſſion to revive, if he- Ever afl; 
Should ever prove inconſtant to her love. The terr 
This tunic, with the Centaur s venomous blood 
All ſtain'd, inclos'd the poiſon of the thatts After t 
With which that monſter had becu lain, You Thought 
know, I ſought t 


EI Fo 
With one 


The ſhafts of HERCULES, with which he flew 


The faithleſs Centaur, in the blood were dipt 
Ot 


ou 
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Of the Lernæan Hydra; that the ſhafts, 8 
So dipt, ſuch poiſon from the blood imbib'd, 
The wounds they gave, became incurable. 


ALCIDEsS, having put the tunic on, 
Soon felt a ſubtil and devouring fire 
Pierce to his vitals: with his horrid cries 90 
Mount Oeta through its deepeſt vallies rung; 
The ſea itſelf was mov'd; the fierceſt bulls 
Could not in fight fo horribly have roar'd, 
Th” unhappy Lycaas, who the tunic brought 
From DEJANIRA, in his agony 95 
"reſuming to approach him, HERCULEs 


§elzing 


2, and whirling round, as in a ſling 


A linger whirls a ſtone, him headlong hurl'd 
From Oeta's top into the ſounding deep; 

Were he at once was chang'd into a rock, 100 
That ſtill preſerves a human form, and which, 
Ever aflaulted by the raging waves, 


The terror ſtands of ableſt mariners. 


After the fate of Lycnas, I no more 
Thought J could truſt myſelf with HERCULES 
I ſought to hide me in th' hollow rocks. 


With one hand from the roots I ſaw him tear 
Tall 
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Tall firs, and full-grown oaks, that many an age 

Had brav'd the winds and ſtorms, With th' other 
hand 

He ſtrove in vain to ſtrip from off his back 110 

Th' fatal tunic, which adher'd t' his ſkin, 

Nay, ſeem'd incorporated with his fleſh. 

With it he tore his ſkin and fleſh ; his blood 

Guſh'd out in ſtreams. His fortitude at length 

His pain ſurmounting, he cry'd out, Thou ſeeſt, 

My much-lov'd PH1LocTETEs, what the Gods 

Have made me ſuffer ; they, I own, are juſt ; 

Whom [I've incens'd : I broke my nuptial vow. 

After ſo many enemies o'ercome, 

I baſely yielded up myſelf a ſlave 120 

To ſtrange and foreign beauty. See, I die; 

And, t' appeaſe the Gods, I die content, 

But, ah! my dear friend, whither wou'dſt thou 
fly ?” | 

True, I committed, in my agony 

Of pain and grief, againſt th* unhappy Lycaas, 

A cruelty, of which I now repent, | 

He knew not what a fatal gift I brought, 

And he deſery'd not ſuch a fate. But yet 

Canſt thou believe, that I can e'er forget 


The friendſhip which I owe thee, or could think 
To 
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To rob thee of life? No, no, I ne'er ſhall ceaſe 
To love my PHILOCTETES ; he'll receive 

My dying breath, my aſhes he'll collect, 

Why doſt thou fly me then, O PHILOCTETEs, 
The only hope that's left me here below? 135 


At once I haſted tow'rds him ; he ſpreads 
His arms t' embrace me; but reſtrains himſelf, 
Fearing t' infect me with that cruel fire 
Which now conſum'd himſelf, Alas! faid he, 
This conſolation is deny'd me too. 140 
This ſaid, he inſtantly collects the trees 
Which he had rooted up; with theſe he forms 
A pile on Oeta's top; then mounts the pile 
With th' utmoſt calmneſs ; under him he ſpreads 
The lion's ſkin, which he ſo long a time 145 
Had worn, when on his progreſs through the 

world, 

To combat monſters, and relieve th* oppreſs'd: 
He, on his club reclining, gives the word 


To ſet the pile on fire. 


With horror feiz'd, 150 
My trembling hands obey'd, nor could refuſe 


This laſt, ſad office: life to him no more 
Cou'd 


22 THE ADVENTURES BOOK XV. 


Cou'd be conſider- d as the gift of Heav'n, 

A life ſo full of woe. I only fear'd, 

Leſt he, tranſported with exceſs of pain, I55 
Should the leaſt act admit, which might diſgrace 
That virtue ſo emblazon'd through the world. 
When in the pile he ſaw the kindling fire, 

*Tis now, faid he, my worthy PHILOCTETES, 

I preve thy friendſhip true; for thou preferr'ſt 160 
My honour to my life ; and may the Gods 
Reward thy virtue ; to thee I bequeath 

The greateſt gift now left me to beſtow, 

The ſhafts that in the Hydra's blood were dipt 

At the Lernzan lake. The wounds they give, 165 
Are, as thou know'ſt, incurable ; by them 
Thou'lt be, as I have been, invincible ; 

With thee no mortal will preſume t' engage. 

I die, remember, to our friendſhip true; 

Never forget how dear to me thou'ſt been. 170 


If my misfortunes, therefore, touch thy heart, 


One conſolation thou can'ſt yet beſtow : 


Promiſe me, never to diſcloſe my death, 

Nor where thou ſhalt my aſhes have conceal'd. 

I promis'd, and confirm'd it with an oath, 175 
While with my tears I bath'd his funeral pile. 


A gleam of hope then ſparkled in his eyes: 
But 
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But all at once a rolling ſpiry flame, 

That now envelop'd him, chok'd up' his voice, 
And almoſt ſnatch'd him from my ſight. Yet ſtill 
I faw him through the flames, with look ſerene, 
As though rejoicing on ſome feſtal day, 

Bedew'd with liquid odours, crown'd with flow'rs, 
And by his friends ſurrounded, | 


Soon the fire 185 
His mortal and terreſtrial part conſum'd. 
Of all that from ALcwes at his birth 
He had receiv'd, erelong no part remain'd. 
But he preſerv'd that pure, immortal ſpark 
Ot heav'nly fire, true principle of life, 190 
And which the father of the Gods inſpir'd. 
Thus he aſcended to the golden roofs 
Of bright Olympus, to th' immortal Gods, 
There to drink nectar with them; where he eſpous'd 
Fair HEBE, Goddeſs of unfading youth, 195 
Cup-bearer once to JUPITER, ere yet 


That honour was to GAN TME DE transferr'd. 


Thoſe famous ſhafts, which HERCVur Es beſtow'd, 
To raiſe me high above all heroes, prov'd 


To me an inexhauſted ſource of woes. 200 
U Erelong 
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Erelong the federated kings conſpir'd 
With MxxELAus, to avenge his cauſe 
On the baſe PARIS, who had carried off 


The beauteous HELEN, and to overturn 


The throne of PRIaM. It had been announc'd 


By th oracle of Pñoxzus, *twere in vain 


T' expect a proſp'rous iſſue of the war, 
Without the aid of HERcULEs's ſhafts. 


ULyssEs, who, on all emergencies, 
The moſt enlighten'd and moſt active ſeem'd 210 
Of all the chieftains, took upon himſelf 
I' engage me to proceed with them to Troy, 
And thither bring the ſhafts of HERCULxEsõ, 
Which he believ'd I had. A length of time 
Had paſt, ſince HercuLEs had diſappear d. 215 
No new exploit of his was mention'd more; 
Monſters and robbers with impunity 
Began again t' appear; nor could the Greeks 
Concerning him but vague conjectures form: 
Some argued he was dead; others affirm'd, 220 
That he was gone the Scythians to ſubdue, 
Under the frozen Bear: ULyssEs ſtill 
Aſſerted he was dead, and undertook 


To draw from me th' acknowledgment, He came 
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To ſeek me at a time when I was ſtill 225 
In ſorrow for the great ALcipes' loſs : 

With no ſmall effort he procur'd acceſs ; 

Men I no more could bear to ſee, or leave 

Mount Oeta's deſerts, where I loft my friend. 

My mind was only eager to recal 2.30 
The image of that hero, to review 

Each conſcious ſcene with tears of deep regret, 
But ſoft perſuaſian's ſtrong and pow'rful charm 
Dwelt on your father's lips; he e'en appear'd 
Almoſt as much afflicted as myſelf; 235 
Shed tears; inſenſibly he won my heart 
And confidence; engag'd me to eſpouſe 
The common cauſe of the confederate kings, 

On juſtice founded, who without my aid 

Could not ſucceed: yet could he ne'er obtain 240 
The ſecret of the death of HERCULESs, 

Which I was oath-bound never to diſcloſe ; 

But of his death he doubted now no more, 

And preſs'd for the diſcov'ry of the ſpot 
Where I'd conceal'd his aſhes, 245 


I was ſtruck 
With horror at the thought of perjury, 
If I diſclos'd what I before the Gods 


U 2 Had 
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Had promis'd never to reveal: alas 

I had the weakneſs to evade my oath, 250 

Rather than violate it, which the Gods 

Have puniſh'd : with my foot I ſtruck the place 

Where HERCUTLES's aſhes were conceal'd. 

I then proceeded inſtantly to join 

The war-leagued kings: they could not have re- 
ceiv'd, | 255 

With greater joy, e'en HErcULEs himſelf, 

Arriv'd at Lemnos, I was fain to ſhow, 

To all the army, what my ſhafts could do, 

And was preparing, with a ſhaft, to pierce 

A deer that juſt then darted through a wood, 260 

When inadvertent I let fall the ſhaft 

Out of the bow upon my foot ; the wound 

It gaye me, I to this day feel. At once 

felt the pains which HERCULES endur'd. 

{ made the iſle re-echo with my cries ; 265 

Zlack gore corrupt, forth iſſuing from the wound, 

Infected th' air, and fpread through all the camp 

A ſtench inſufferable. All were ſtruck 

With horror at my ſad extremity, 

And look'd upon it as a puniſhment, 270 

In juſtice brought upon me by the Gods. 
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ULyssEs, who had engaged me in the war, 
Was now the firſt to leave me to my fate. 
I've ſince been ſatisfied the reaſon was, 
That he preferr'd the common weal of Greece, 
And victory, to ev'ry argument 
Of friendſhip, or of private intereſt. 
They could no more do ſacrifice, ſo great 
Was the confuſion ſpread through all the camp, 
From th' horror and infection of the wound, 280 
And violence of my cries, But at the time 
| ſaw myſelf abandon'd by the Greeks, 
3y the perſuaſion of ULyssEs, this 
thought the molt inhuman policy, 
And baſeſt treachery, I was, alas! 285 
So blind, as not to ſee how juſt it was, 
The wiſeſt men ſhould be my enemies, 
As well as the offended Gods. 


Thus I, 
In all the bitterneſs of pain and grief, 290 
For almoſt all the period of the ſiege 
Of Troy, was left forlorn, and in deſpair, 
Without ſupport or comfort, in that iſle, 
Horrid and deſolate, where I only heard 
The roaring waves that daſh'd againſt the rocks, 
SES Here, 
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Here, in this dreary ſolitude, I found 

A hollow cavern in a rock, that rear'd 

Two head-like points tow'rds heav'n; from this 
rock flow'd 

A cryſtal ſtream. This cavern was the haunt 

Of beaſts of prey, to whoſe rage, night and day, 

I was expos'd. I rais'd a heap of leaves 

To lay me down upon: all J poiltfs'd, 

Woas a coarſe, wooden pot, and rags of clothes, 

That ferv'd to cleanſe my wound, to bind it up, 

And ſtop the blood. There, all forlorn, by men 

Abandon'd thus, under the wrath of Heav'n, 

I paſs'd my time in piercing with my ſhafts 

The birds that hov'ring flew around the rock, 

When I had kili'd a bird for ſuſtenance, 

I was obliged to crawl along the ground, 310 

Groaning with anguiſh, to pick up my prey. 

Thus my own hands procur'd me ſome ſupport, 


The Greeks, *tis true, at their departure thence 
Had of proviſions left a ſmall ſupply, 
Which were exhauſted ſoon. I lighted fire 315 
With Alint-ſtones : Creadful as it was, this life, 
Far from deceitful and ungrateful men, 


Would not have been unpleaſing, had not pain 
Oppreſs d 
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Oppreſs'd me, and my mind been overwhelm'd 
With the remembrance of my fad miſchance, 320 
What ! from his country take a man, ſaid I, 

As th* only one that could avenge the cauſe 

Of Greece, then leave him in this deſert iſle 
During his ſleep ! for while I ſlept, it was, 

The Greeks departed. Judge of my ſurpriſe, 325 
What tears I ſhed, when I awoke, and ſaw 

The veſſels cut the waves. On ev'ry ſide, 

In that deſerted iſle, I ſearch'd, and found 


Nothing but pain and grief. 


There is, in fact, 330 
Nor port, nor trade, nor hoſpitality ; 
And no man ever there arrives by choice 
None but th' unfortunate, by tempeſts toſt ; 
Nor is there proſpect of ſociety, 
Unleſs by ſhipwreck ; and e' en thoſe that came, 
Durſt not preſume to take me thence ; they fear'd 
The anger of the Gods, and of the Greeks, 
Hunger and pain ten years I there endur'd, 
Feeding a wound that waited me away. 
All hope was now extinguiſh'd in my breaſt : 340 
When, all at once, returning to my cave, 


From ſearching after medicinal plants, 
To 
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To ſoothe my wound, I there perceiv'd a youth 
Graceful and beautiful, who had the mien 

And ſtature of a hero. I, .methought, 345 
Before me ſaw AcHiLLEs, he ſo much 
Reſembled him in feature, air, and gait ; 

His age alone convinc'd me, *twas not he. 
Compaſſion, mingled with embarraſſment, 

Seem'd painted in his countenance, ſo much 350 
Was he affected at the ſight of me 

Crawling fo ſlowly and painfully along. 

My dolorous, piercing cries, with which the ſhore 


Re-echoed, touch'd his heart, 


A good way oft, 
O ſtranger, ſaid I to him, what diſtreſs 
Hath brought you to this deſert iſle ? I ſee 
The Grecian habit, till to me ſo dear, 
O! how I long to hear your voice, to hear 
My native tongue, which in this ſolitude 360 
I have not heard for years! Let not the fight 
Of an unhappy man alarm your fears, 


But rather move your pity. 


I had ſcarce 


Heard, from the mouth of NeorToLEMUs, 365 
Theſe 
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Theſe words, “J am a Greek,” but I cry'd out, 
O bleſſed ſounds, after ſo many years 

Of filence, and of unremitting pain! 

O! what miſhap, my ſon, what furious ſtorm, 
Or, rather let me ſay, what happy gale, 370 
Wafted you hither, to conclude my woes ? 

I am of th' iſle of Scyros, he reply'd, 

And am returning thither; it is ſaid, 


I am ACHILLEs' ſon; you now know all. 


Theſe words ſo ſhort by rio means ſatisfied 375 
My curioſity ; I ſaid again, 
O fon of him whom I fo dearly lov'd, 
Dear foſtec=child of Lycomenes, ſay, 
How and whence came you hither? He replied, 
'I was from the ſiege of Troy. You did not then 
Attend, ſaid I, the former expedition, 
Were you, ſaid he, of that? I plainly ſee, 
Replied I then, both PHILOCTETES“ name, 
And his misfortunes, are to you unknown. 
Alas! my perſecutors, I perceive, 385 
Wreten that I am, inſult my miſery ; 
Greece is a ſtranger to my ſufferings ; 


My pains, my woes increaſe ; to this diſtreſs 


The 
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The ſons of ArTREvs brought me ; may the Gods 

Reward them for it ! | 399 
I related then, 


How I bad been abandon'd by the Greeks. 

I had no ſooner finiſhed my complaints, 

Than he began to enter on his own. 

After ACHILLEs' death, ſaid he——At once 395 
Here interrupting him, Alas ! faid I, 

AcHiLLEs' death !—you'll pardon me, my ſon, 

If with my tears I interrupt your tale ; 

Tears, which your father's memory demands, 


Then NEoPTOLEMUS replied, To be 400 
So interrupted, by ſuch tears as theſe, 
By PniLocTETzss for my father ſhed, 
How ſoothing, how conſoling 


| Soon his tale 
Reſuming, NEoPTOLEMUS proceeds: 405 
After ACHILLEs' death, t' inquire for me, 
UL vssEs came with PHoenix ; they affirm'd, 
That without me Troy could not be o' erturn'd. 
They ſoon perſuaded me to follow them; 


My grief on hearing of AchiLLES' death, 410 
A thirſt 


Book XV. . OF TELEMACHUS. 239 


A thirſt t' inherit in that famous war 

His glory—theſe ſufficient motives were 

T” engage my quick compliance. To the ſiege 
I went ; all flock around me; ev'ry one 

Swears that ACHILLES is in me reviv'd: 415 
But he, alas! was now no more. TI then, 
Young, and without experience, ftraight believ'd 
That I had ev'ry thing to hope from thoſe 

Who could beſtow ſuch praiſes. I at once 
Demanded of ATREvs' ſons, my father's arms: 
They made this cruel anſwer ; Thou ſhalt have 
Whatever elſe belong'd to him; but his arms 
Are deſtin'd for UL vssEs. 


Straight I ſtorm'd, 
] rav'd, I wept. Unmov'd, ULyssEs ſaid, 425 
Young man, the dangers of this tedious ſiege 
You have not ſhar'd; you've not deſerv'd ſuch 
arms z 
You ſpeak, ſo young, with too much arrogance z 


The arms you ne'er ſhall have, Unjuſtly thus 


Spoil'd by ULyssEs, I'm returning home 430 


To Scyros, at ULYSSES leſs incens'd 
Than at th' Atride, May whoever is 
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Their enemy, by Heav'n ſtill friended be! 
O PH1LoCTETEs, I have told you all. 


I then inquir'd of NEoPTOLEMUS, 435 
Why AJax interfer'd not to prevent 
Th' unjuſt deciſion, A] Ax, he replied, 
Iz dead. Dead ! I exclaim'd ; and yet that wretch, 
ULyssEs, dies not; on the contrary, 
He flouriſhes, he proſpers - I then aſk'd 440 
News of ANTILOCHUs, ſage NESTOR's fon, 
And of AchiILES' friend PATROCLEs. They, 
Said he, are alſo dead. Here I once more | 
Exclaim'd, What, dead! Alas! what is't you 

ſay? | 

Thus cruel war, as with a ſithe, cuts down 445 
The good, and ſpares the bad! ULyssEs then 
Ts ſtill alive; THERsITEs too, no doubt. 
So will the Gods; and ſhall we praiſe them till? 


Whilſt I my anger was indulging thus 
Againſt your father, NEoPTOLEMUS 450 
Continu'd the deceit, Theſe doleful words 
He added; Far from th' army of the Greeks, 


Where ill o'er good prevails, I'll live content 
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In Scyros' deſert iſle. And now, farewel ! 


May Heav'n relieve your woes 455 


Straight I exclaim'd, 
Thee by thy father's manes I conjure, 
Thee by thy mother, and by all, my ſon, 
"Thou hold'ſt moſt dear on earth, O leave me not 
Thus overwhelm'd with woe! I'm ſenſible, 460 
That I ſhall be a burden to thee; yet 
1” abandon me were ſhameful ; on the prow, 
The ſtern, or in the bottom of the ſhip, 
Lay me, where I ſhall incommode thee leaſt, 
None but great ſouls can feel, how noble tis, 
How glorious, to be good. O leave me not 
Here, where no trace of man is to be ſeen ! 
To thy own country carry me, or elſe 
1 Eubcea, which from Oeta is not far, 
Nor yet from Trachin, and the pleaſant banks 470 
Of Sperchius : to my father bring me back, 
Alas! I fear he's dead; I ſent him word, 
Requeſting he would ſend, and fetch me hence : 
Either he's dead, or thoſe whom I employ'd 
Never inform'd him of my miſery. 475 
To thee, my ſon, I have recourſe ; reflect 
On th' inſtability of human things. 
X Let 
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Let thoſe who 'now enjoy proſperity, 
Fear to abuſe it, and be ready ſtill 
J aſſiſt th* unfortunate. 489 


Thus did I ſpeak, 
O'erwhelm'd with grief, to NROPTroLEuus. 
He promis'd to convey me thence. Again 
With rapture I exclaim'd ; O happy day ! 
Amiable, worthy NROPTOLEuUs, 485 
Thy father's glory thou inheriteſt ! 
O dear companions of my voyage, ſtay, 
Stay, while I bid this dreary ſpot adieu. 
See, where I've liv'd ; conceive what I've endur'd ; 
What other man could have endur'd ſuch woe! 
But I was tutor'd by neceſlity ; 
She teaches men what they could ne'er have known 
Without her ; they who've had no ſufferings, 
Know nothing yet; know neither good, nor ill; 
Are ignorant of men, and of themſelves, 500 


This faid, I took my arrows and my bow, 


Here NEoOPTOLEMUsS entreated me, 
To let him kiſs thoſe fam'd and ſacred arms 
Of HERCULES th' invincible. Thou mapy'ſt, 


Said I, do any thing; 'tis thou, my fon, 505 
Reſtor'lt 
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Reſtor'ſt me light and life, my native land, 

My aged father too, my friends, myſelf; 

It is permitted thee to touch theſe arms; 

And thou map'ſt boaſt, that thou, of all the 
Greeks, | 

Alone haſt merited that privilege. 519 

Then enter'd NeoPTOLEMUs my grot, 


I' admire my arms. 


Mean-while a dreadful pain 
Seizes, confounds, puts me beſide myſelf ; 
A ſword I call'd for, to cut off my foot. 515 
O death, ſo much deſir'd, why com'ſt thou not? 
Young man, cried I, O burn me, burn me at once, 
E'en as I burnt the ſon of JuprrER. 
O earth, O earth, receive a dying man, 
Who can'no more ſupport himſelf. I fell, $20 
As uſual; from this agony of pain, 
Into a ſudden ſleep profound: erelong 
A copious ſweat then gave me ſome relief; 
Black gore corrupt forth iſſued from my wound. 
During my ſtupor, NEoPTOLEMUS 525 
Might unperceiv'd have carried off my arms; 
But he was great ACHILLEs' ſon, not born 
For practiſing deceit. 
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When awoke, 
I his embarraſſment perceiv'd ; he ſigh'd 530 
Like one who knows not how t' aſſume diſguiſe, 
And acts againſt the feelings of his heart. 
Would you then take me by ſurpriſe, ſaid I:? 
What would you have? ſpeak to me. He replied, 
You muſt go with me to the ſiege of Troy. 535 
Straight I reſum'd ; What 1s't you ſaid, my fon * 
Ah ! give me back my bow; me miſerable ! 
I am betray'd ; take not away my life. 
Alas ! I cried, he makes me no reply; 
With tranquil look he eyes me, all unmov'd. 540 
Ye ſhores ! ye promontories of this iſle ! 
Wild beaſts! ſteep rocks! to you I make my moan; 
I've none but you, to whom I can complain : 
You are accuſtom'd to my groans. Is't fit, 
I by AcnicLes' ſon ſhould be betray'd ? 545 
He robs me of ALcipks' ſacred bow; 
He fain would drag me to the Grecian camp, 
To triumph over me : perceives he not, 
That *twere to triumph o'er a dying man, 
A fleeting ſhadow? O that in my ſtrength 550 
He had attack'd me] But e'en now 'tis done 
But by ſurpriſe 3 what ſhall I do ? My ſon, 


The bow reſtore me ; like thy father be, 
Be 
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Be like thyſelf. What fays't thou? nothing yet? 
O ſavage rock ! all wretched and forlorn, 555 
Naked, unſuſtenanc'd, to thee I come; 

Here in this cavern I ſhall die alone ; F 
Without my bow to kill the beaſts, the beaſts 
Will ſoon devour me; but what matters it ?— 
My ſon, I cannot think thee fo deprav'd; 560 
Whatever motive prompt the, give me back 

ly arms, then leave me. 


NEoPTOLEMUS, 
In a low voice, tears ſtarting in his eyes, 
Said, Would to Heav'n, I ne'er had come from 
Scyros | | 565 
Mean-while I cried out, Ah! what is't I ſee ? 
Is't not ULxSssES ? Straight I heard his voice 
Pronounce, *Tis I. Had PLuTo's gloomy realm 
Open'd before me, and the dark abyſs 
Of Tartarus, which e'en the Gods themſelves 
Tremble to look at, been diſclos'd to view, 
could not have receiv'd a greater ſhock. 
Again I cried, O land of Lemnos, thee 
| call to witneſs ! Canſt thou ſee, O ſun, 
And ſuffer this UL vssks, all unmov'd, 575 
Anſwer'd, *Tis JUPITER that wills it ſo; 
3 I'm 
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I'm but his inſtrument, Dar'ſt thou, ſaid I, 
Name JuPITER ? ſeeſt thou this youth, not born 
For practiſing deceit, who ſuffers much 

In doing what thou forceſt him to do ? 580 
It is not, ſaid ULyssEs, to deceive, 

To hurt, but to deliver you, we're come, 

To heal you, and the glory give to you 

Of conquering Troy, and to your native land 
Reſtore you. You yourſelf, and not UL YssEs, 


Are PRHIiLOCTETES' enemy. 


I then, 
Whatever rage and fury could inſpire, 
Said to your father: On this deſert ſhore 
By thee abandon'd, why not leave me here 590 
In peace, ſaid I ? Go thou, and glory ſeek 
In combat; luxury and pleaſure ſeek ; 
Enjoy thy happineſs with ATREUS' ſons 3 
And leave me to my miſery and pain. 
Why, to what purpoſe, take me hence ? I now 595 
Am nothing; I'm no more, Why think'ſt thou 
not, 
As heretofore thou didſt, it were not fit, 
Or poſſible to take me; that my cries 


And my infectious wound would interrupt 
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The ſacrifices? Author of my woes, 600 
ULYsSEs, on thy head may Heav'n—but Heav'n 
Hears me no more; nay, on the contrary, 
Excites my enemy.— My native land, 

Which I ſhall never more behold ! Ye Gods 

If there be any of you juſt enough, 605 
Yet to have pity on me, puniſh him, 

Puniſh ULyssEs ; I ſhall think myſelf 

Then in a manner heal'd, 


As thus I ſpoke, 
Your father, undiſturbed, with tranquil look, 
And with an air of pity, me beheld, | 
Like one who diſregarded and excus'd 
The tranſport of a poor, unhappy man, 
Sour'd by misfortune. Like a rock he ſeem'd, 
That on the ſummit of a mountain braves 615 
The furious winds, lets them exhauſt their rage, 
Itſelf immovable. Your father thus 
In ſilence waited, till my rage was ſpent: 
The human paſſions *twere in vain t' attack, 
To bring them back to reaſon, he well knew, 
Till they appear, as 'twere, worn out and ſpent. 
Then, after ſometime, he addreſs'd me thus; 


O PHLOocTETES, where's your reaſon gone? 
Where 
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Where is your fortitude ? Now is the time 

To uſe them. If you will not go with us, 625 
T' accompliſh JuUPITER's all-great deſigns, 
Adieu! ſince you unworthy are to be 

Th' avenger and deliverer of Greece, 

In Troy's deſtruction. You at Lemnos ſtay ; 
Theſe arms, which I ſhall take, will give to me 
That glory which the Gods deſign'd for you. 
Come, NEoPToOLEMUs, then let us go 

To ſpeak to him were fruitleſs ; tis not fit 

To let compaſſion for a ſingle man 


Make us neglect the ſafety of all Greece. 635 


I furious as a lionefs became, 

Robb'd of her whelps, who with her roaring makes 
The foreſt ring again. O cave, faid I, 
I ne'er will quit thee, thou ſhalt be my grave! 
O ſad retreat, dearer than life, than hope! 640 
O for a ſword, to end my lite at once 
O that the birds of prey would ſnatch me up ! 
I never more ſhall pierce them with my ſhafts, 
O precious bow, made ſacred by the hands 
Of HEeRcCuULEs, the ſon of JuPiTER | 645 
O HERCULEs, if aught thou hear'ſt me more, 
Is not thy indignation rous'd at this ? 
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That bow thy faithful friend no longer holds; 

Tis in ULysses' foul, deceitful hands. 

Ye birds of prey! ye monſters of the wood! 6 50 
Fly not this cavern, all my ſhafts are gone, 
Wretch that I am ! I cannot hurt you more; 
Come to devour me, come; 'tis your turn now; 
Or let the thunder of unpitying JovE 

Cruſh me at once. | 655 


Your father, having tried 
All other means t' induce me, thought at laſt, 
The beſt would be, to give me back my arms. 
He then made ſigns to NEoPTOLEMUS, 
To give them me again; to whom I ſaid, 660 
AcHiLLEs* worthy ſon, thou prov'ſt thy birth; 
But ſuffer me to pierce my enemy. 
That inſtant I prepar'd to draw a ſhaft 
Againſt your father; when ACBILLEs' fon 
Prevented me, and faid, You're blind with rage, 
And fee not how unworthy is the act 


You're bent u pon. 


UL uss xs ſtill appear'd 
As unmov'd at my ſhafts as at my rage. 
lis patience and his intrepidity | 670 
Aﬀected 


3. 
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Aﬀected me, aſham'd that in my rage 

I with my ſhafts had aim'd to take away 

His life who had reſtor'd them me; but I, 

As my reſentment was not yet appeas'd, 

Could not endure to owe my arms to him 675 
I ſo much hated. In this interval, 

AcHILLEs's ſon addreſs'd me; Know, ſaid he, 
That HELEN Us the ſoothſayer, PRIAM's ſon, 
Who by the inſpiration of the Gods, 

And their appointment, came to us from Troy, 
Hath future things diſclos'd, Unhappy Troy, 
Said he, ſhall fall ; but not till it's attack'd 

By him who bears the ſhafts of HERCULES. 
This man cannot be heal'd, till he appear 
Before the walls of Troy ; he ſhall be heal'd 


By AscvLarivs' ſons, 


On this I felt 
My heart divided: the ſincerity 
Of NEeoPTOLEMUSs affected me, 
Who had ſo faithfully reſtor'd my bow. 699 
But yet, methought, I never could endure 
To ſee again the light, if I perforce 
Muſt to UL yssEs yield; and a falſe ſhame 
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Within myſelf, be with ULyssts ſeen, 695 


With ATREus' ſons? What will be thought of 


me? 


Vet unreſolv'd, I all at once could hear 


A more than human voice ; and HercuLEs, 

In a bright cloud, with rays of glory crown'd, 
Appears before me. Straight I recognis'd #5700 
His features ſomewhat hard, his make robuſt, 

His ſimple manners. But he now poſſeſs'd 

A certain loftineſs and majeſty 

Which never had appear'd in him ſo great, 


E'en when ſubduing monſters. Thus to me 705 
He ſpoke 


"Tis HERCULEs thou hear'ſt and ſee'ſt, 
From high Olympus” bright abodes I come, 
T” announce to thee the will of JUPITER. 
Thou know'ſt, how by my labours and exploits 
I purchas'd immortality. Thou muſt, 
"Tis ſo decreed, go with ACHILLES ſon, 
To tread the path to glory, in my ſteps. 
Thou ſhalt be heal'd, and with my ſhafts ſhalt pierce 
Paz1s, the author of ſo many ills. 715 
When Troy is fall'n, thou of the precious ſpoils 
Saalt to thy father, on mount Octa, ſend : 

And 
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And as a monument of victory, 

Of victory to my arrows due, theſe ſpoils 

Shall there be plac'd upon my tomb. And know, 
Son of AcKILLEs, thou canſt ne'er prevail 
Without the valiant Pp1LoCTETES' aid, 

Nor he without thee, Like two lions then 
Together go, together ſeek your prey. 

Straight AscuLAaPvus ſhall be ſent to Troy; 725 
He Pr11.0cTETEs? wound ſhall heal, O Greeks» 
Religion love and reverence above all ; 


All elſe foon dies ; religion never dies. 


Theſe words were ſcarce pronounc'd, when I 
cried out, 

O happy day! bleſt light, now ſeen at laſt 73e 
After ſo many years! Thee I obey, 
I go; but let me bid this ſpot adieu. 
Adieu! dear cave, adieu! Adieu, ye nymphs ! 
Nymphs of theſe humid meads, where I no more 
The hollow murmurs of this ſea ſhall hear. 735 
Adieu, thou ſhore, where I've fo oft endur'd 
Th' inclemencies of th” air. Ye rocks, adieu, 
Where echo hath fo oft return'd my groans. 
Adieu, ſwect tountains, waich, tho' ſweet, have 


been 


To 
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To me ſo bitter. Lemnos-iſle, adieu! 
Let me depart in peace, as bound t' obey 


The bidding of the Gods, and of my friends. 


We then ſet fail, and ſoon arriv'd at Troy. 
Me PopAlxrRIUVVS and Macho cur'd, 
By their great father EscuLAplus taught 745 
The healing art divine; or to that ſtate 
At leaſt reſtor'd me, which I now enjoy. 
I ſuffer now no more; and have regain'd 
My former vigour, though a little halt. 
PARIS I ſoon laid low, as with a dart 750 
A tim'rous fawn is by the huntſman pierc'd, 
Erclong proud Ilium fell; the reſt you know. 
Still tow'rds the wiſe ULyssEs I retain'd, 
From the remembrance of my former woe, 
A fixt antipathy, which all his worth 755 
Could not remove : but by the fight of you, 
Of you his fon, who ſo reſemble him, 
Of you, whoſe virtue I'm conftrain'd to love, 


y heart is ſoften'd tow'rds the father too. 
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count , ſome priſoners which they contend for. 
Telemachus combats with, and conquers, Hippias, 
who, deſpiſing his youth, haughtily ſeizes on theſe 
priſoners for his brother Phalanthus. But diſ- 
ſatisfied with his victory, he deplores, in ſecret, 


his temerity and his fault, which he wiſhes to re- 


pair. In the mean time Adraſtus, king of the 
Daunians, being informed that the allied kings 
were entirely engaged in making up the difference 
between Telemachus and Hippias, falls upon them 
unawares, After taking, by ſurpriſe, a hundred 
of their veſſels, to convey his own troops into their 
camp, he immediately ſets it on fire, begins the at- 
tack in the quarter where Phalanthus was ſ?a- 
tioned, kills his brother Hippias, and Phalanthus 


himſelf is almaſt covered with wounds, 


THE 


wo, 


T HE 


Aro r 


O F 


J A CH TM 


STQOD0 6 XVL 


N 7 HILE PriLocTErTes thus his ſtory told, 


TELEMACHUS, in deep attention fixt, 


Hung on his lips. On this great man that ſpoke, _ 


His eyes were bent. Each paſſion in its turn, 


Which either HERCULEs, or PHILOCTETES, 5 


ULyssts, or ACHILLES? ſon, had felt, 

Depicted on the countenance appear'd, 

Of this ingenuous youth, He, in the courſe 

Of this relation, would ſometimes cry out, 

And PuiLocrETES' ſtory interrupt IO 


Without deſign ; ſometimes he ſeem'd like one 


Abſorb'd in thought. When Pan's ſon deſcrib'd, 
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In lively colours, the embarraſſment 

Of NEoPToLEMos, who knew not how 

T' aſſume diſguiſe, TELEMACHvus appear'd 15 
To feel a ſimilar embarraſſment, 

And had juſt then the very air and mien 


Of NEoPTOLEMUS, 


The arm'd allies 
In due array againſt AprasTus march'd, 20 
King of the Daunians, who deſpis'd the Gods, 
And only ſought t' impoſe upon mankind. 
With kings who jealous of each other ſeem'd, 
TELEMACHUs great difficulties found, 
How to conduct himſelf. His part it was, 25 
J avoid the jealouſy of every one, 
And ſtrive to make himſelf belov'd by all. 
He was by nature open and ſincere, 
But without flatt'ry; he ſcarce ever thought 
Of what might gratify, or give delight 30 
To others; though to riches not attach'd, 
He had no heart to give. Thus with a ſoul 
Noble and well-inclin'd, he neither ſeem'd 
Obliging, nor to friendſhip ſenſible, | 
Nor liberal, nor grateful for the care 35 
Beſtow'd on him by others, nor at all 
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Attentive to diſtinguiſh merit. He, 

Without reflection, his own taſte purſued, 
PENELOPE, his mother, in neglect 

Of MxNrok's good advice, had brought him up 
In haughtineſs and pride, that tarniſh'd ſtill 
Whatever in him was moſt amiable. 

He a ſuperior being thought himſelf 

To other men, who ſeem'd to him on earth 

Plac'd by the Gods, only for his delight 45 
And ſervice ; all his wiſhes to prevent, 

And to make every thing to him alone 
Subſervient, as to ſome divinity. - 

The happineſs alone of ſerving him, 

He deem'd a full and plenteous recompence 50 
To thoſe who ſerv'd him. Nothing muſt be thought 
Impoſlible, when he was to be pleas'd, 

Nor could his temper brook the leaſt delay, 


To thoſe who from his temper ſhould have 
form'd 
A judgment of him, he muſt have appear'd 55 
Wholly incapable of loving aught 
Beſide himſelf, and nothing to regard 
But what his glory or his pleaſure ſerv'd, 
But this indiff*rence Kill for others ſhown, 
| And 
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And this attention to himſelf confin'd, 69 
From the continual violence aroſe, 

And tranſport of his paſſions, He had been 

Still flatter'd from his cradle, and became 

A ftriking inſtance of th' unhappy lot 

Of thoſe in elevated ſtations born. 65 
The rigorous fortune he from early youth 

Had ſuffer'd, had not pow'r to moderate 

This haughty and impetuous turn, Expos'd 

To ſuch diſtreſs, all-deſtitute, forlorn, 

He nothing of his pride had loſt. His pride 70 
Still, like th' elaſtic, ſelf-reſtoring palm, 

From ev'ry preſſure rais'd itſelf aloft, 


While MENTOR was "TTELEMACHUS's guide, 
His faults appear'd not, and each day grew leſs. 
Juſt like a fiery, prancing ſteed, whoſe courſe 75 
Nor rock, nor precipice, nor torrent ſtops, 

Who one man's voice and hand alone obeys 
TELEMACHUS with noble ardour fill'd, 

MexToR alone was able to reſtrain : 

But then a ſingle glance of MexTor's eye 80 
Could check his moſt impetuous career : 

Inſtant he felt returning to his breaſt 


Each virtuous ſentiment ; his countenance 
. : 
Became 
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Became at once unruffled and ſerene. 
Not NEePTUNE's lifted trident could appeaſe 85 
More ſuddenly the tempeſt-troubled deep. 


No ſooner was TELEMAchus alone, 
Than, like a torrent by a mound reftrain'd, 


His paſſions to their natural courſe return'd. 


The arrogance of the Laconian troops, 90 
And of PHALANTHUs, who was at their head, 
He could not brook, This colony, that came 
To found Tarentum-city, was compos'd 
Of young men born during the ſiege of Troy, 
Who ne'er had been by education form'd. 95 
Their illegitimate birth, th' unſetil'd tate 
T heir mothers liv'd in, that licentiouſneſs 
To which they'd been accuſtom'd from their youth, 
Gave them a ſavage and ferocious turn. 

They more reſembled a rapacious crew 100 


Of robbers, than a Grecian colony. 


PHALANTHUS ev'ry opportunity 
Eagerly ſciz'd t' oppoſe ULyssEs' fon. 
He often interrupted his diſcourſe 
In th* aſſemblies, ſcorning his advice, 105 
AS 
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As th' effect of inexperienc'd youth; 

Would ſtrive to turn him into ridicule, 

And treat him as effeminate and weak; 

Still to the chiefs of th' army would point out 
His ſlighteſt faults; endeavour t' excite 110 
Diſtruſt and jealouſy in ev'ry breaſt, 

And ſtrive to make TELEMACHUs's pride 

Odious to all th” allies. 


ULyssEs' ſon 
Having one day among the Daunian troops 115 
Some pris'ners made, PHALANTHUS would inſiſt, 
Theſe pris'ners did of right belong to him, 
For he, with the Laconians, had, he ſaid, 
That troop defeated ; and ULyssEs' ſon, 
Finding the Daunians now diſcomfited, 120 
Had nothing elſe to do but grant them liſe, 
And bring them to the camp. UL xssEs' ſon 
Inſiſted, on the contrary, *twas he 
Had ſav'd PHALANTHvUs, and the vict'ry gain'd 
O'er th' Daunians. They together went 125 
T' plead their cauſe before th' aſſembled kings. 
TELEMACHUs, tranſported and enrag'd, 
Threaten'd PHALANTHUsS; had they not been 
check'd, 
They 
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They had attack'd each other on the ſpot. 


PHALANTHUS had a brother, who was nam'd 
HiePIas, for valour, ſtrength, and ſkill, renown'd, 
Him, ſaid the Tarentines, not PoLLUx could, 

In fighting with the Ceſtus, have ſurpaſs'd, 

Nor CasToR have outdone in horſemanſhip. 

He was almoſt, in ſtature and in ſtrength, 135 
Equal to HERCULEs ; was fear'd by all; 

For he more brutal was, and prone to ſtriſe, 


Than he was ſtrong and valiant, 


Having ſeen, 
With how much haughtineſs ULysses' fon 140 
Menac'd his brother, HiPPlas went in haſte, 
To carry off the pris'ners to Tarentum ; 
Nor waited for the judgment of the chiefs, 
TELEMACHUS, when privately inform'd, 
All-furious, like a foaming boar, that ſeeks 145 
The huntſman who hath wounded him, breaks 

forth : 

With brandiſh'd ſpear he traverſes the camp, 
To find his enemy; at ſight of him 
His fury is redoubled, 
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Twas no more 150 

TELEMACHUS the prudent and the wiſe, 

Led by MinERvA, under MeNToR's form, 

But one all frantic, or a furious lion, 

Straight he cries out to HiePlas ; Turn, thou 

wretch, 

Moſt infamous of men ! turn, let us ſee, I55 
And try, if thou canſt rob me of the ſpoils 

Of thoſe I conquer'd. What! wilt thou preſume 
To take them to Tarentum ? Go, deſcend, 

This inſtant, to the gloomy realms below. 
He ſaid, and hurl'd his ſpear 3 but with ſuch rage, 
He miſs'd his aim, and it was loſt in air, 
Inſtant he graſps his golden-hilted ſword, 
Which, when he left the iſle of Ithaca, 

LAERTES gave him as a pledge of love. 

This had LarrTEs wielded in his youth 165 
With ſingular renown ; and with the blood 

Of many famous Epirotic chiefs, 

It had been ſtain'd, when, in a certain war, 
LAERTESs prov'd victorious in the field. 

Scarce had TELEMACHUS this weapon drawn, 170 
When HiPP1as, ſeizing th' opportunity 

T' avail himſelf of his ſuperior ſtrength, 


An effort made to wreſt it from the hands 
Of 
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Of young TELEMACHUs. T he ſword at once 
Snapt in their hands; each other then they ſeiz'd, 
And faſt were lock'd each in the others arms. 
Like two wild beaſts attempting to deſtroy, 

And tear each other piecemeal, they appear'd ; 
Fire from their eyeballs flaſhing, they contract, 
Extend themſelves, they ſink, they riſe again, 180 
Dart forward, thirſting for each others blood. 
Now foot to foot and hand to hand oppos'd, 


"Together twin'd, one body they appear'd. 


At length TELEMACnvus's tender youth, 

By HieP1as' more eſtabliſh'd age and ſtrength 185 
Seem'd overborne. Now ſcant of breath, he felt 
His knees begin to totter. Seeing this, 

Hippos redoubles and purſues his blows, 

All had been over with ULyssts' ſon, 

And he muſt now have borne the puniſhment 190 
Of his temerity and violence, { 

Had not MixeRvaA, who till o'er him watch'd, 
And left him in this fad extremity, 

Only for his inſtruction and reproof, 

The ſcale of vict'ry in his favour turn'd. 195 
She quitted not Salentum, but ſhe ſent 

I21s, the ready meſſenyer of heaven: 


dae on light wing through th' airy ſpace deſcends, 


* Leaving 
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Leaving behind her a long trail of light, 
Cloud-painted of a thouſand various hues; 200 
he reſted not till ſhe had reached the ſhore 
Where was encamp'd the army of th' allies, 
Innumerable ; ſhe far off deſcried- 
The furious combat, trembling when ſhe ſaw 
The danger young TELEMACHUs was in. 205 
In a bright cloud, of ſubtile vapours form'd, 
Envelop'd ſhe approach'd him, at the time 
When HirPtas feeling all his ſtrength, now thought 
To be victorious; o'er her charge ſhe ſpreads 
MixRRVA's œgis, which, with that deſign, 210 
The Goddeſs had entruſted to her care. 
TELEMACHUS's late-exhauſted ſtrength 
Seem'd all at once to be renew'd; and ſtill 
As his reviv'd, the ſtrength of Hiprlas fail'd 
Whom ſomething more than human overpower'd, 
Confounded, and amaz'd. ULxsszEs' ſon 
Prefling purſues, attacks on every ſide, 
Staggers his enemy, nor lets him gain 
A moment's reſpite ; brings him to the ground, 
And falls upon him. Not the ſtouteſt oak 220 
On 1da's top, fell'd by a thouſand ſtrokes, 
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Falls with a craſh more horrible ; the earth 


Groans, and all round is felt the mighty ſhock, 


But wiſdom now, returning with his ſtrength, 
Enters once more TELEMACHUs's breaſt, 
No ſooner under him was HiPpras fallen, 
Than he perceiv'd the fault he had incurr'd, 
Who thus the brother had attack'd of one 


Of the confederate kings, he came t' aſſiſt. 230 


MexToR's wiſe counſels, to his breaſt recall'd, 
With {-lf-confuſton fill'd him, and with ſhame 
For his inglorious victory; which now 

le ſaw he had deſerv'd to loſe. Mean-while 
PHALANTHUS all with rage tranſported ran 235 
J aſſiſt his brother: with the lance he held, 
That inſtant he TELEMACHUs had pierc'd, 
Had he not dreaded to pierce H1PPlAs too, 
Beneath TELEMAchus's arm laid low. 

ULyYssEs* ſon might now with eaſe have robb'd 
His foe of life; but his exceſſive wrath 
Was now appeas'd; he thought of nothing elſe 
Dut to repair what he had done amiſs, 
In ſhowing moderation. He aroſe; 
And faid, O Hiep1as, 'tis enough for me, 245 
To've taught you never to deſpiſe my youth. 
752202 Live; 
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Live; I admire your courage, and your ſtrength, 

Heav'n hath protected me; to th' heavenly pow'rs 

Submit, and let us think of nothing elſe, 

But to fight hand in hand againſt our foes, 250 

The Daunians. 

HIPIAs roſe up, cover'd with blood and duſt, 

O'erwhelm'd with ſhame and rage. PHALANTHUS 
now 

Durſt not attempt to take his life away, 

Who had ſo nobly giv'n his brother life. 255 

While in ſuſpenſe he hung, beſide himſelf, 

All the confederate kings came up; one way 

They took ULysszs' fon, another way 

PHALANTHUS and his brother HieP1as ; who, 


As TELEMACHUS thus ſpoke, 


Having now dropt his haughty air, ſcarce dar'd 260 
To lift his eyes. All the army was amaz'd 

To ſee TELEMAcnvs, at ſuch an age, 

When men have ſcarce attain'd their perfect ſtrength, 
Prevail o'er HI PPI AS, who in ſtrength and ſize 
Was like the giant ſons of earth, who once 265 


Attempted t' expel the Gods from heav'n. 


But ſtill this vict'ry to ULyssEs' ſon 
While the reſt were loſt 


In admiration, conſcious of his fault, 


Could give no pleaſure. 
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And fill'd with ſhame, he to his tent retir'd; 270 
No longer able to ſupport the thought 

Of being ſo by paſſion overcome, 

Th' injuſtice, folly, weakneſs, vanity, 


And meanneſs, of his paſſion and his pride, 


Carried to ſuch exceſs, he deeply felt. 275 


True greatneſs, he was ſenſible, conſiſts 

In moderation, juſtice, modeſty, 

And in humanity ; but he deſpair'd, 

After ſuch ſad experience and relapſe, 

Of being able to correct his fault : 280 
At variance with himfſclf, he roar'd aloud 


Wich anguiſh, as a furious lion roars, 


Two days remained he in his tent ſhut up, 
Unable to rejoin ſociety, 
And torturing himſelf, Alas! ſaid he, 285 
How ſhall I venture to behold again 
The face of MENTOR? I, ULysses' lon, 
The patient, wiſe ULyssts! Am I come 
To fow diviſion, and confuſion ſpread 
Thro' th' army of th' allies? Is it the blood 290 
Of them I ought to ſhed, or of their foes 
The Daunians? [ve been violent and raſh ; 
I had not e'en the pow'r to throw my ſpear z 
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I ſet myſelf t' oppoſe ſuperior ſtrength; 

And I had nothing to expect but death, 295 
Defeat, and ſhame. But what do words avail ? 

I would not be—no, I would be no more 

That raſh TELEMACHUs, that ſenſeleſs youth, 
Whom no advice or warning can reclaim ; 

My ſhame would end with life. Could I but hope 
At leaſt to do no more what I have done, 

With ſo much anguiſh to myſelf have done— 
Happy, too happy ! But before the end, 

Perhaps, of this day, I ſhall o'er again 

Thoſe very faults with eagerneſs commit, 305 
I now with ſo much ſhame and horror view. 

Sad victory! inſufferable praiſe, 

That only ſerves my folly to reprove ! 


While thus alone, and inconſolable, 
Ns rok and PHILOCTATES viſit him. 310 
Nxsrok would fain have repreſented t' him 
His raſhneſs ; but this venerable age, 
Quickly perceiving what diſtreſs of mind, 
And grief, the young man felt, his grave reproofs 
Chang'd into ſoothing and conſoling words. 315 
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Nor could they march to meet the enemy, 
Till to each other they had reconcil'd 
PHALANTHUs, HiPPlas, and UL ss Es' ſon. 


They fear'd, each moment, leſt the. Tarentines 320 


Should have attack'd the hundred Cretan youths, 


Who had accompanied ULYssEs' ſon. 

All through TELEMACHs's fault alone, 

Was in confuſion 3 while TELEMAacnvus, 

Now conſcious of ſo many preſent ills, 325 
And future perils, that might juſtly be 

Attributed to him ; the cauſe of all, 

Gave himſelf up to bitterneſs and grief, 

The chiefs were in extreme embarraſlment : 

They durſt not march the troops, left on the march 
The Tarentines and Cretans ſhould engage, 

Not without difficulty were they kept, | 
Cloſe-watch'd and guarded ſtill, within the camp. 
Inceſſant, from TELEMAchus's tent, 

NesToR and PHILOCTETEs went by turns 335 
To that of the implacable PHALaNnTHvus, 

Who nothing breath'd but fury and revenge. 

Not NesTor's ſoft, perſuaſive eloquence, 

Nor PriLocTeTEs' great authority, 

Could mollify his fierce and ſavage heart 340 
Which by his brother Hiep1as's difcourſe, 
Replete with rage, was more and more inſlam'd, 
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TELEMACHUS was more compos'd, but ſunk 


In ſorrow inconſolable. And 
Th' 
While yet 345 He 
The chiefs were under this embarraſſment, Witt 
The troops were into conſternation thrown : Am 
The camp was like a houſe laid deſolate, And 
Which hath juſt loſt its maſter, the ſupport Had | 
Of all his neighbourrs, and the pleaſing hope 359 The) 
Of his young family. And, 
Prete! 
At once was heard | 2=M 
A frightful noiſe of chariots, and of arms, As oi 
Of horſes neighing, and the cries of men, ADRA 
Some conquering, bent on ſlaughter and purſuit, | His br 
Others in flight, ſome wounded, ſome expiring. Had b 
A ſweeping cloud of duſt involves the ſky, NesTc« 
And covers all the camp. Soon, with the duſt Of ſuc 
Mingled, a thick and ſuffocating ſmoke Did no 
Incumbent loads the air. A hollow noiſe 3060 And ca 
q Is heard, like that of the fierce-whirling flame In the 
F | Which Etna from its burning entrails throws, In the 
1 When Vorcax, with his Cyclops, forges there To gai 
f The thunderbolts of JUPITER, All hearts Vas n. 
| Are ſeiz'd with fear, 365 If irrit: 
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ADRASTUs, on the watch, 
And indefatigable ſtill, to ſeize 
Th occaſion, had ſurpris'd th' allies ; his march 
He had conceal'd from them, of theirs appris'd. 
With wondrous expedition he march'd round 370 
A mountain al molt inacceſſible, 
And almoſt ev'ry paſs of which th' allies 
Had occupied : poſſeſſing theſe defies, 
They thought themſelves in full ſecurity, 
And, by theſe paſſes which they occupied, 375 
Pretended they ſhould have it in their pow'r 
T” attack the enemy on th” other ſide, 
As ſoon as ſome expected troops arriv'd, 
ADRASTUS, who with lib'ral hand diſpers'd 
His bribes, to know the enemy's deſigns, 380 
Had been appris'd of their intended plan. 
NEesToR and PHILOCTETES, Chiefs ſo wiſe, 
Of ſuch experience, in all other points, 
Did not ſufficient ſecrecy obſerve, FR 
And caution, in their enterpriſes. Nxsrok, 385 
In the decline of life, was too well pleas'd 
[n the recounting of whate'er might tend 
To gain him commendation. PHILOCTETES 
Wias not fo talkative, but paſſionate: 


lf irritated in the leaſt degree, 399 
Then 
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Then all came out he intended to conceal. 


Deſigning, artſul men had found the key 

Where with t' unlock his heart, and draw thereout 
The moſt important ſecrets. For that end, 

T' excite his paſſions was enough 3 then, wild, 
And quite beſide himſclf, he menac'd, rag'd ; 

He plum'd himſelf on having certain means 

T' accompliſh his deſigns. If they appear'd 

To doubt him, he with incon{1d'rate haſte 

Would ſet about explaining ; then flew out 400 
Each ſecret from the bottom of his breaſt; 

As a fine veſſel, that is crackt, lets out 

The moſt delicious liquors, ſo the heart 


Of this great chieftain nothing could retain. 


Traitors, corrupted by ADRAsTVUs, ſeiz'd 405 
Ev'ry occalion to avail themſelves * 
Of the known impotence of theſe two kings. 
NEsToR they flatter'd ſtill with empty praiſe 3 
His vict'ries paſt, his foreſight they admir'd, 
Were never weary of applauding him, 410 
On th' other hand they laid continual ſnares 
For the impatient turn of PHILOCTETES 3 
Of difiiculties ſtll, croſs accidents, 
Of dangers, inconveniences, they ſpoke, 
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And of miſtakes irreparable, When once 415 
His haſty temper was inflam'd, he loſt 


All wiſe reflection, was no more himſelf. 


TELEMACHUs, with all his faults, in points 

Of ſecrecy more guarded was. To this 

By his misfortunes he had been inur'd, 420 

And the neceſſity he {till was in, 

From infancy, of being on his guard 

Againſt the ſuitors of PENELOPE. 

A ſecret he knew how to keep t' himſelf, 

\Vithout aſſerting fallities ; nor had 425 

That air of myſt'ry and reſerve, by which 

Perſons of ſecrecy are quickly known. 

He ſeem'd not as with any ſecret charg'd, 

He was enjoin'd to keep; but {till appear'd 

Free, eaſy, open, like a man who bears 430 

His heart apon his lips. But while he ſpoke 

Freely of trifles, of indiff' rent things, 

He knew exactly, and without the ſhow 

Of affectation, at the point to ſtop, 

Which to ſuſpicion or diſcov'ry led. 435 

His heart thereby impenetrable was, 

And inacceſſible; to his beſt friends 

He never more diſclos'd, than what he thought 
Might 
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Might be of uſe t' obtain their good advice; 
With MNrok only he had no reſerve. 440 
In various meaſure and degree he plac'd 

A confidence in other friends, but (till 


As he their friendſhip and their wiſdom prov'd, 


The reſolutions of the council-board, 
TELEMACHUS had oft remark'd, were made 445 
Somewhat too public in the camp. Of this 
Nxsron and PHILOCTETES he appris'd : 

But theſe experienc'd chieſtains did not give 

Thoſe prudent hints th' attention they deſerv'd: 

Old age no pliavility retains z Bo 

Long habit holds it, as it were, enchain'd ; 

| Againſt its failings ic hath no reſource. 

Like trees, whoſe rough and knotty trunk, with age 

Harden'd, you would in vain attempt to bend, 

Men, at a certain period, can no more 455 

Unbend themſelves from certain habitudes, 

Which ſtill have grown up with them, and are 
wrought 

Into the frame and temper of their ſouls, 

Full oft they know their weakneſs, but too late; 


In vain they then lament it. Tender youth 4£0 
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Is th* only ſeaſon when 'tis poſſible 
EffeQually to rectify the heart. 


In the confederate army of the Greeks, 
Was one EURYMACHUs, a Dolopian born, 
Of an inſinuating, flatt'ring turn, 465 
And knowing how t' accommodate himſelf 
To all the different tempers of the chiefs; 
Attentive and induſtrious to find out 
Still ſomething new to ſuit their ſeveral taſtes, 
Nothing with him was ever difficult, 


Whenever aſk'd for his advice, he gueſs'd 


479 


Whatever moſt agreeable might prove. 

He had a pleaſant vein of raillery too, 

Was complaiſant to thoſe he fear'd, had {kill 

'To ſeaſon and prepare a delicate praiſe, 475 
Which the moſt modeſt and refin'd might hear; 
Grave with the grave, with thoſe of ſprightly turn, 
Sprightly and gay. He could with eaſe aſſume 

all forms and characters. Plain, honeſt men, 
Still uniform, and who conduct themſelves 48a 


By virtuous principles, can never be 


To princes fo agreeable as thoſe 


Who their predominant paſſions flatt'ring ſoothe, 
EURYMACHUsS was ſkill'd in th' art of war, 
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Was vers'd in buſineſs ; an adventurer, 485 
Who had affected to attach himſelf 

To NEsToR, and had gain'd his confidence, 

He from the very bottom of his heart, 

(A heart a little vain, and fond of praiſe) 
Contriv'd to draw whate'er he wiſh'd to know, 490 

Though PrniLocTaTEs plac'd no confidence 

In this man, his impatient temper wrought 

The ſame effect as NesTOR's confidence. 

To contradict him was enough; when once 

His paſſions were inflam'd, EuRyMacyuus 49g 
Diſcover'd every ſecret of his heart. 

This man had from the enemy receiv'd 

Large ſums of money, for conveying to him 

The ſecret plans and counſels of th” allies. 

A number of deſerters were employ'd 500 
By king ApRAsrus, who from time to time 

Were to eſcape from the confederate troops, 
And come to him. If any thing occurr'd 
Of conſequence, EUR YMACHus took care, 
By one of theſe, to ſend ApRasTus word. Fog 
Nor was it eaſy to find out the cheat, 


For none of theſe deſerters aught convey'd 
In 
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la writing. If perchance they were ſurpris'd, 


Nothing againſt EukRyMAcHus appear'd, 


Mean-while ApRAsTvus every enterpriſe, 510 
Plann'd by th' allies, prevented. Scarce was form'd 
A reſolution at the council-board, 

But that the Daunians took the proper ſteps 

To hinder its ſucceſs, ULyssEs' fon 

With care inceſſant labour'd to find out 515 
The cauſe; t excite ſuſpicion and diſtruſt 

In NESTok's and PHILOCTETES' breaſt ; 

But all his care and caution were in vain ; 

Their eyes were blinded, 


It had been reſoly'd, 520 
To wait th' arrival of the numerous troops 
Which were expected, and there were diſpatch'd 
A hundred veſſels privately by night, 
With greater expedition to convey, 
From a rough quarter, where they were to arrive, 
Thoſe troops to where the army was encamp'd. 
In the mean time they thought themſelves ſecure, 
Poſſeſſing the defiles of the Apennine, 
And in a quarter (Carce acceſſible. 
The army near the ſea-ſhore was encamp'd, 530 
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And on the borders of Galeſus' ſtream. 

This pleaſant tract in paſturage abounds, 

And all proviſions which an army needs. 

Behind that mountain, which was thought to be 
Almoſt impaſſable, ApRasTus lay. 535 
But as he knew. th' allies were yet but weak, 
That a large body was to join them ſoon, 

That veſſels were now waiting for the troops 
Which were to arrive, and th' army was in part 
Divided by the quarrel which had paſs'd 540 
Between PHALANTHUs and ULysses' ſon, 

He made all haſte to fetch a compals round, 

With indefatigable diligence, 


By day and night, he march'd along the ſhore, 


Through ways which had been always thought to be 


Impaſlable, Thus hardineſs and toil 
Surmount the greateſt obſtacles ; and thus 


Searce any thing's impoſſible to thoſe 


Who dare t' encounter ſufferings ; while thoſe, 


Who ſleep, accounting what is difficult 550 
Impoſlible, deſerve to be ſurpris'd 

And cruſh'd. ADRAsTUs juſt at break of day 
Surpris'd thoſe hundred vellels of th' allies, 

T hole veſſels ill convoy'd, and off their guard, 


He ſeiz'd without reſiſtance, and employ'd 555 
With 
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With all diſpatch, his own troops to convey 

To th* entrance of Galeſus; then purſued 

His courſe along the borders of the ſtream. 

Thoſe in th* advanc'd poſts, near the river, thought 
That in theſe veſſels were convey'd the troops 560 
By them expected ; and with ſhouts of joy 
Receiv'd them; while ApRaAsTvUs and his men 
Made a deſcent before they could be known. 

They fall upon th' allies quite unprepar'd, 


In open camp, without or chief, or arms, 565 


Station'd in that part, which he firſt attack'd, 
Were the Tarentines, by PHALANTHUSs led: 
The Daunians there with ſo much vigour preſs'd, 
That this band of Laconian youths, ſurpris'd, 
Could not reſiſt the charge. While they, confus d 
And hind'ring one the other, ſeck their arms, 
ADRASTUS ſets the camp on fire. Erelong 
The kindled flames aſcending from the tents, 
Roar like a torrent that o'erwhelms a plain, 
And from the earth up-rooted ſweeps along $575 
Large oaks, the harveſt, granaries, folds, and flocks, 
The wind impetuouſly ſpreads the flame 


From tent to tent; and ſoon the camp appears 


Like an old foreſt which a ſpark bath fir d. 


PHALANTHUS 
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PHALANTHUs, who more ſenſibly perceiv'd 580 
The danger, than the reſt, yet had not power 
T” afford the leaſt relief, He clearly ſaw, 
That all his troops muſt periſh in the flames, 
If he continued in the camp: he ſaw, 
How dangerous alſo a retreat would be 585 
Before a bold, victorious enemy. 7 
Forthwith he orders the Laconian youth, 


Vet but half arm'd, to move, and quit the ground; 


But the enemy no breathing time allows: 

Here archers with innumerable ſhafts, 590 

There dextrous flingers with a ſhower of ſtones, 

PrHaLANnTHus' troops annoy. With ſword in hand, 

ADRASTUs marching with a chofen troop, 

Swift, by the light the flames afford, purſues 

The flying troops. His ſharp-edg's ſteel mows 
down 595 

All that eſcap'd the fire ; he wades through blood, 

Infatiable of ſlaughter ; the fierce rage 

Of lions, and of tigers, equals not 

His fury, when they glut themſelves with blood 

Of ſhepherds and their flocks. PHALANTH¹Us 
troops | 609 

Drooping, loſe all their courage, Pallid death, 

By an infernal fury led, her head 

Horrent 
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Horrent with ſerpents, freezes up their veins, 
Their limbs grow ſtiff, their tott'ring knees forbid - 
All hope of flight. PHALAanNTHUs, whom deſpair 
And ſhame ſupplies with ſome remains of ſtrength, 
Raiſes his hands and eyes tow'rds heaven; he ſees 
His brother HIppIAs fallen by his fide, 

Beneath ApRasTus' thund'ring arm ſubdued. 

On th' earth extended, H1pp1as rolls in duſt; 610 
A ſtream of blood, all reeking, guſhes out 

From the deep wound acroſs his ſide; his eyes 
Cloſe to the light of heaven; and, with his blood, 
His ſoul indignant iſſues through the wound, 
PHALANTHUS, cover'd with his brother's blood, 
Unable to aſſiſt him, ſees himſelf 

Surrounded by a hoſt of enemies, 

On his deſtruction fiercely bent; his ſhield 

Is with a thodland darts pierc'd through, himſelf | 
Cover'd almoſt with wounds; nor had he pow'r 
To rally any more his flying troops. 

This the Gods ſee, and no aſſiſtance lend. 22 
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